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  2013 January 

The Lake Country Republican Club Meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the library 

here in Quitman ,Texas at 6 PM 

            Burma Shave 

    The Trade Journal of Constitutional Republicans 

What Now, Republicans? 
 

 
In the aftermath of an election that held many disappointments 
for Republicans and Conservatives as a whole, we are now looking for alternate 
solutions to the problems our nation faces.  I see two main areas that need to be 
addressed, and the more I think about it, the more closely related they seem. 

 

The liberals are continuing to harangue the Republicans, saying that it is the fault of 
the GOP that legislation has not been passed to solve our “revenue problem.” It is 
time for all conservatives to stop being so “nice;” our mothers taught us to be polite 
and that “words cannot hurt us.”  Well, Mom, sometimes we have to be not so nice 
because the words being spoken are harmful lies that are damaging our Nation.  
We must not be so tolerant of the ignorance and stupidity espoused by the liberal 
pundits.  We must stand firm that we don’t have a revenue problem - we have a 
spending problem. The Democrats in general and Obama in particular need to un-
derstand that they cannot always have their way – we need to CUT SPENDING!  

 

All Conservatives need to stand up for their rights!  We have to become as loud and 
sometimes as obnoxious (sorry, Mom) as the idiots who scream that we cannot ex-
press our religion publicly and scream even more loudly that we have the RIGHT to 
express our religion and we WILL express our religion.  In short, we need to be less 
tolerant and more insistent in demanding our own rights and in our government fol-
lowing the Constitution. Easily said, more difficult to actually do, but well worth the 
effort. 

 

The second area that I see that needs our attention is the general decline of our 
nation’s moral and cultural structure.  This is a complicated problem that cannot be 
solved overnight.  It will take several generations to move our nation back to a moral 
and cultural state in which it is not acceptable for people to show disrespect to oth-
ers and it is expected that people take responsibility for themselves.  Parents must 
take control, teaching their children to respect others, develop personal responsibil-
ity, and to have a strong work ethic.  

 

 I suggest that we all can play a part in this “cultural rebirth” by expressing our opin-
ions of both good and bad behavior and by influencing as many young people as 
we come in contact with. I know that with all the wisdom, experience and talent in 
our Lake Country Republican Club members, we can come up with some plans of 
action to work on locally.  I look forward to working on this with you! 

 
God Bless America! 

Joanna Bowen 

New Photo Pending 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Minutes of the Meeting 

Lake Country Republican Minutes 

General Meeting Minutes 

November 27th, 2012 

 

The LCRC met at the Quitman Library, Goode Street, Quitman, TX. At 6:10 PM our president, Greg 

Bowen, called the meeting to order. 

 

Roger Tune led the prayer and Helen Heavey led the pledges. 

 

Ed Shadbolt moved to accept the minutes of the prior meeting as written in the Sentinel. 

 

Treasurer, Gene Shoemaker, noted only one check had been written. 

 

Char, Temporary Leader of T-Party, announced the program for the following Monday at 7:00 PM 

would be a round table discussion with new sheriff, Jim Brown.  

 

Steve Bowser announced that 70% of sheriffs in Texas are not Constitutionalists. 

 

LCRC Officers for 2013 were announced as follows:  President – Joanna Bowen; Vice President – 

Terrell AronSpeer; Treasurer – Becky Vann and Secretary – Lynn AronSpeer.  Officers were 

elected by acclamation. 

 

Terrell AronSpeer stressed the need to concentrate on the culture war.  Greg added we need to get kids 

and grandkids involved, that school has dumbed them down badly. 

 

Greg presented awards to the following on behalf of LCRC:  Helen Heavey for her work as County 

Chair, Terrell AronSpeer and Lynn AronSpeer for their work on the Sentinel.  (The AronSpeers are 

surprised and grateful.) 

 

Following a lovely pot luck feast, discussion fixed on preparation for emergencies of all kinds with a 

large number of contributors.  Items covered were:  salt and sugar for curing meats, hybrid vs. heir-

loom seeds, buying seed as a co-op, canning, root cellars and shredding leaves for compost, as well as 

protecting one’s food and water storage.  A book mentioned was Ruth Staff’s No Work Organic Gar-

den Book. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 

Next LCRC meeting will be on January 22nd, 2013. 

 

Submitted by 

 

Lynn AronSpeer, Secretary 
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Membership:   
Lake Country Republicans, 

We had a few visitors at our last meeting; at this time though we have had 
no new members.  As Joanna stated, our membership is at 54 right 
now.  January starts our new year and many renewals will be due.  Please 
invite your friends as we welcome new members!  
 
Norma Shoemaker 
 
Membership chair 

What’s Up: 

Lake Country Republican Club (LCRC): 
Club Meetings: January 22, 6PM - Quitman Library   
 Program: Daniel Miller  President of the Texas Nationalist Movement 

 Sentinel Submission Deadlines:  Tenth of Publication Month 
 Sentinel Publication Date:  Fifteenth of Publication Month 

Republican Women of Wood County (RWWC): 
 Club Meetings: January 17, 11:00 AM - Grant’s Restaurant  
  Program: SWOT a general discussion of “Strengths, weaknesses, 
  opportunities and threats to the Republican Party .” 

Holly Lake Ranch Hawkins Republican Club (HLRHRC): 
 Club Meeting: February 11, 6:30 PM - Holly Hall 
  Program:  Oscar Martinez former BP Agent and Military Trainer  

Wood County Republican Website  www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com  

Treasurers Report:  

Bank balance $2049.16 
 

Submitted by: Becky Vann, Treasurer 

Hospitality: All is well.  No activity over the holidays.  That’s a good 
thing.  

  
Thank you.      

Janice Logan, Hospitality Chair 

LCRC January 22nd Meeting 

Program Notes: Daniel Miller, President of the Texas Nationalist Movement  

LCRC meets on the 22nd this month.  What else happened on this date in American History: 
In 1944, on this date, Allied forces stormed the beaches at Anzio Italy.  LCRC will be more 

reserved. 

LCRC meets in the Quitman Library at 6 PM.  Enter on the east side toward the back. 

To report hospitality issues: 
Contact Janice Logan at 223 County Road 
1961, Yantis, 75497,  ~OR~ 
phone 903-383-3247, cell # 903-850-3267.   

http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
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2013 

Lake Country Republican Club 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

1. FUNDRAISING    This committee shall be responsible for development and conduct of the club’s fundraising activities, in com-

pliance with the rules and regulation of the Texas Ethics Commission and the laws of the state of Texas.  

  1.  Open Position, Chairman 

  2.  Joe Blair 

  3.  Gene Shoemaker  

  4.  Terrell AronSpeer 

   

2.  LEGISLATION     This committee shall be charged with keeping the club informed and aware of legislative events, votes and proc-

esses which could have an impact on, or may be of interest to the club.  This shall include but not be limited to the coordination and 

notification of the club’s 

membership of the need for urgent action of a political nature. 

  1.  Philip Winter  Chairman 

  2.  Isabel McGuffin     

  3.  Travis Burk 

  4.  Pat Nelson 

  5.  Rick Shoemaker 

  6.  Eugene & Joyce Spencer 

 
3.  PUBLICITY and COMMUNICATIONS     This committee shall establish and maintain contact with local media outlets and shall 
actively work to publicize the club’s activities, newsletter, website and events. 
  1.  Terrell AronSpeer    Chairman 
  2.  Lynn AronSpeer 
  3.  Betty Dubbs 
  4.  Rick Shoemaker 

 

4.  PROGRAM     This committee shall be responsible for producing monthly and special club meeting programs, including the pro-
curement of speakers, and shall keep the Publicity Chairman informed in advance of future programs, to allow news releases to meet 
local media deadlines. 
  1.  Dr. James Marvel    Chairman 
  2.  Terrell AronSpeer 
  3.  Isabel McGuffin     
  4.  Greg Bowen 

 

5  MEMBERSHIP     This committee shall be responsible for the development of special membership drives and programs.  It also 
should be charged with keeping members informed about club meetings and activities by means of telephone and/or email notification. 
  1.  Joanna Bowen     Chairman 
  2.  Sheryl Nelson 
  3.  Gene and Norma Shoemaker 
  4.  Eugene and Joyce Spencer 
  5.  Roger and Sandy Tune 

 

6.  HOSPITALITY    This committee shall be responsible for the decoration of facilities used for special meetings and events and for 
appointing “greeters” for meetings and special events. 
  1.  Janice Logan    Chairman 
  2.  Joanna Bowen      
  3.  Sheryl Nelson 
  4.  Lynn AronSpeer 
  5.  Tera Burk 
  6.  Shirley Daugherty 
  7.  Betty Dubbs 
  8.  Norma Shoemaker 
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Legislative Report:  

Submitted (and edited) by Janie Walenta,  
Wood County Republican Chair 

Legislative News –December 2012 

 

Expected Surplus Won’t Lessen 2013 Texas Budget Fight  
By Paul J. Weber                             Dallas Morning News – January 1, 2013 

AUSTIN — Shortfall and sacrifice: that’s how the Texas Legislature two years ago defended gutting $5.4 

billion from public education, laying off thousands of public workers with slashed spending and strip-

ping Medicaid to the bone.  

The new budget s-word this time around? Surplus.  

But when lawmakers next week begin the 83rd legislative session with a potentially record amount of 

unspent revenue — more than $8 billion, according to many observers — that money won’t last long or 

go far.  

Nor has Texas’ far rosier economic picture put budget-writers in the mood to spend more or reverse 

historic cuts. The battle in 2013 will be over how much bigger — not smaller — the budget will get.  

