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“Courage Is Contagious”  Pass it on. 
 

 
 

 

 2011 August  

The Lake Country Republican Club Meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the library 

here in Quitman ,Texas at 6 PM 

 
 

Fasten Your Seat Belts Please! 

 
As a pilot myself I have seen my share of turbu-

lence.  But if I were flying through this stock market I 

would be looking for a safe place to ‗put her down.‘  Everything this Presi-

dent does appears to be engineered to make our economy worse.  Either he 

is a colossal dunderhead or a malevolent force.  I will let you decide for 

yourself.   

 

The stock market is supposed to establish the true market value of a 

company and its performance?  Yet every Mom and Pop company and 

every corporation sees its fortunes rise and fall daily without regard to cor-

porate policies or prospects.  Every move the government makes throws the 

market into convulsions.  The market is measuring the performance of gov-

ernment and recording its every move.  Does this fact alone not tell us that 

this out-of-control government is way too big and way too intrusive?   

 

If this administration gets its way, soon government will consume 40% 

of our economy.  Can anyone justify why the government should consume 

even 10%?  This is unsustainable.  It must be painfully obvious to all that 

this government does way too much and all of it poorly.  This next election 

has to be about much more than electing Republicans.  The people we send 

to Washington must be committed to putting our fiscal house in order and 

getting government off the back of the ordinary citizen.  I pray for our chil-

dren, grand children and America, this last best hope for mankind.  

 

 

God Bless the United States 

  

Regards to All, 

  

Greg Bowen 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Minutes of the Meeting 
Lynn AronSpeer 

Lake Country Republican Minutes 

General Meeting Minutes 

July 26th, 2011 

 
The LCRC met at the Quitman Library, Goode Street, Quitman, TX.  At 6:10 PM our presi-

dent, Greg Bowen, called the meeting to order. 

Joyce Spencer led the prayer and Terrell AronSpeer led the pledges. 

Greg noted elected officials present were Sheriff Bill Wansley, Constables Steve Bowser 

and Ed Shadbolt, former sheriff and upcoming sheriff candidate, Dwaine Daugherty, 

County Chair Helen Heavey and 5th District State representative, Bryan Hughes. 

 

Following were Committee Reports: 

Minutes for May, 2011 were approved as written. 

Treasurer:  Gene Shoemaker‘s report was approved. 

Greg announced that, in the interest of time, other reports would be skipped so as to leave 

the maximum length of time for our evening‘s speaker, Fifth District State Representative, 

Bryan Hughes. 

 

Program:  Bryan Hughes reminded the membership that the Texas legislature meets only 

140 days every two years and that‘s a good thing.  Also mentioned was his salary of $600/

month.  Mr. Hughes went over the redistricting map; his territory covers all of Wood 

County, Rains, Titus, Morris, Camp and portions of northern and eastern Smith counties.  

Lost were Upshur and Harrison. 

 

A number of this legislature‘s accomplishments were covered: 

Budget was cut from 187 million back to 172. 

House stopped the Senate from spending the entire Rainy Day Fund. 

Photo ID passed and was signed to be effective 9/1/11. 

Sonogram bill passed and was signed. 

 

Bryan conducted a spirited question and answer period that con-

sumed the balance of the meeting. 

 

Greg announced the date of the next LCRC meeting to be 8/23/11. 

The meeting was adjourned sometime before 8:00 PM.  (Your secre-

tary was so entertained by the program that she failed to notice the 

time.) 

Submitted by Lynn AronSpeer, Secretary. 
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Membership: 

 

Dear Lake Country Republicans, 
 

The July 26 meeting was extremely well attended with over 50 peo-
ple present. 
We gained 5 more members, also! Then we added a 6th new mem-
ber on August 1, 2011 at the Holly Lake/Hawkins Club meeting!  Fol-
lowing are the names and addresses of the new members: 
 

Kenneth & Betty Carr  
111 Minwood 
Mineola, TX 
903-569-2315 
bcarr@banktexas.org 
 

Florence Gore (Betty Carr’s mother) 
111 Minwood 
Mineola, TX 75773 
 

Charles Caffrey 
801 Cimarron Trail 
Holly Lake Ranch, TX 75765 
903-725-3621 
 

Carol M. Foster 
249 Simpkins 
Alba, TX 75410 
903-76-2364 
 

Jim Brown 
P.O. Box 542 
Quitman, TX 75783 
903-850-7878 
jim@pegasuspi.com  
 

I would like to express my appreciation to members who provided the food for the July 
meeting.  Even though we had above average attendance at the meeting, it seemed that 
there was enough food for everyone.  Thank you! 
 