“The basic needs look like they can be taken care of,” said Dale Craymer, president of the Texas Taxpay-

ers and Research Association and former state official who has worked in the budget offices of both the 

governor and comptroller. “It’s just going to be a fight for the icing.”  

The Texas economy is humming. Unemployment is at a four-year low of 6.2 percent, sales tax receipts 

are skyrocketing and money is pouring in to state coffers behind a new energy boom, fueled by oil 

gushing in West Texas and a fracking frenzy from North Texas to San Antonio. Even the Rainy Day Fund, 

the state’s emergency piggybank, has replenished most of the $3.2 billion borrowed during the last ses-

sion after much hand-wringing by reluctant conservatives.  

Contrast that with 2011. As the country began lurching out of the Great Recession, lawmakers gathered 

at the Capitol facing a $27 billion shortfall and unemployment at a decade-high peak of 8.2 percent. 

They left after passing a budget that was $15 billion lighter than the previous one in a state that has 

thousands of new residents to serve by the day and is among the nation’s fastest-growing.        
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 “We’re in a very different place than we were two years ago,” said John Heleman, the chief 

revenue estimator for the state comptroller’s office.  

That may be true, but still in place from two years ago are expensive IOUs the state needs to settle.  

Medicaid is the biggest one. Lawmakers must pay a $4.7 billion tab on the state’s health program for its 

poorest residents and the disabled before writing a new budget for 2014-15. They’ll write that check in 

a supplemental spending bill that will also need to pay for the $600-million cost of fighting devastating 

wildfires of 2011.  

Once those bills are paid up, lawmakers can begin writing the budget for the next two years.  

But no one is betting on a spending spree.        

Exactly how much money lawmakers will have at their disposal won’t be known until Monday, when 

Comptroller Susan Combs releases a two-year revenue estimate. Republicans — who don’t have the 

House supermajority they enjoyed in 2011, but will still be calling the shots — already want new re-

straints on how much lawmakers can spend.  

Gov. Rick Perry and other top GOP leaders want to limit spending increases to a formula of population 

growth plus inflation. That would be less than the $77.9 billion cap set by the Legislative Budget Board, 

which is a 10 percent increase over current levels.  

Democrats and others view such self-imposed restrictions as unnecessary. The Center for Public Policy 

Priorities, a progressive-leaning think tank in Austin, said the state has enough money on the table now 

to undo the steep cuts in 2011 and retain current services if the lawmakers were willing to exhaust the 

Rainy Day Fund that now has a balance of about $8.1 billion.  

But there is little appetite to do so.  

“That’s a tough, tough challenge for the makeup of the new legislature,” said Eva DeLuna Castro, a sen-

ior budget analyst for the CPPP. “And it’s also not letting us undo all the other smoke and mirrors the 

legislative leadership has said is a priority.”  

Republican House Speaker Joe Straus, who has pledged to pump money back into schools this session, 

is signaling more optimism than two years ago.  

“I don’t want to be misleading and say ‘Oh we’re back to complete blue skies,“’ Straus said. “But cer-

tainly our economy has recovered nicely. But you need to keep it in perspective that we were in a seri-

ous hole.”       

 

Submitted by Janie Walenta 
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Lake Country Republican Club 

January 2013 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club  

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club  

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County  

          Sunday                    Monday                     Tuesday                  Wednesday                  Thursday                      Friday                      Saturday 

  3 2   1  4 

6 7  8 9 

 
10 

Sentinel 

Submission 
Deadline 

12 

 

17  RWWC  
Meets @ Grants 
11:AM 
Program:  SWOT  

Strengths, Weak-

nesses, Opportu-

nities and 

Threats to the 

Republican Party  

26 

 

 

 

16 
 

18 
 

19 
 

22 LCRC Club 
Meeting Quitman 
Library 6 PM 
Program:  Daniel 
Miller  Texas Na-
tionalist Movement 

14 HLHRC  
Meeting  7PM 
Holly Hall 
 
Program: WC 
Sheriff Jim Brown 
 

13 

 
15 

 Sentinel 

Publication 
Date  
 

  

23 
 

24 25 

31 30 29  

20 
 

21   

 

      

27 

 

28  
  

11 
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Lake Country Republican Club 

February 2013 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club  

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club  

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County  

          Sunday                    Monday                     Tuesday                  Wednesday                  Thursday                      Friday                      Saturday 

 2       1 

3  4  5 6 

 
7 9 

 

14 RWWC  

Is meeting in Janu-

ary to determine a 

new meeting time 

and place.  Look 

for details in the 

next Sentinel. 
 

23 

 

 

 

13 
 

15 
Sentinel 

Publication Date  

16 
 

19 LCRC Club 
Meeting Quitman 
Library 6 PM 
 
Program: To be 
Determined 

11 HLHRC Meet-
ing  7PM Holly 
Hall 
 

Program:  Oscar 
Martinez - for-
mer BP Agent 
and Military 
Trainer  

10 

Sentinel 

Submission 
Deadline 

12  

  

20 21 22  Lincoln 

Day dinner 

 
 At The Fore Sea-

sons Restaurant in 

Holly Lake 

28 27 26  

17 
 

18  

 

      

24 

 

25  
  

8 
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We Are the Elephant in the Room 

Lake Country Republican Club 
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Editorial Page: 

                    What Did You Expect 

  We all decry the “gimme pigs” on the other end of the welfare state - gimme this, gimme that.  
We applaud efforts by some states to bring some reasonable regulation to this process.  Welfare 
recipients should have to pass a drug test.  This is reasonable - the tax payer should not be on the 
hook for welfare recipients’ “buds.”  You can’t buy alcohol with food stamps - the tax payer 
should not be on the hook for their Budweiser either.  The out-of-work citizen might be required 
to look for a job or to do some productive work for the state as a condition of receiving 
“unemployment benefits.”  The requirement is necessary because it used to be that there was no 
benefit to being unemployed.  This used to be all the incentive one needed to look for a job.  Now 
we must require it.  We, as tax payers, fund these programs; we feel it is our right to make these 
demands on the recipients of our largess.    

Understand that the nature of government is political.  The first consideration in a governmental decision is politi-
cal, not financial.  This is why government is not the best decision maker in financial matters.  By offering financial 
benefits to citizens, it is the intention of the government to purchase the political favor of the citizen.  This is proving 
to be catastrophically effective.  It makes busybodies of us all.  Since we feel we are funding our neighbor, we right-
fully conclude we have a say in his activities.  This is an assault on the fundamental American character.   

America is more a philosophy of independence than it is a geographical location.  To change America, you must 
first change Americans.  This happens no matter which side of the welfare state you stand on.  If you are the recipi-
ent of welfare, you become dependent.  Dependency is antithetical to the independent nature of an American.  So 
too is being a dictator.  An independent person wants to run his own life, not the lives of others.  No matter which 
side of this socialistic welfare state you stand on, you are changed - no longer possessing the attitude of an Ameri-
can.  “Government is at best a necessary evil, at worst, an intolerable one.” ~ Thomas Jefferson  

As we age, we are forced into government programs.  It matters little that we paid into these programs.  The gov-
ernment will decide on any given day what our benefits will be.  Those currently paying into these programs will as-
sume, and rightly so since the government long ago spent your money on some vote buying scheme, that the 
“benefits” you receive are being paid for by them.  And being that this is the case, they will want to have a say in 
how you spend these benefits.  They, not you, will decide on which medical treatments are appropriate for a person 
of “your age.”  They do this knowing nothing about you personally, not your medical history, not your level of fitness 
or your level of determination.   

The fundamental nature of a welfare state is that it fundamentally changes who you are as an American.  Before 
Obama took office four years ago, he promised to “fundamentally change America.”  He has been true to his word.  I 
wonder how many of us realized at the time that he would fundamentally change you and me in the process.  The 
assault is now personal.  Peeling back the layer Obama has added to this process is only a beginning.  This has been 
going on a long time now.   

If America is to be restored, future generations will not live under Social Security or have their health care provided 
by any government agency like Medicare or Obama care.  They will be independent and resourceful - like Americans 
the way they were meant to be.  We should not turn over financial decisions to entities who make decisions politi-
cally.  At least, private institutions who make financial decisions have to include customer satisfaction somewhere in 
their calculation.  Further, institutions who make decisions politically are incapable of making caring decisions.  
These are best made by family and close friends.  Family cares for us in ways government bureaucrats 
never will.  We must restore the family through the actions of non governmental institutions while 
stopping the assault on family which daily comes from the government.  And finally, we must not let 
technology replace the bonds of friendship.   For too many, technology is the drug of the modern age.  
Moderation in all things, including moderation.       
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Editorial Page: 

Republican Congressmen Are Not Neanderthals 

 
The year 2012 ends with a Republican Party which is overly defeated.  Yes we failed to wrestle the 
Presidency from the dunderheads.  But the schizophrenic electorate, understanding that they were 
making a catastrophic error and hoping no one would get hurt, kept a Republican House to be sure 
there were some adults in the room.  Almost every Republican member of the House won their 
seats by a greater margin than the President achieved in his reelection.  If Obama has a mandate at 
all, it is no bigger than the mandate given to House Republicans. 

Now “no brainer Boehner” seems to be in quite a hurry to “compromise” with President Obama.  
Indeed, immediately after the election, the President announced he was ready to compromise with the House to get a 
“deal done” to avoid the fiscal cliff1.  The President has announced before that he was ready to compromise on one 
thing or another, but in his mind the compromise always consists of the other side accepting the President’s position.  
What he has proposed so far indicates that he is continuing this tradition.  It is like Lucy and the football in the Peanuts 
cartoon.  We understand that as a construction of ink and paper and a witty imagination that Charlie Brown will fall for 
this every time.  But surely the Congressional Republicans are smarter than ink and paper.  Can we possibly fall for this 
again?  Yet Boehner seems ready, even anxious, to cave once more.   

Because of most Congressional Republicans’ stands on issues such as “gay marriage,” abortion and gun rights, (you 
know, preferring centuries of accumulated wisdom rather than embracing the latest musings of leftist professors) the 
media never tires of calling them “knuckle dragging Neanderthals.”  This is grossly unfair.  They are, for the most part, 
“cavemen,” too often too willing to abandon any principle for the political expediency of appearing to “have gotten 
something done.”  Will Republican leaders cave once again?  Will they allow onerous taxes to be imposed on a strug-
gling economy?  Will they allow the debt ceiling to rise again on a current of Washington hot air?  It is this approach 
over decades which has delivered us today, not to the country our Founders envisioned for us, but to the country they 
warned us we would become if we failed to be vigilant.  Republicans in Congress must now be vigilant. 

Early in December, the Sentinel sent the following email to Representative Jeb Hensarling: 

Dear Representative Hensarling, 

Congressional Republicans should create certainty by immediately passing legislation making the Bush tax cuts permanent 

for all Americans.  This action should be well publicized.  Obama can be the spoiler if he chooses. 

Next, the Republicans should let it be known that the President may raise taxes on this generation of Americans who voted 

for him if he insists but that the war on the unborn must end.  This President must take his hand out of the deep pocket of 

future generations.  There will be no increase in the debt limit under any circumstances.  He can spend what he has on pro-

grams or to pay down the debt, but no generation has the right to impoverish the next. 

Respectfully, 

Terrell AronSpeer 

Sentinel editor 

The Sentinel encourages all citizens to weigh in on this issue.  Contact your Representative today.      

 
1) A physical cliff is like the one Thelma and Louise ran off.  A Physical cliff has weight and mass and driving off it will result in physical injuries.  
Fiscal has to do with finances.  Driving off a fiscal cliff results in financial ruination and may inspire one to drive off a physical cliff, but the two 

are not the same.  Commentators on this issue should take note.                                                                         Reprinted from Tea Party 911 
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Editorial Page: 

  Disaster 
Flood waters rose at an alarming rate.  Homes were moved off their foundations.  Hundreds of 

square miles of land were under water.  Populations of whole towns were uprooted.  In all, 1.5 mil-

lion people from several states were displaced.  People were in a desperate state: homeless, and 

hungry with no place to go.  The Jersey Shore, 2012, in the wake of Hurricane Sandy? 

No.  This was the scene along the Mississippi River during the great flood of 1927.  Hurricane 

Sandy’s displaced population numbers in the tens of thousands with a death toll just over 100; the 

great flood of 1927 claimed ten times that many souls. There was no massive government response 

like there was to Hurricane Katrina.  In 1927 this was not fashionable.  In 1927, President Calvin 

Coolidge sent Vice President Herbert Hoover to coordinate relief efforts.  With a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation 

and Red Cross relief workers plus volunteers and donations from all over, the situation was methodically handled.  Coo-

lidge sent Hoover because of his work in Europe after WWI handling relief efforts there.  But the bulk of the resources 

were from private charities and volunteer workers.  As this was in the deep south there were some unfortunate local 

issues of race.  You will have to sift through the history to separate the several issues surrounding the relief efforts. 

The recovery was handled not by government, but by the charitable acts and funding of generous Americans across 

the country.  New Jersey residents and many in New York and Connecticut would benefit from a similar effort today.  In 

2012, New Jersey and New York residents might even have Katrina envy.  But the waste and fraud during the Katrina 

relief efforts are legendary.  Months after Hurricane Sandy, and just after a pork laden “fiscal cliff” bill passed congress,  

a Hurricane Sandy relief bill, loaded down with pork, was rejected.  While residents struggle to put their lives together, 

congress debates a $60 billion bill to cover what insurance companies estimated was $20 billion in damage.  Congress-

men from the affected areas requested over $80 billion in aid.  The $60 billion bill congress debated was over 50% pork 

with tree planting schemes in the heartland, repairs at NASA’s Florida facilities and relief for fisheries in Massachusetts, 

the Gulf coast and Alaska, and too much more to mention.  No private charity could have gotten away with this and 

none would have tried.  What’s wrong with our government? 

I’m glad you asked.  I have written before about the toxic influence government brings to charitable causes.  We 

have a government involved in everything.  For politicians, disasters are just opportunities.  They can funnel some of 

those funds to pet projects back home and buy a few votes.  They can hold up the bill until they get what they want 

(assured reelection).  To remove the specter of reelection, we should assure each House member and each Senator 

that they have only one term before we retire them and elect their replacement.  We should do this until meaningful 

term limits are passed and the government retreats from their assault on legitimate charity. 

Legitimate charity does not have these distractions.  Donors will hold private charities accountable if they fail to pro-

duce a good result.  Donors will not support a charity which engages in massive fraud.  We do not have that choice with 

government.  With government, the game is all shells.  There are no peas.  And your donations are not voluntary.  The 

government has a thousand distractions to keep you from asking the real questions.  What happened to all those FEMA 

trailers?  Who all was really involved in the Kennedy assassination?  Who diagnosed Hillary’s concussion?  

What happened to Vince Foster?  Do congressmen still have to provide the constitutional justification for 

legislation they propose?  And you want them to account for relief funds for Hurricane Sandy?  Good luck 

with that.                                      Reprinted from Tea Party 911 



13 

 Government charity displaces effective, legitimate charity.  When our taxes are alleged to go to all 

manner of charitable causes--fighting poverty, conquering dreaded diseases or responding to the all 

too predictable disaster, we feel we have already given.  Isn’t that what our taxes are for?  We feel 

conflicted; justified on the one hand, uncharitable on the other.  The government throws all the 

money in the kitty and takes out whatever they want whenever they want it.  They slashed Social 

Security payroll taxes for a year to fund a big get-out-the-vote bonus for everyone last year, yet we 

did not feel it in our Social Security checks.  They just borrowed to cover the shortfall.  Your grand-

kids can pay the bill.  And now that they are all reelected, they have taken up the candy dish.  Is it 

not apparent what a disaster this all encompassing government has become?  Sandy is nothing.  The 

disaster resides in Washington DC.  Logically, we can expect nothing better from this government.  A 

more focused $9.7 billion emergency Sandy relief bill which should fund relief efforts through May 

was finally passed by the house and quickly signed into law.  But this is not over and you can expect 

the process to repeat itself. 

So now is the test; can we put the reins back on the beast?  Is a debt ceiling really a ceiling if we just 

raise it each time we bump into it?  The federal Government takes in plenty of revenue to service the debt and fund 

about 60% of its usual expenses.  Allowing the government to “shut down,” forces the government to 

take a hard look at priorities.  Bill Clinton did not move to the center; he was pushed there by a govern-

ment shutdown.  It was only then that Gingrich was able to forward a more conservative agenda.  Even-

tually Clinton signed legislation he had repeatedly vetoed.  To this day he never tires of taking credit for 

his achievement. 

There is little room on Obama’s left and he shows no inclination to move an inch into the vast expanse 

on his right.  He must be forced there.  This will require courageous Republicans in both houses.   Can 

large government become smaller without some catastrophic event or armed insurrection?  The answer 

to this question holds our future.  At this time, in the affairs of government, no other question is more 

important.                                 Reprinted from Tea Party 911 

Another etiquette lesson from the religion of peace. 
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Editorial Page: 

High Capacity Foolishness 
The latest craziness is focused on high capacity magazines.  I’m not talking about Scientific American 
or the Economist.  I’m talking about the magazines you put in a hand gun or a rifle.  According to 
the ‘we don’t need no stinkin’ Second Amendment’ crowd, “there is NO NEED for high capacity 
magazines.”  This is a brainless assertion which apparently never gets challenged in any meaningful 
way; so you will find this article to be peppered with pictures which support the need for these high 
capacity magazines. 

Farmers and ranchers all across the country are confronted by 
hoards of these vicious dumb animals.  They threaten the property 
owner’s life, liberty and property.  Many of these vicious animals 
are large, heavy and remarkably fast.  They will turn on you.  They 

often are found in large numbers.  When confronted with 30, 50, or 535 of these 
dumb animals you will need the biggest magazine you can get your hands on. 

All of the proposed solutions to “gun violence” are focused on making guns less 
effective and more difficult to use.  I propose the following solution which will cut 
“gun violence” by one half to two thirds.  A bold claim you say.  Not really.  Did you 
know that suicides are included in gun violence statistics?  Did you know that suicides 
account for 58% of this statistic?  This figure does not include what we know as 
“suicide by cop.”  My solution is to give to all persons with suicidal tendencies, a large 
bottle of sleeping pills.  You laugh.  Perhaps you criticize, but this takes 58% right off the top.  Suicide by cop is the 
method preferred by those who have no trouble shooting you, but just can’t shoot themselves.  Sleeping pills are so 
much easier; you just slow to a stop.  If this accounts for another 8%, that will bring us to 66% or roughly two thirds.  
The point is, they say they want to reduce “gun violence,” but in truth, they just want to make you reliant on them for 
your personal safety.  Remember, when seconds count, your nearest police officer is just minutes away. 