Joanna Bowen, 
Membership Committee Chair 

LCRC August 23 Meeting 

Program Notes:  Documentary film “Agenda” Grinding America down. 
 

LCRC meets on the 23rd this month.  What else happened on this date 
in American History? 

 

1775 -  King George III declares the colonies to be in a state of open rebel-
lion.  Within the year we let him know we agreed with his assessment. 

1914 -  Japan declares war on Germany (WW I).  By 1941 all was forgiven. 
 

LCRC meets in the Quitman library at 6 PM.  Enter on the east side toward the back 

mailto:bcarr@banktexas.org
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Treasurers Report:  

 

Debt ceiling has been raised and we still have no payments going out..lol 
 

$ 1534.16 
 

Submitted by: Gene Shoemaker, Treasurer 

Hospitality:  

Janice sent Welcoming cards to all the new members and one to 
Eugene Spencer as he is recovering from surgery 
 To report hospitality issues: 
Contact Janice Logan at 223 County Road 1961, Yantis, 75497, phone 903-383
-3247, cell # 903-850-3267.   

Thank you.        

Janice Logan, Hospitality Chair 

FUNDRAISING COMMITEE; 
  

 Help Wanted 

 

 See Sign 

REPUBLICAN PARTY, COUNTY CHAIR 
 

My thoughts: 
I think we should go to a flat tax, everyone will have pay the same percentage - 10%.  The people 
that don't pay tax and still get the Earned Income Tax back should have to pay tax  just like every-
one else and stop the EIT, right now.  I do not know how much revenue this would generate But I 
am sure it would help a lot.  How this would work is cut out all tax credit, etc.  Everyone would be 
paying the same %.    There would be no exceptions for  any one.   
 

The Congressman, Senators , the President and White House staff would have to take a 50% cut in 
their salaries until we have a balanced budget and the debt is paid off. I am sure it would not take 
long to get this country in good standing. Plus with 50% cut and everyone paying taxes, we would 
have enough money to take care of all our money problems. 
 

This would be so simple,  every dollar we received we would know how 
much taxes we owed.  This could be sent  in on a  form every quarter. So 
easy, I know Obama thinks we are all too stupid to handle this ourselves, 
but we can prove him wrong again.   
 

These are my thoughts, I would like to hear your thoughts. 
 

www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com  
 

Helen Heavey,  Wood County Republican Chairman 

 

Your picture 
here 

http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=help+wanted+sign+picture&view=detail&id=9BAA365583359A62E4964883BAB74E12BF4BEEB8&first=0&qpvt=help+wanted+sign+picture&FORM=IDFRIR
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Editorial Page:  
Charity ~ Begins in the Home ~ Ends in the House 

 

Charity, freely given by an individual, is virtuous.  Charity, 
engaged in by the State, institutionalizes theft.  When an 
individual freely gives of his time, his effort, his holdings for the 
benefit of another he has chosen to do good.  The recipient feels 
gratitude, respect and usually aspires to be more like his 
benefactor.  The charitable person additionally usually monitors, 
often in some casual way, to be sure that the gift is used to the 
greatest benefit or at least that it is not squandered.  The 
charitable individual feels good about himself, which reinforces the behavior, virtue 
being its own reward.  The recipient of such charity feels gratitude, is humbled and 

beyond the gift of charity receives a role model for a future self.   

There is nothing but benefit in this relationship.  All great religions encourage 
charity for this reason.  It makes better people of us all.  We are put here to perfect 
ourselves.  Charity is a great tool in this pursuit and its practice is a great exercise, 
strengthening whatever inside us may be good.  When we practice charity we can 
actually feel it strengthen us.  The recipient feels valued as a human being and 
aspires to do better to please his benefactor. 

“Charity,” given by the State, no matter how well intended, has none of these 
beneficial attributes.  This is true even when the money comes from the same person 
in the example above and is given to the same recipient.  Same money, same people; 
how can the result be so different?  What happened here? 