A case in point is the recent incident at the home of Donnie and Melinda Herman.  Donnie 
was away from home this day, but Melinda was home with her twin 9 year old boys and 
the six shot .38 revolver her husband had taught her to use just the day before.  An in-
truder, with a criminal record and criminal intent, broke into the Herman home.  Melinda 
gathered her family, the twins and the .38, and secured them behind the door to an attic 
room.  She immediately called Donnie who, on another phone, called 911.  The intruder, 
realizing there were people in the house, did not flee; he went hunting for the occupants.  
Donnie calmly told Melinda to remember all that he had showed her about the gun.  He 

instructed Melinda to shoot the intruder if he came through the door, which he did.  Donnie reported to the 911 dis-
patcher, “She’s shootin’ ‘im.”  Donnie said this four times, I assume each time Melinda sent a round in the direction of 
the intruder.  Then, hearing a commotion, Donnie realized the intruder, most likely cranked up on some drug, had not 
yet gone down, Donnie said, “Shoot him again!”  At this point, five .38 slugs heavier, the intruder made his way down 
stairs, got into a car and drove off.  Had there been two intruders and one remained unscathed and Melinda had only 
one shot left in her gun she would have had to choose which one to risk putting her last bullet in.  What Melinda 
needed was a high capacity magazine.  But Melinda was a “good guy with a gun, stopping a bad guy with a gun.”  What 
would the headline have been if Melinda were unarmed as the ‘citizens against gun violence’ desire? 

The intruder drove one block, stopped and asked for help.  He had sustained three shots to his face.  Melinda was 
obviously not shooting a fleeing suspect and apparently none of the three bullets found the intruder’s pea sized brain.  
The other two shots were to the intruder’s torso.  When faced with a life and death situation, you need to 
bring to bear all the force you can muster and people who fret about the number of shots or stab wounds 
are just a little OCD and apparently have no understanding of the situation.  It is the intruder who set up 
this situation and the intruder who is responsible for every round in his now leaking body.    
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  Today there are a lot of assumptions being made about guns, usually by people who have no fa-
miliarity with them.  I have heard over the past several weeks references to, “. . . these dangerous 
weapons.”  At least one end of it better be.  If I were to purchase a firearm which was not danger-
ous at one end or the other, I would feel cheated.  It is the point and function of a firearm to be 
dangerous.  In the hysteria demanding to limit magazine capacity or to enforce an outright ban on 
guns is the assumption that anyone with a gun is using it for nefarious reasons.  I doubt Melinda 
Herman would agree and those who would disarm her for the cause of reducing gun violence would 
have her blood and most likely the blood of her children on their hands. 

   These people are obsessively focused on the gun.  They would have 
you pass through a metal detector to get from your bedroom to your 
living room.  But the gun is not the problem.  We need to have these 
people pass through a mental detector.  Why, we wonder, does it 
seem like there are more people with mental issues these days?  I 
have a theory on that too.  (I know; you’re not surprised.)  But con-
sider, perhaps more people have mental issues today because they 
feel out of control.  They live in a world where more and more of their activities are regulated by 

someone else.  These rules and regulations are so voluminous that no one knows what the rules are anymore, but the 
safest bet is that whatever you are doing is breaking one of them. 

   Another focus of gun control enthusiasts is “military style” guns as if they were some sort 
of fashion accessory.  “Military style” is just code for easy to load, easy to shoot and accu-
rate.  This is a specious argument.  If it is desirable to have a gun for self protection, then of 
course it should be easy to load, easy to shoot, and it should be accurate.  The argument 
about magazine capacity and ease of use is just the vehicle the camel is using to get his nose 
into the tent.  It is an incrementalist argument.  We must keep to the fundamental argu-
ment - that of any sane individual’s right to self protection. 

Another assumption is that guns are necessary because hunters and sportsmen enjoy them.  There are even some 
proponents of the Second Amendment who use this argument.  Even a casual reading of the Amendment or a rudi-
mentary understanding of our nation’s history reveals this as folly.  One does not “bear arms” against a rabbit or form a 
militia to bring down a deer.  In the historical context, we had just separated ourselves from an oppressive government 
by using militias.  This was the understanding of the people who wrote the Second Amendment.  Almost every citizen 
was armed for protection from bandits and marauding Indians.  The militia structure was an agreement to assist each 
other for protection of the greater community.  In rural East Texas, where I live, it is just considered being a good 
neighbor when you get a call to “get over here and bring your gun.” 

   Possession of a fire arm assures the fastest possible response time 
to assaults on your person or property.  The existence of over three 
hundred million firearms in the US today is all that protects our God 
given, constitutionally guaranteed rights.  Black, Democrat mayor of 
Newark NJ, Cory Booker, said on a recent Sunday talk show, “I have 
no concern about a law abiding citizen with a gun.  I can think of only 
one case where a citizen with no arrest record was involved in a 
shooting.”  Advocates of gun ownership include George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson.  I have severe reservations about the motives 
of those who wish to usurp our right to self protection.  Advocates 
for gun control include, Stalin, Hitler and Mao Tse-tung. 

  How is the right of free people to self defense a question in a free country?  Well - in a free country, it’s not.   
DISCLAIMER: The Sentinel does not advocating shooting any innocent animal which is not tasty or has 

not violated your Constitutional rights. 

The Sentinel’s favorite placard at the protests - “The Second Amendment is my permit.” 
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 Quick Comments: 

Senseless shootings recently in the news are reasonably and reliably likely to elicit more calls for a ban of 
guns of all types, but it would be just as reasonable to conclude that because response time takes time,  
responsible citizens should  be armed. 

Political protests have taught me one thing: no well considered, intellectually honest argument ever began 
with, “Hey hey - ho ho.” 

Jim DeMint who apparently reads the Sentinel, has decided that it is more important to affect the culture than 
the politics.  Senator DeMint will resign his Senate seat in January to take the position of President at the 
Heritage Foundation.  The Sentinel supports the Heritage Foundation and this decision and wishes the 
Senator all the best in his new position. 

Jeffery Immelt announced that “Communism works,” and cited China as an example.  Jeffery Immelt apparently 
does not read the Sentinel.  If he did, he would know from our past editorials that today’s China is communist 
in name only.  The Communist Party in China enjoys dictatorial political power but has allowed capitalism to rule 
their economy.  John Stossel applied for a license to sell T-shirts on the street in America’s most business friendly 
state.  It took only a week to get the necessary permits.  When Stossel tried the exact same thing in China he was 
selling T-shirts the same day he made application.  So is Immelt suggesting that communism is a freer economic 
system than capitalism?  I contend that China is more capitalistic than we are.  Also in prior editorials, the 
Sentinel has pointed out that as a society we benefit from capitalism but that established businesses benefit 
from fascism.  Immelt appears to be attracted to that siren song.   

Secretary of the Treachery, Tiny Tim Geithner, indicates that Obama wouldn’t mind going off the fiscal cliff.  
Unfortunately he plans to take the rest of us with him. 

Jason Whitlock, Fox Sports columnist, referring to the Jovan Belcher incident, said that the NRA is the new KKK.  As 
he is a writer, one might expect him to be a reader and better informed, but apparently not.  Many black 
Americans tend to live in high crime areas in the inner cities.  The NRA has been vocal in protecting their rights to 
defend their own homes.   

Obama, Constitutional scholar that he is, has let it be known that he would like congress to give him the power to 
raise the debt ceiling independent of congressional approval.  Republicans in congress have stated they will not 
allow this.  Both sides miss the point.  Congress does not have the right to originate all bills for raising revenue; 
they have the duty.  People can, and foolishly do, give away their rights; but you cannot give away your duty.  
“All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives.” ~ Article I section 7 
of the US Constitution.  This is a directive, not an offer.  For the President to raise the debt ceiling without 
authorization from congress would be an unconstitutional violation of the ‘Separation of Powers.’  ~  Nice try. 

Hillary Clinton has bumped her head and can’t get out of bed to speak to congress about the Benghazi incident.  In 
a brighter past, Hillary was a “Goldwater Girl.”  So apparently she has bumped her head before and it did not 
shut her up.  What’s the dif?  

Tim Scott will be replacing Jim DeMint as Senator from South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley announced today.  The 
Sentinel could not be happier.   

John Boehner had a plan “B” which lasted all of 45 minutes.  You should have a plan B too.  Plan on it lasting 
longer.  

We have a dill - no it is not just another example of my abominable spelling.  We got a tax increase.  We increased 
spending.  We increased the debt.  We’re in a heck of a pickle.  Exactly what was that principled stand the 
Republicans were taking?    
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 Quick Comments Continued: 

The New York Journal News published the names and addresses of local gun owners to expose and 
embarrass them.  The all too easily predicted unintended consequence was that everyone who was not on 
the list was exposed as being unarmed.  Local burglars were thrilled with the news and now all those 
unarmed citizens are scrambling to secure firearms for themselves.  This may account for the recent rise 
in firearm sales.  Gun owners, and soon to be gun owners, were not amused and told the New York 
Journal News in no uncertain terms.  The Journal News, feeling the need for protection, has now hired 
armed guards - an object lesson for everyone. 

The President is fond of saying he “will be happy to sit down and talk“ about any of his endless asinine policies.  
Yet he is rarely willing to sit down and talk with anyone, and when he does all you can hope for is that he will 
shut his lying blowhole.   

Sandy victims got screwed.  Obama got off without criticism.  You’d think he had the press in his pocket. 

Congressman Jeb Hensarling had the gall to send me a copy of his FNC interview given just before the vote to raise 
taxes and spend like it was someone else’s money.  Remember Congressman Hensarling was part of the “Super 
Committee” which manufactured the “fiscal cliff” to Republicans’ great disadvantage.  He did this in spite of 
numerous emails sent by concerned conservatives, including your editor, asking him not to take part in this 
fiasco.  It takes a lot of hubris to ride in on that horse.  Time to change horses.  This time we should insist we get 
more than the back half. 