The short answer is that the relationship, the very human relationship, is broken 
when the State gets involved.  The charitable person, henceforth known as the 
“taxpayer,” is separated from his money by force (institutionalized theft.)  There is no 
feeling of charity here.  In fact it is replaced by resentment.  He resents that he had no 
say in what was taken from him.  He resents that he has no say in where or how his 
funds are allocated or who might deserve to receive their benefit.  On the contrary, all 
too often the taxpayers‟ funds are spent on “charity” the taxpayer sees as destructive 
(abortions for the poor or offensive art,) a “charity” he would never voluntarily 
support.  He resents how the bureaucrats who dispense his largess do so casually, 
indiscriminately and with the poorest of monitoring to make sure it produces a good 
result.  He resents that others are not taxed as much as he.  He only hopes the 
beneficiaries appreciate his sacrifice.  He resents that they do not. 

The recipient only wants more and resents that he does not get it.  And why 
shouldn‟t he be resentful?  It is not like the person giving him the money is out 
anything.  It‟s not their money either, so why so stingy?  And since it is not the 
bureaucrat‟s money, he has little incentive to monitor whether it goes for food for the 
recipient‟s children or for crack cocaine.  If such a finding is made, the bureaucrat 
points to how much good they do, promises to do better and moves on.  Is this sloppy 
what-ever attitude now the role model for the recipients of charity?  This will not build 
a better society.  It will only coarsen the one you have.  This does not make us better 
people.  It dehumanizes us.  This statist philosophy is called humanistic but it is the 
antithesis of that.  

 cont . . . 
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Let us know what you think.   

Email the editor at  terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  
For additional editorial comment visit  http://www.teaparty911.com  click editorials at top. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

Only one this month.  Karen writes: 

―Richard Stengel is suffering from parchment envy.....now that's hilarious.  Great article!‖ 

Somebody understands me!  Thanks, Karen. 

This outcome is predictable and obvious.  This mechanism can be seen at work in 
all aspects of government.  People, even caring people, will not spend money which 
does not belong to them as wisely as they spend their own money.   

 

Assume you have a neighbor who is infirm or in some way limited in how they are able 
to care for themselves.  You, as a charitable person, offer to do some shopping for them.  
They have the means, are grateful for your attentions and give you a list and funds 
adequate for the purchases.  At the store you find a big sale on adult diapers, which 
personally you could not use, but it is on the list.  In order to take advantage of the sale 
you would have to purchase a much larger quantity than the list specifies.  Do you 
purchase the additional quantity with your own funds and offer them to your neighbor?  
Could she store such a quantity of the bulky item and is her need for them temporary or 
long term?  As intelligent as you are, you do not have the information to make such a 
decision and of course your cell phone is as worthless as cord wood inside the store.  
Perhaps it is best just not to mention the sale.    

 

Our Founders, with no knowledge of cell phones, adult diapers or Walmart 
supercenters anticipated such situations as part of the human condition.  No one is in 
a better position to make a decision for an individual than the individual herself.  It is 
why our Founders structured our government as a limited government.  These were 
wise men.   The lesson from State run charity is obvious.  Often wisdom comes from 
observing the obvious and acting as if it were so.   

 

Our Founders believed that for this reason a militia of self interested property 
owners could beat the world‟s finest, government run, paid standing army.  And they 
did.    

 

As we become a more charitable nation (government sponsored charity) we become a 
less charitable people.  You cannot build a nation while destroying its people.  From 
this example of charity, the nature of government as an inefficient and destructive 
instrument of action is obvious and can be seen to work in all aspects of government.  
As your government grows larger, the citizen becomes smaller and the society in which 
he functions becomes more dysfunctional.  We see this disfunctionality at work in 
every department and every agency of our government today.  To restore functionality 
we need only return the government to its Constitutional limits.  What this government 
wants to do for us is no gift.  We must do these things for ourselves. 

 

What can we do?  The single most important thing we can take from this 

editorial today is found in our “Hit the Links” section (pg. 20).  The fourth link from 

the bottom on the left “Here is what YOU can do.”  Click the link ~  ed 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.wcwtp.org
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Subscribe to the Sentinel: 

 

There is no charge and we assure you it is worth every penny. 

 

  To subscribe click the link: terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net   
   Type ―SUBSCRIBE‖ and press the send button. 

 

A Time of Economic Woe 
(To be read, but not aloud) 

 

I heard a lady on a Beck‟s radio show the other day 
say, “This is a time of economic woe.”  She is right.  To 
this big government I say whoa unto thee.  

To congress I say whoa.  Stop the spending.  Stop 
creating unconstitutional “super committees.”  Stop creating 
unconstitutional regulatory agencies.  Do your own d__n job your own d__n 
self.  Whoa unto thee.   