Another shooting in Aurora CO.  The obvious common element here is, of course, Coloradans again.  As congress 
contemplates an all out ban on Coloradans, others have suggested Coloradans read too many magazines.  Some 
restrictions on the size and number of magazines Coloradans are allowed has been suggested.  Coloradans claim 
they have a first amendment right to magazines, but we expect some reasonable restrictions to be in place soon. 

How old are we that the “Fonz” is now trying to sell us a reverse mortgage? 

If it’s as easy as passing a law, why doesn't congress leave us alone and make it illegal for criminals to have guns. 

Obama - 4th best President according to a recent poll.  Reagan and 9 others tied for first.  15 tied for second.  
Another 18 tied for third and Obama came in fourth.  (A Sentinel shout-out to Ken West for this breaking 
news.)  

President Obama cannot impose gun controls without violating the Constitution.  Article I, section 1 reads as 
follows: “ALL legislative Powers herein granted SHALL be vested in a Congress of the United 
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.”  

The President, who apparently is unable to produce a legal American birth certificate and who had all his personal 
records sealed, the same guy who applied for a job in which the side arm is the largest nuclear arsenal in the 
world, is demanding you go through a thorough background-check before you can buy a .22 caliber target pistol.  
Ironic, isn’t it?  

The Bad News is that David Simpson was not successful.  Strauss remains as speaker of the House and Simpson and 
Hughes can expect committee assignments akin to following an elephant with a wheelbarrow. 

The New York Journal News should be charged with aiding and abetting as burglars entered the home of a law 
abiding gun owner and tried to break into his gun safe.  This is the product of agenda driven journalism.   It would 
have been a greater service to publish the names and addresses of convicted violent felons.   

New York Police Officers, proudly announced the passage of a law making it illegal to publish the addresses of 
current and retired police citing the New York Journal News example.  While I agree with this move, I think the 
citizens deserve the same protection provided to police.  
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 Letters to the Editor: 

Many were as dumb struck as I was.  I did not expect any response to this email.  I admire any acknowledgement 
and understand those who could not.  I know for a fact that most of the respondents forwarded this email; I 
suspect many others did as well.  At a minimum we must know that evil walks among us.   

 

Terrell, 

In all of your "What do we do next" writing you never mentioned strengthening our State 
Governments through the nullification process that is gaining popularity across the coun-
try.  The election outcome will only increase the interest in state nullification.  Our State 
Governments can be a line of defense between us and the DC government and perhaps 
protect us from Obamacare, the NDAA provisions, and gun control or whatever else 
they intend to send our way next.  I would hope you would join those of us that advocate 
nullification and help inform conservatives about what they can do to help, namely turn it 
into a popular movement. 

Don 

Great articles, Terrell.  NO ONE explains politics as simply as you.  I get it when I read 

your view points.  Thanks! Ann  

A free market economy is all about trading goods and services.  Poli-
tics is all about trading favors.  The "commerce clause" is the Achil-
les heal of the constitution. 
Bill 

The first thing every morning I turn on the news to see if Obama has 
issued an executive order declaring a national emergency, suspending 
the constitution, dismissing congress, and declaring himself as Presi-
dent for life.  So far, so good! 
Bill 

This is a little funny.....I just called UPS to get nearest shipping locations and they reminded 
me to be sure to bring a photo I. D. 
Don't need one to vote though.  

Sara 

Bill nailed that one. 

It was simply an over sight on my part and an astute observation on yours.  Thanks  Don. 

Regarding the email we forwarded titled “important and disturbing news.” 

Karen—thank you for this information 

Cathy—That was terrible!  Where in the world are the bleeding hearts in Hollywood or 
elsewhere!!!!!!  Just kill a Muslim child or woman in war and they scream to high heaven!  I 
really fear what our world has become, seemingly overnight. 

Glen—Are there any pictures of the Christians barbecueing the muslims?  
The internet is a powerful tool.  In my lifetime there was a day when 
this information would never see the light of truth! 

Helen—Thanks Terrell.   

Don-Horrible.  This is going to happen every place unless these people are stopped. 
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 KrisAnne Hall is an attorney and former prosecutor, fired after teaching the Constitution to 

TEA Party groups - she would not sacrifice liberty for a paycheck. She is a disabled veteran 

of the US Army, a Russian linguist, a mother, a pastor's wife and a patriot.  She now travels 

the country and teaches the Constitution and the history that gave us our founding 

documents. 

Nullification: The Duty and Right of the States  

After perceiving a long train of usurpations of power by the federal government, which culminated in legislation 
known as Obamacare many Americans took to the streets in protest.  They appealed to the Legislature to no 
avail. The legislation ultimately made its way to the Supreme Court.  We then witnessed a colossal rewriting of our 
founding documents in the majority opinion to the Obamacare mandate.  Justice John Roberts in a few lines pulled 
down the pillars of the Republic and set us on the path to totalitarianism. Nearly half of the population rightfully 
regards this legislation as extending far beyond the enumerated powers of the federal government.  The truth is, 
not only should the Sates be able to deal with their own health insurance issues, but the federal government has 
no legitimate authority to rule by such dictates.  Yet, many who vowed to fight it “to the end” have now acquiesced 
and declared that it must be submitted to as “the law of the land.”  So is this the end?  Since SCOTUS made its dec-
laration from on high, must we now bow to an all-powerful government, from which no area of our daily life is off-
limits?  Or is there a remedy yet remaining?  Can the States legitimately resist federal law or is this "treasonous" as 
some have suggested? 

To answer these questions we must first understand the nature of the Republic we call the United States.  These 
States are “United” in a compact, the Constitution.  This compact, or contract, made among the States not only 
created the federal government but also dictated the limited and specific powers delegated to the federal govern-
ment by the parties of this contract.   Secondly, since the States are the parties to the compact and the creators of 
the central government, then the States, naturally, are the masters of their creation.  That is to say, they are sover-
eign - independent of, separate from and sovereign over the federal government.  All of the powers not delegated 
to the federal government remain with the States and the people.  The 10th Amendment makes that very clear. 

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people." 10th Amendment to the US Constitution 

 

It is upon this foundation that the States have the ultimate right to stand against ANY unconstitutional law created 
or enforced by the federal government.  The 10th Amendment declares that the federal government is to only oper-
ate within their delegated powers.  James Madison explains those delegated powers in Federalist Paper #45: 

“The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the federal government are few and defined. Those which 
are to remain in the State governments are numerous and indefinite. The former will be exercised principally on ex-
ternal objects, as war, peace, negotiation, and foreign commerce…”  Federalist Paper #45 

Madison then goes on to explain “the powers reserved to the several States will extend to all the objects which, in 
the ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives, liberties, and properties of the people, and the internal order, im-
provement, and prosperity of the State.”  Federalist Paper #45 

Therefore, the 10th Amendment in conjunction with Madison’s explanation makes it clear that the States’ powers 
are numerous, the federal powers are few, and the federal government has no business interjecting itself into the 
powers reserved to the States. To claim the 10th amendment says anything else would make the Constitution a 
complete absurdity.       

 

Guest Article: 

http://krisannehall.com/index.php/blog/144-nullification-the-duty-and-right-of-the-states-pt-1
http://krisannehall.com/index.php/blog/126-justice-roberts-gives-some-good-advice
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
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Since there are no areas of power that are simply floating out in the neutral zone waiting for someone to use them, 
if the federal government uses a power that was not Constitutionally delegated, it must steal it from the 
States.  When the federal government does this, it removes power from the States, rights from the people, and 
makes the Constitution completely meaningless.  Such overreach sets the precedent that no power is reserved to 
the States and that all power is open for federal taking.  This effectively nullifies the 9th and 10th Amendments, and 
destroys the Constitutional barriers established to contain a limited and defined federal government.  What will 
then be the federal government’s limitations? Nothing but its own will.  

“That they will view this as seizing the rights of the States, and consolidating them in the hands of the general gov-
ernment, with a power assumed to bind the States, not merely in cases made federal, but in all cases whatsoever…
that this would be to surrender the form of government we have chosen, and live under one deriving its powers 
from its own will, and not from our authority…” Thomas Jefferson, Kentucky Resolutions of 1798 

This is, in essence, what Justice Roberts declared in his opinion on Obamacare, overturning the very purpose of the 
Constitution itself – to enumerate the powers of a limited central government and bind it under the authority of 
the States.  What happens when the barriers of the Constitution are completely swept away?  The federal govern-
ment will now have the ability to exercise any power over the States whatsoever.  The people will be rendered 
completely powerless and irrelevant.  What will be the purpose of elections then?  We will no longer be a republic, 
but a government ruled as a Kingdom. 

“…for the federal government to enlarge its powers by forced construction of the constitutional charter which de-
fines them…so as to destroy the meaning and effect of the particular enumeration which necessarily explains and 
limits the general phrases…the obvious tendency and inevitable result…would be, to transform the present repub-
lican system of the United States into an absolute, or, at best, a mixed monarchy.”  James Madison, Virginia Reso-
lutions 1798 

So, when the Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of the federal government have collectively torn through 
the boundaries set by the Constitution, and the people have no recourse in the federal system, what is the rem-
edy?  What is the proper course when the federal government has gone rogue?  The drafter of the Declaration of 
Independence, Thomas Jefferson and The Father of the Constitution, James Madison speak very clearly on the posi-
tion of the States as the sovereign defenders of the foundations of our Republic.  It is the founders of the Republic 
who must give us our remedy…       

James Madison gives us this answer regarding the remedy to the states for combating federal overreach. In fact, 
according to our founders, it was not only the remedy but the DUTY of the states to stand in defense of the Repub-
lic. 