To this President I say whoa.  Stop creating unconstitutional czars.  
What is this, Russia?  Stop with the executive orders; you‟re not a czar 
either.  Just stop it.  Whoa unto thee. 

To the Supreme Court I say whoa.  Just because you have a “good idea” 
in your head does not mean it is in the Constitution.  Give your idea to 
your buddy on the Hill and ask him to propose it as an amendment.  Once 
people start debating and voting on your idea, it will become apparent, 
even to you, how stupid and destructive it actually is.  Whoa unto you I 
say. 

To the Fed I also say whoa.  Stop making money from keyboard entries.  
Apparently these cheap dollars can‟t even buy ink anymore.  Just because 
you can turn dollars into dimes does not make you Jesus Christ.  Get a 
hearing test.  Whoa unto you too. 

Don‟t make us come down there.  Just stop it.  Play by the rules.  That‟s 
why we wrote them down.  Just say Whoa. ~ ed 

Who Said It? 
 

"The world steps aside for the person that knows where they're going." 

Answer at the bottom of page 19 below the margin 

  Adam blamed Eve 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Quick Comments: 

 

President Obama is to be glorified in a new movie about the assassination of Osama bin 
Laden.  The movie is slated for release just weeks before the 2012 election.  Is this 

President lucky . . . or what? 

 

Sara Palin and Rick Perry were hanging out in Aims, Iowa (no, not together) during the 

debate.  Rick had the good sense to announce his candidacy shortly thereafter.  I as-
sume he is serious and we will see him up on the stage next time.  Rick Santorum 

had his interview, the day after the debate, interrupted for a reported sighting of Palin 

walking her dog the night before.  Is Palin‟s strategy clever or just narcissistic bad 

manners? 

 

Dirty tricks are out in the open as Democratic „flash mobs‟ verbally assault Mitt Romney 
as he speaks to Iowans before the debate.  This President sure has a sense of style 

doesn‟t he? 

 

The President says he has a secret plan (a little Nixonian?) to create jobs but he could not 

be distracted from his beach combing to implement it.  Seem the out-of-work will just 
have to be patient. 

 

Republicans struck a great debt deal giving the President trillions for the important work 

of vote buying for miniscule debt reduction for now and some unenforceable cuts in 

some vague future.  It reminds me of Wimpy (old Popeye cartoons) and his offering a 

“nickel tomorrow for a hamburger today.”  So who‟s Wimpy in this story? 
 

Connie Mack US Rep from FL suggests a “penny plan” a 1% solution.  Reduce all budgets 

1% each year until we get in balance.  Seems like a „no brainer.‟  No brainers may be 

all congress is capable of any more.   
 

Your thoughts? terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net   

 

 

  Eve blamed the snake 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net


9  

How Did Socialism Start in America?  

 
May 12, 2011 by Ann-Marie Murrell 

 

The past few years (okay, since Obama took office) we‘ve heard a lot of talk 
about Socialism.  But where did it come from?  How did a German-based phi-
losophy –something that has never even worked—make its way to freedom-based 
America? 

I wanted to learn more about it myself, so I did some research and hope this helps you a little, too.  
I‘ve written it in a way that hopefully is not too confusing but will maybe help you understand what 
we‘re up against in America.  I‘m just skimming the surface, so again please read more about it on 
your own. 

The very first seeds of Socialism were formulated in Switzerland by Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712
-1778).  He was a philosopher who helped influence the French Revolution and developed the 
growth of nationalism. 

Following Rousseau was Karl Heinrich Marx (1818 –1883), the German philosopher who adapted 
many of Rousseau‘s beliefs.  Marx believed capitalism was the ―dictatorship of the bourgeoisie‖ 
and wanted to create a ‗workers state‘—or ‗leveled playing field‘ as the Liberals of 2011 like to call 
it.  Marx believed socialism would eventually be replaced by a ―stateless, classless society called 
pure communism.‖ 

Socialists loved Marx‘s theories so much they created the Frankfurt School. I urge everyone to 
please look up this ―school of philosophy‖ and read more about it; if you‘re like me, you will be sur-
prised how enormously influential it has been on our society. 

The Frankfurt School was founded in Germany and is described as a school of ―neo-Marxist inter-
disciplinary social theory.‖  The school offered an alternative to capitalism and one of its biggest 
messages—and something that is continuing to affect the United States today—is something called 
‗critical theory‘. 

Max Horkheimer of the Frankfurt School described critical theory as ―social theory oriented to-
ward critiquing and changing society as a whole, in contrast to traditional theory oriented only to 
understanding and explaining it.‖  They wanted to integrate all the social sciences—including eco-
nomics, sociology, history, political science, anthropology, and psychology. 

Basically what that means is Frankfurt School wanted to infiltrate all aspects of society and change 
the way ―the educated‖ thought about things by inserting their Marxist beliefs.  And they wanted 
to do it by infiltrating our schools and universities and indoctrinating youth. 

They officially began their indoctrination of American youth when WWII came about and the 
Frankfurt School moved to America. They continued their Marxist teachings at New York‘s Colum-
bia University.  Soon, their sociology department was affiliated in universities throughout the 
United States. 

The following Guest article comes to me from Mary B. who is known to me only 
through the magic of e-mail.  Mary sends me a volume of quality material and is 
one of many non-club members who contribute significant content to the 
Sentinel.  We are grateful for all their efforts.  We are especially grateful to 

Mary for bringing this important research to our attention.  The Sentinel is 

withholding Mary‟s last name to protect her privacy.  If you appreciate this article 
please send your comments to the editor.  ~  ed 

  The snake didn’t have a leg to stand on 

http://www.biographicon.com/view/szrtf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany%20/%20Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher%20/%20Philosopher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_School
http://www.artandpopularculture.com/Critical_theory
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From an article called “Intro to the Frankfurt School”:  

The Frankfurt School is the name given to the social engineers that fled Nazi Germany in order to 
set up their Marxist experiment in the United States. In the 1960s, while the Baby-boomers were ripe 
for cultural transformation, cultural Marxists such as Herbert Marcuse, Max Horkheimer, Theodor 
Adorno, Erich Fromm and Charles Reich practiced “critical theory,” “androgyny” and “cultural 
pessimism” in their “long march through the cultural institutions” — institutions such as the arts, 
cinema, theater, literature, universities, public school system, clergy and today what‟s become 
known as the mass media. Find out how the culture you are now living, sleeping, eating and breath-
ing in has been bastardized by cultural Marxism, also known as „political correctness.‟ 

(It‘s worth noting– Dr. Benjamin Spock was a big follower of Erich Fromm.  Yep, the famous 
baby doctor was a big-time Socialist.) 

    

One of the most influential at the Frankfurt School—
and someone whose influence is still worshipped by 
Liberal/Socialists today–was Herbert Marcuse and his New Left theory.  

 

Marcuse began his teaching career in 1952, first at Columbia, then Harvard, then Brandeis Univer-

sity and ultimately ended up at the University of California, San Diego where he taught until he 

retired in the late 1970‘s. 

Basically, Marcuse‘s New Left was all about tolerance—as long as you are only tolerating liberal/

Marxist beliefs.  ―Liberating tolerance, then, would mean intolerance against movements from the 

Right and toleration of movements from the Left,‖ he wrote. 

Surely, no government can be expected to foster its own subversion, but in a democracy such a right 

is vested in the people (i.e. in the majority of the people)… They would include the withdrawal of 

toleration of speech and assembly from groups and movements which promote aggressive policies, 

armament, chauvinism, discrimination on the grounds of race and religion, or which oppose the ex-

tension of public services, social security, medical care, etc.” (Marcuse‘s 1965 essay ―Repressive 

Tolerance‖) 

Marcuse‘s New Left basically started the Hippie movement, community organizing and college 

campus protests.  They were activists, educators and agitators who wanted to push their Socialistic 

agenda further than it had ever been pushed in America. 

One of those very effective ‗Frankfurt School pushers‘ was Saul Alinsky. 

Alinsky (1909-1972) literally wrote the handbook for Liberals, ―Rules for Radicals‖, which contin-

ues to be used throughout social culture and the media in 2011. 

Playboy magazine once called Alinsky ―one of the great American leaders of the nonsocialist left.‖  

In 1970, Time magazine wrote that ―American democracy is being altered by Alinsky‘s ideas‖ and 

William F. Buckley said he was ―very close to being an organizational genius.‖ 

Some very influential Alinsky followers were Ralph Nader, Cesar Chavez and Jesse Jackson.  