“…in the case of deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of other powers not granted…the states…have the 
right, and are in duty bound, to interpose, …for maintaining, within their respective limits, the authorities, rights, 
and liberties…” Virginia Resolutions of 1798 James Madison 

What is this interposition? It is what Jefferson referred to as NULLIFICATION of the unauthorized acts of the federal 
government.  It is the States declaring, “The federal government is NOT our master, the States and the people are 
the masters of the Constitution and we do not have to, nor will we comply!”  

“Whenever the general government assumes undelegated powers, its acts are unauthoritative, void and of no 
force.” Thomas Jefferson, Kentucky Resolutions of 1798 

Nullification is legitimate act of refusing to implement unconstitutional federal directives. 

“That the several states who formed [the Constitution], being sovereign and independent, have the unquestion-
able right to judge of its infraction; and, That a nullification, by those sovereignties, of all unauthorized acts done 
under the color of that instrument, is the rightful remedy.”  Thomas Jefferson, Kentucky Resolutions 1799 

To deny the States this right is tyrannical and is an unconstitutional doctrine. In fact our founders believed that if 
the States did not refuse to submit to unconstitutional use of federal power, the result would be the elimination of 
state powers, elimination of the rights of the people, and the complete dissolution of the Union and our Constitu-
tion.        

 

Guest Article: KrisAnne Hall Continued . . . 

http://www.constitution.org/cons/kent1798.htm
http://www.constitution.org/cons/virg1798.htm
http://www.constitution.org/cons/virg1798.htm
http://www.constitution.org/cons/virg1798.htm
http://www.constitution.org/cons/kent1798.htm
http://www.constitution.org/cons/kent1799.htm
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 “the doctrine which denies to the States the right of protecting their reserved powers, and which would vest in the 
General Government (it matters not through which department) the right of determining, exclusively and finally, 
the powers delegated to it, is incompatible with the sovereignty of the States, and of the Constitution itself, consid-
ered as the basis of the Federal Union.”  Fort Hill Address, John C. Calhoun July 26, 1831 

If the federal government uses a power that it was not delegated, it does so unconstitutionally. The federal govern-
ment exists solely because of the Constitution.  Therefore any act that is unconstitutional destroys the very legiti-
macy of the federal government’s actions and therefore has no effect whatsoever.  Since it has no effect, the States 
are merely declaring that fact, and are therefore not required to submit. 

An epidemic of Constitutional ignorance has made it popular in our day to declare “this is the law of the land be-
cause the Supreme Court says so,” and since SCOTUS has said “nullification is not valid,” then it is not a proper 
remedy, some even claim that it is treasonous.  The men who founded the nation found the assertion offensive 
that the Supreme Court had the ultimate authority to dictate to the States the acts of the federal government. 

“The idea that the general government is the exclusive judge of the extent of the powers delegated to it, stop noth-
ing short of despotism- since the discretion of those who administer the government, and not the Constitution 
would be the measure of their powers.” Thomas Jefferson, Kentucky Resolution 1799  

To assume that the Supreme Court has the final word on what will or will not be implemented throughout the land 
is to abandon all power of the states, and throw them into complete submission to a federal power. It would be 
like allowing a criminal to determine his own guilt or innocence.    

“If the decision of the judiciary be raised above the authority of the sovereign parties to the Constitution… dan-
gerous powers, not delegated, may not only be usurped and executed by the other departments, but that the judi-
cial department, also, may exercise or sanction dangerous powers beyond the grant of the Constitution… conse-
quently, that the ultimate right of the parties to the Constitution, to judge whether the compact has been danger-
ously violated, must extend to violations by one delegated authority as well as by another--by the judiciary as well 
as by the executive, or the legislature.” James Madison,Virginia Assembly Report of 1800 

Even Federalist, Alexander Hamilton made clear that the Constitution is binding upon any branch of the federal 
government.  To suggest that the creature could overrule its creator was to our founders a complete absurdity.  

"No legislative act, therefore, contrary to the Constitution, can be valid.  To deny this, would be to affirm, that the 
deputy is greater than his principal; that the servant is above his master; that the representatives of the people are 
superior to the people themselves; that men acting by virtue of powers, may do not only what their powers do not 
authorize, but what they forbid." Alexander Hamilton Federalist Paper #78 

It is incumbent upon the STATE REPRESENTATIVES to carry out their oath of office, “support and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States” and be the guardians of the liberty of its citizens.  The Governors and Legislatures must 
draft a Resolution proclaiming the sovereignty of the state and the unconstitutionality of the federal power and 
asserting the state’s duty to deny said power.  That Resolution must then be transmitted by the Governor to the 
Senators and Representatives representing the state in Congress.  

Unwilling to shrink from our representative responsibilities… It would be [deceitful] in those entrusted with the 
GUARDIANSHIP OF THE STATE SOVEREIGNTY, and acting under the solemn obligation of the following oath, — “I do 
swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States,” — not to warn you of encroachments, which, 
though clothed with the pretext of necessity, or disguised by arguments of expediency, may yet establish precedents 
which may ultimately devote a generous and unsuspicious people to all the consequences of usurped 
power.  Address of the General Assembly to the People of the Commonwealth of Virginia January 23, 1799 

When petition fails…when Congress refuses to enforce Separation of Powers and protect the sovereignty of the 
States…when the Supreme Court joins in the unconstitutional use of power, we cannot admit that revolution is the 
only solution that remains! Revolution does not save the Constitution, it can only destroy it.  There must be an-
other peaceful resolution; and there is: It is called Nullification. For the federal government or the States to deny 
this method of constitutional remedy is to say they are resolved to the destruction of the Constitution and the po-
tential of driving its people to revolution.      

 

Guest Article: KrisAnne Hall Continued . . . 

http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=683&chapter=107120&layout=html&Itemid=27
http://www.constitution.org/cons/kent1799.htm
http://www.constitution.org/rf/vr_1799.htm
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed78.asp
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1908&chapter=112444&layout=html&Itemid=27
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“…our Constitution is most worthless and tyrannical, if the usurpations of those who administer it, cannot be re-
sisted by any means short of revolution. I have always considered the reserved powers of the States, as the only real 
check upon the powers of the federal government; and I have always considered it, not only the right, but the impe-
rious duty of the States, so to apply that check, as not to dissolve the Union. And I have never been able to discover 
any mode of doing this, except by the positive refusal of the States to submit to usurpations…” Judge Able P. Up-
shur, An Exposition of the Virginia Resolutions of 1798 (No. I) 

The acquiescence of the states, under infractions of the federal compact, would either beget a speedy consolida-
tion, by precipitating the state governments into impotency and contempt, or prepare the way for a revolution, 
by a repetition of these infractions until the people are aroused to appear in the majesty of their strength.  Address 
of the General Assembly to the People of the Commonwealth of Virginia, January 23, 1799 

Therefore, in upholding their oath the States must stand against any legislation that serves to steal power from the 
state, thus destroying the Constitution.  If the States fail to stand against this tyrannical use of power by the federal 
government, they will consent to their own destruction, or worse, to revolution. 

“Let history be consulted; let the man of experience reflect; nay, let the artificers of monarchy be asked what fur-
ther materials they can need for building up their favorite system.”  Address of the General Assembly to the People 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1799.      

 

Guest Article: KrisAnne Hall Continued . . . 

 

HIT  THE  

LINKS: 

To Break 

the Chains 

of Tyranny: 

To see your favorite link in the Sentinel ~ send it to: 

terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  

Wood County Republican Party: 

www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com  

Tea Party Connections:  

Tea Party 911 Website 

Tea Party911 Newsletter  It’s all new. 

To Subscribe to the Tea Party 911 Newsletter  Subscribe here. 

Tea Party 911 Blog Site  They are always interesting.                                              

Texas National Movement Website  

Referendum on Texas Independence 

Things to Think About re Texas Independence  

Tenth Amendment Center 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Voter Fraud 

More Voter Fraud 

Glock Talk 

Why the US Needs to Boot the UN 

Charity vs Entitlement 

Spiked by National Media 

Important Videos for Rural Americans 

Egypt Unwrapped 

What Is Being Taught In Our Schools 

Interesting Survey 

Your Tax Dollars Well Spent 

Take the Survey 

Sentinel Treat(s) - All intended to inspire and/or entertain. 

   Notice How Syria Is Different 

   Landfill Harmonic 

   Dream 

   Christmas Flash Mob   

   Universal Language 

   Old People Go Fly A Kite 

   Just 4 Laughs    

Who Said This:  

"Anyone who thinks he can be happy 
and prosperous by letting the Govern-

ment take care of them, better take a 

closer look at the American Indian."  

Answer below  the star on page 27 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+broken+chains&view=detail&id=30A675EB864AB827F5A2F68347F1E1DF99B29F1D&qpvt=pictures+of+broken+chains
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Examiner,_and_Journal_of_Political_Economy/Volume_2/Number_4/An_Exposition_of_the_Virginia_Resolutions_of_1798
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1908&chapter=112444&layout=html&Itemid=27
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1908&chapter=112444&layout=html&Itemid=27
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1908&chapter=112444&layout=html&Itemid=27
mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
http://www.teaparty911.com/index.htm
http://www.teaparty911.com/newsletter/current.html
http://www.teaparty911.com/blog/email-updates/
http://www.teaparty911.com/blog/
http://www.texasnationalist.com/
http://www.texasnationalist.com/independence-referendum-bill.pdf
https://skydrive.live.com/?cid=f253ffbbe352a285&id=F253FFBBE352A285%21122
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/
http://conservativeamericaonline.blogspot.com/2012/11/video-voters-tell-fox-news-their-votes.html?utm_source=America%27s+Conservative+News&utm_campaign=cffab4b55f-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email#more
http://conservativeamericaonline.blogspot.com/2012/11/video-millions-of-votes-cast-in-2012.html?utm_source=America%27s+Conservative+News&utm_campaign=cffab4b55f-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email#more
http://www.youtube.com/embed/vsVCHE7ayPE?rel=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzEEgtOFFlM
https://www.youtube.com/embed/rEM4NKXK-iA?feature=player_detailpage
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Two-wounded-in-theater-shooting-4122668.php
http://www.defendruralamerica.com/DRA/Home.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrRuR2ljdlk
http://houston.cbslocal.com/2012/11/23/texas-schools-teaching-boston-tea-party-as-terrorist-act/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/polls/2012/dec/27/who-blame-if-us-unable-avert-fiscal-cliff/results/
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=shrimp+on+a+treadmill+study&view=detail&mid=A7B433B6EDE371AF7260A7B433B6EDE371AF7260&first=0&qpvt=shrimp+on+a+treadmill+study
http://www.michelebachmann.com/survey7/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/Pwe-pA6TaZk?rel=0
http://www.karmatube.org/videos.php?id=3704
http://joshspector.com/2011/02/13/now-this-is-a-great-commercial/
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Vnt7euRF5Pg&vq=medium
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=GBaHPND2QJg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=nr9KrqN_lIg
http://www.flixxy.com/animals-are-awesome-too.htm#.ULqiM-_5M7s
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Second Amendment to the United States Constitution: 
A well regulated Milita, being necessary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 

Read More  

 

Opponents of gun control include: 
George Washington 
Thomas Jefferson 
James Madison 
Alexander Hamilton 

Proponents of gun control include: 
Adolph Hitler 
Joseph Stalin 
Fidel Castro 
Barack Obama 

“Those who hammer their guns into plows will 
plow for those who do not.” ~ Thomas Jefferson 

“Those who trade liberty for security have nei-
ther.” ~ John Adams 

Free men do not ask permission to bear arms. 

An armed man is a citizen.  An unarmed man is a 
subject. 

Only a government which fears its citizens tries 
to control them. 

Gun control is not about guns; it’s about control. 

You have only the rights you are willing to fight 
for. 

Know guns, know peace, know safety./ No guns, 
no peace, no safety. 

You don’t shoot to kill; you shoot to stay alive. 

Assault is a behavior not a device. 

64,999,987 firearms owners killed no one yester-
day. 

The United States Constitution ©1791.  All Rights 
Reserved. 

The Second Amendment is in place in case the 
politicians ignore the others. 

What part of ‘shall not be infringed’ do you not un-
derstand? 

Guns have only two enemies; rust and politicians. 

When you remove the people’s right to bear arms, 
you create slaves. 

The American Revolution would never have hap-
pened with gun control. 

The Second Amendment is your permit. 

http://www.teaparty911.com/blog/second-amendment/
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 A LITTLE GUN HISTORY: 
  
In 1929, the Soviet Union established gun control. From 1929 to 1953, about 20 million dissidents, unable to 
defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
In 1911, Turkey established gun control. From 1915 to 1917, 1.5 million Armenians, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
Germany established gun control in 1938 and from 1939 to 1945, a total of 13 million Jews and others who were 
unable to defend themselves were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
China established gun control in 1935. From 1948 to 1952, 20 million political dissidents, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
Guatemala established gun control in 1964. From 1964 to 1981, 100,000 Mayan Indians, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
Uganda established gun control in 1970. From 1971 to 1979, 300,000 Christians, unable to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and exterminated. 
------------------------------ 
Cambodia established gun control in 1956. From 1975 to 1977, one million educated people, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
----------------------------- 
Defenseless people rounded up and exterminated in the 20th Century because of gun control: 56 million. 
------------------------------ 
You won't see this data on the US evening news, or hear politicians disseminating this information. 

Guns in the hands of honest citizens save lives and property and, yes, gun-control laws ONLY adversely affect 
only the law-abiding citizens. 
Take note my fellow Americans, before it's too late! 

The next time someone talks in favor of gun control, please remind them of this history lesson. 

During WW II the Japanese decided not to invade America because they knew most Americans were 
ARMED! 
The purpose of fighting is to win. 
There is no possible victory in defense. 
The sword is more important than the shield, and skill is more important than either. 
The final weapon is the brain. 
All else is supplemental. 
 

Switzerland issues every household a gun. 
Switzerland's government trains every adult they issue a rifle. 
Switzerland has the lowest gun related crime rate of any civilized country in the world. 

 

Only in America: 

~ would we think disarming law abiding citizens is a solution to an armed criminal class.  

~ can they have terrorists kill people in the name of Allah and have the media primarily react by fretting 
that Muslims might be harmed by the backlash.  

~ could the people who believe in balancing the budget and sticking by the country's Constitution be 
thought of as "extremists."                                                         continued on Page 27 
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The End of an Empire  
Our Constitutional Republic died a peaceful death on November 6, 2012. Having reached the point of 
no return in comatose state after years of progressive and illegal immigration assaults, the fabric of 

conservative society is now completely unraveled and Uncle Sam’s America is no more. 

The United States of America is now relegated to the dust bin of history as a “has been” empire. The 
Shining  City on the Hill, hope of so many millions since July 4, 1776, no longer exists. What rises 
from ashes is a country few of us will recognize, like, or learn to accept submissively. 

After 236 years of existence, a new country emerges today, run by secular progressives who re-
jected our Constitution, what we stand for, and who we are as a nation. The Supreme Court will be 
forever altered after its last conservative members will be replaced by liberal academics who call 
themselves “progressives.” The rule of law will be implemented by Executive Orders, making Con-
gress irrelevant. 

The communist motto “Forward” that resonated with so many ignorant Americans will plunge us 
into many years of darkness from which we will never be able to recover. We have proven our 
Founding Fathers right, they did give us Constitutional Republic and we were unable to maintain it. 

The forces of failed communist fundamental transformation driven underground in many places 
around the world, resurfaced with vengeance in the United States and have now taken over. 

How long we will still have freedom of speech, movement, assembly, and control of our private 
property remains to be seen. Faith and churches will be driven underground; allowing secularism to 
prosper and take deep roots among progressives whose God is Mother Earth. 

The welfare-dependent Americans, unions, and illegal aliens have chosen for the rest of us a dark 
path of serfdom to big government and to socialist utopia. 

Who would have guessed the very people who complained government is not extricating them from 
disaster or giving them help they needed in aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, would vote for the very 
politicians who turned their backs on needy Americans after lights went dark when political photo 
opportunities ended? 

Who would have guessed Americans were as ignorant and irresponsible as to choose fiscal de-
struction over fiscal sanity for their children and grandchildren, secularism and communism over 
faith, dependence over personal responsibility and self-reliance? 

Americans have been protesting for the last four years the dismal state of the economy and direc-
tion of our country, corruption of our politicians, and loss of personal and economic freedom.     

 Dr. Ileana Johnson Paugh was born in Ploiesti, Romania during the communist era of Nicolae 
Ceausescu. A survivor of communist utopia and its indoctrination, she immigrated to the United 
States in 1978. She became a proud naturalized American citizen by choice in 1982. Dr. Ileana 
Johnson Paugh earned four college degrees in the United States, a Bachelor of Arts in German, a 
Bachelor of Science in International Relations and Foreign Trade, a Master of Arts in German, 
and an Educational Doctor with emphasis in teaching Economics and Foreign Languages. As a 
college professor of 30 years, she taught various Economics classes. As a gifted teacher, the au-
thor taught German, Italian, Russian, and Latin. She worked as a translator for various legal and 
scientific organizations. The author lives in Northern Virginia with her husband David.  

Guest Article: 
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Rallies in support of conservatism overwhelmed venues for Mitt Romney while rallies for our bum-
bling President became scarcer and scarcer. Yet, miraculously, at the ballot box, our President won 
all over the country. 
 
We lost seats in Senate. Americans chose liars and cheats to be their Senators and Representa-
tives, rejecting those who protected Constitution. The candidate from Massachusetts who claimed 
direct American Indian lineage to Pocahontas is now a Senator, having defeated Scott Brown. Rep-
resentative Allen West lost his seat by a narrow margin to infamous Wasserman Schultz from Flor-
ida. 
 
Americans chose high unemployment, reduction of our military, communist indoctrination of their 
children, and loss of personal freedoms unlike we have never seen before in this country. 
 
I am saddened by loss of millions and millions of American soldiers and Marines who have died to 
preserve freedom yet we lost it on November 6, 2012. Those buried in cemeteries around the world 
and at Arlington must be rolling in their graves today. We shamelessly allowed their sacrifice of 
blood and treasure to go in vain. We have no honor because we let down all soldiers who fought in 
recent times and returned home limbless with lives shattered from physical and mental wounds of 
war. 
 
I mourn today the loss of my adopted country. I have fought hard over the last four years to prevent 
its overt and accelerated destruction but darker forces stronger than many of us have overcome 
concerted efforts by millions of Americans to maintain the Republic. Mediocrity, sloth, godlessness, 
dependence, cowardice, using law selectively or ignoring it, and hopeless corruption will define this 
new country.           

Guest Article: Dr. Ileana Johnson Paugh Continued . . . 

As a matter of policy, the 
Sentinel rarely publishes 
commentary as pessimistic as 
the article above.  The excep-
tion is made in the case of Dr. 
Paugh because of her earlier 
exposure to communism.  The 
best and most informed conser-
vatives often come from com-
munist countries.  I highly rec-
ommend we heed their insight-
ful warnings. 

 
 
The illustration on the right is 

intended to lighten the mood, 
but not to cause you to forget 
the powerful lessons in the 
above guest article. 

  Just in time for Christmas, a 
new Muslim doll. 
 
  But nobody 
knows what it 
says because 
nobody is 
brave enough 
to pull the 
cord. 
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 Voter Fraud? 

 

 

From Bill O'Reilly's message board:  
  
Most everyone suspected fraud, but these numbers prove it and our government and media refuse 

to do anything about it. 

As each state reported their final election details, the evidence of voter fraud is astounding. 

Massive voter fraud has been reported in areas of OH and FL, with PA, WI and VA, all are de-

ploying personnel to investigate election results. 

Here are just a few examples of what has surfaced with much more to come. 

In 59 voting districts in the Philadelphia region, Obama  received 100% of the votes with not 

even a single vote recorded for Romney. (A mathematical and statistical impossibility). 

In 21 districts in Wood County Ohio, Obama received 100% of 
  the votes where GOP inspectors were illegally removed from their 
  polling locations - and not one single vote was recorded for Romney. 

  (Another statistical impossibility). 

In Wood County Ohio, 106,258 voted in a county with only 

  98,213 eligible voters. 

In St. Lucie County, FL, there were 175,574 registered 

  eligible voters but 247,713 votes were cast. 

The National SEAL Museum, a polling location in St. Lucie 

  County, FL had a 158% voter turnout. 

Palm Beach County, FL had a 141% voter turnout. 

In Ohio County, Obama won by 108% of the total number of 

  eligible voters. 

 
NOTE: Obama won in every state that did not require a Photo ID and lost in every state that did re-

quire a Photo ID in order to vote. 

Only in America:  (continued from page 24) 

~ could the government collect more tax dollars from the people than any nation in recorded history, still 
spend a Trillion dollars more than it has per year - for total spending of $7-Million PER MINUTE, and 
complain that it doesn't have nearly enough money.  

~ could you need to present a driver's license to cash a check or buy alcohol, but not to vote.   

~  could politicians talk about the greed of the rich at a $35,000.00 a plate campaign fund-raising event.  

~ would they make people who want to legally become American citizens wait for years in their home 
countries and pay tens of thousands of dollars for the privilege while we discuss letting anyone who 
sneaks into the country illegally just 'magically' become American citizens. 

~ could people demand the government investigate whether oil companies are gouging the public be-
cause the price of gas went up when the return on equity invested in a major U.S. oil company 
(Marathon Oil) is less than half of a company making tennis shoes (Nike).   

~ can a man with no background, no qualifications and no experience ... and a complete failure at his 
job ... be reelected.  

~ could the rich people - who pay 86% of all income taxes - be accused of not paying their "fair share" by 
people who don't pay any income taxes at all.                         

 Henry Ford 
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 Contact List:  * 

 

National 

 

U. S. Senators 

 

Kay Bailey Hutchison 

http://hutchison.senate.gov/ 

Dallas District Office 214-361-3500 

Washington D.C. Office 202-224-5922 

 

John Cornyn 

http://cornyn.senate.gov/ 

Tyler District Office 903-593-0902 

Washington D.C. Office 202-224-2934 

 

U.S. Congressmen 

 

Jeb Hensarling-District 5 

http://hensarling.house.gov/ 

Athens District Office 903-675-8288 

Washington D.C. Office 202-225-3484 

 

Louie Gohmert-District 1 

http://gohmert.house.gov/ 

Tyler District Office 903-561-6349 

Washington D.C. Office  202-225-3035 

 

State of Texas 

 
State Senator 

 
Kevin Eltife-District 1 

www.kevin.eltife@senate.state.tx.us 

Tyler District Office 903-596-9122 

3304 S. Broadway, Tyler 75701 

Austin Office 512-463-0101 

 

State Representative 

 

Bryan Hughes-District 5 

www.bryan.hughes@house.state.tx.us 

Mineola District Office 903-569-8880 

701 N. Pacific, Mineola 75773 

Austin Office 512-463-0271 

Wood County 
http://co.wood.tx.us/ 

www.mywoodcounty.com 

 

Courthouse Main 903-763-2716 

   100 S. Main St., Quitman 75783 

  

County Commissioners 903-763-2716 

Pct 1-Keith Gilbreath 903-850-0151 

Pct 2-Jerry Gaskill 903-569-3802 

Pct 3-Roger Pace 903-857-2311 

Pct 4-Jon Shirley 903-342-3079 

County Judge Bryan Jeanes 903-763-2716 

County Clerk-Kelley Price 903-763-2711 

Cnty Tax Assessor-Carol Taylor 903-763-2261 

     301 E. Goode St., Quitman 

Cnty Treasurer-Becky Burford 903-763-4186 

 

District Attorney-Jim Wheeler 903-763-4515 

District Judge-Tim Boswell 

   402 Judicial District Court 903-763-2332 

District Clerk-Jenica Turner 903-763-2361 

 

Justices-of-the-Peace    
Pct 1-Alice Tomerlin 903-763-2713 

   402 S. Stephens St., Quitman 

Pct 2-Wes Criddle 903-569-3802 

   716 N. Greenville Hwy., Mineola 

Pct 3-Clancy Holmes 903-769-3517 

   117 E. Blackbourn St., Hawkins 

Pct 4-Cindy Weems 903-342-3079 

   1001 E. Coke, Winnsboro 

 

Sheriff Bill Wansley 903-763-2201 

 

Constables 

Pct 1-Stephen Bowser 903-850-5326 

Pct 2-Edward Shadbolt 903-569-5495 

Pct 3-Gary Dixon 903-769-1030 

Pct 4-J L Pennington 903-342-3079 

 

Republican Party of Wood County 

www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com 

Chairman-Janie Walenta 903-763-4671 

All information courtesy of Janie Walenta, Wood 
County Republican Chair 

* Information accurate as of December, 2012 

http://hutchison.senate.gov/
http://cornyn.senate.gov/
http://hensarling.house.gov/
http://gohmert.house.gov/
http://www.kevin.eltife@senate.state.tx.us
http://www.bryan.hughes@house.state.tx.us
http://co.wood.tx.us/
http://www.mywoodcounty.com
http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
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 BOOK REVIEW: 

by: Terrell AronSpeer 

Killing Lincoln 

 & 

Killing Kennedy 

Make no mistake, it’s O’Reilly and Dugard who are making a killing on these two must read books.  Each book 
is a hefty 300 pages long, but the print is fairly large and easy to read.  You will be amazed at how quickly the 
pages pass through your hands.  Although volumes have been written about both events, it is a rare reader who 
will not learn something new.   

Bill O’Reilly’s name is much larger in this review just as it is on both book jackets.  I sort of resented this as I 
am at best a lukewarm O’Reilly fan.  However it is hard not to recognize O’Reilly’s conversational style 
throughout both works.  The writing is crisp and the reading is fast as you become a witness to this history.  The 
only disappointment comes when you realize there is no more book to read.   

Killing Lincoln covers a much narrower time span of little more than four months.  This covers the six weeks 
leading up to the assassination and the time it took to capture, try and execute the conspirators.  Unproven 
conspiracy theories about Lincoln’s assassination, and there are several, are rarely mentioned and given no 
weight.  Neither book tolerates unproven theories.  If you are looking for support for your own favorite 
conspiracy theory, you will not find it here.  Of course, the authors do recognize that the killing of Lincoln was a 
conspiracy and the book does not end until the conspirators are tracked down and hung. 

Not so in the case of Killing Kennedy.  There are few references to conspiracy and none flattering.  But there 
are instances where facts, only a few pages or even a few paragraphs apart, seem to support certain conspiracy 
theories, yet the authors do not put them together.  The authors did not mention conspiracy at the end of the 
book when they catalogued the demise of various characters surrounding the assassination even though a 
number came to questionable ends.  Most surprising was that O’Reilly himself, in 1977 a young reporter doing 
some investigative reporting on the Kennedy assassination, traveled to Florida to interview a witness, who, 
while O’Reilly was waiting for him to answer the door, committed suicide inside the house.  This is reminiscent 
of events which plagued the investigations by New Orleans district attorney Jim Garrison.  But O’Reilly does not 
question these events.  It is as if he lacks a reporter’s curiosity.   

Killing Kennedy covers the entirety of his Presidency.  As O’Reilly is an Irish Catholic, I assumed he would be a 
Kennedy sycophant - not so!  His criticism of Kennedy in office was the same as staunch Republicans of the era.  
The authors detailed Kennedy’s weakness in dealing with Nikita Khrushchev, his reticence in the Bay of Pigs 
invasion and his ambivalence in dealing with the civil rights movement.  Most reporters have long since 
expunged these embarrassing facts from the historical record.   

These accounts are as factually honest as any you are likely to find anywhere.  Each paragraph is 
a literary potato chip.  You just have to have another one.  Once you have read these books, and I 
hope you do, you immediately start thinking of who you would recommend them to—I thought of 
you.  There is a version of Killing Lincoln for young people and I assume a similar one on Killing 
Kennedy will be out shortly.  Our young people need to know our history and these books may 
start them on that journey.  In the mean time, the journey is yours and I envy you that.  Both 
books are available at discounted prices from Sam’s, Costco and other retailers. 

 

Both books a collaboration by: 

Bill O’Reilly  
& Martin Dugard 