Hillary Clinton wrote her senior honors thesis about the works of Alinsky and ―the effect they have 

on politics today.‖  And of course THE community organizer of 2011, Barack Obama, once wrote 

a Harvard paper called ―After Alinsky:  Community Organizing in Illinois‖. 

http://therealbarackobama.wordpress.com/2010/01/29/intro-to-the-frankfurt-school-political-correctness-and-cultural-marxism/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Spock
http://www.uta.edu/huma/agger/fastcapitalism/5_2/Kellner5_2.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Left
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Marcuse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Marcuse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_Alinsky
http://www.conservapedia.com/Saul_Alinsky


11  

In a nutshell, Alinsky‘s Rules are summed up best by Alinsky himself:  “What follows is for those 

who want to change the world from what it is to what they believe it should be. „The Prince‟ was 

written by Machiavelli for the Haves on how to hold power. „Rules for Radicals‟ is written for the 

Have-Nots on how to take it away.”  

The brilliant thing about Alinsky‘s work—and the reason it continues to be effective today—is be-

cause the plan is to destroy their enemy from within through (very sneaky) infiltration and indoctri-

nation.  He encouraged his radicals to plant seeds of class warfare from within through community 

organizing. 

―According to Alinsky, the organizer — especially a paid organizer from outside — must first 

overcome suspicion and establish credibility. Next the organizer must begin the task of agitating: 

rubbing resentments, fanning hostilities, and searching out controversy. This is necessary to get 

people to participate. An organizer has to attack apathy and disturb the prevailing patterns of com-

placent community life where people have simply come to accept a situation.‖ 

In other words, ―The first step in community organization is community disorganization. 

Through a process combining hope and resentment, the organizer tries to create a ‗mass army‘ that 

brings in as many recruits as possible from local organizations, churches, services groups, labor un-

ions, corner gangs, and individuals.‖  (http://www.conservapedia.com/Saul_Alinsky) 

By the way, the president‘s first political party—back in his radical community organizing days–was 

with ―New Party,‖ socialist democrats: 

The New Party was a radical left organization, established in 1992, to amalgamate far left groups 

and push the United States into socialism by forcing the Democratic Party to the left. It was an at-

tempt to regroup the forces on the left in a new strategy to take power, burrowing from within. The 

party only lasted until 1998, when its strategy of “fusion” failed to withstand a Supreme Court rul-

ing. But dissolving the party didn‟t stop the membership, including Barack Obama, from continuing 

to move the Democrats leftward with spectacular success. (Archives prove Obama was a New Party 

member) 

So there ya go.  The ‗seeds of Socialism‘ began in Germany, came to New York, spread through-

out our universities and helped influence everything from arts and entertainment to newspapers, film 

and television.  And as Andrew Breitbart says, ―We have now entered the first full-fledged 

Alinsky presidency.‖ 

In closing, I‘m adding all of the Alinsky Rules.  Please study them, know them, and recognize 

them when you see them.  They‘re counting on our side not knowing their secrets—so it‘s our re-

sponsibility to make sure we do. 

―Alinsky provides a collection of rules to guide the process. But he emphasizes these rules must be 

translated into real-life tactics that are fluid and responsive to the situation at hand.‖ 

Rule 1: Power is not only what you have, but what an opponent thinks you have. If your organiza-

tion is small, hide your numbers in the dark and raise a din that will make everyone think you have 

many more people than you do. 

Rule 2: Never go outside the experience of your people. The result is confusion, fear, and retreat. 

Rule 3: Whenever possible, go outside the experience of an opponent. Here you want to cause con-

fusion, fear, and retreat. 

Rule 4: Make opponents live up to their own book of rules. ―You can kill them with this, for they 

can no more obey their own rules than the Christian church can live up to Christianity.‖ 

http://www.conservapedia.com/Saul_Alinsky
http://www.conservapedia.com/Saul_Alinsky
http://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2008/10/archives_prove_obama_was_a_new.html
http://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2008/10/archives_prove_obama_was_a_new.html
http://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2008/10/archives_prove_obama_was_a_new.html
http://www.conservapedia.com/Saul_Alinsky
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Rule 5: Ridicule is man‘s most potent weapon. It‘s hard to counterattack ridicule, and it infuriates 

the opposition, which then reacts to your advantage. 

Rule 6: A good tactic is one your people enjoy. ―If your people aren‘t having a ball doing it, there 

is something very wrong with the tactic.‖ 

Rule 7: A tactic that drags on for too long becomes a drag. Commitment may become ritualistic as 

people turn to other issues. 

Rule 8: Keep the pressure on. Use different tactics and actions and use all events of the period for 

your purpose. ―The major premise for tactics is the development of operations that will maintain a 

constant pressure upon the opposition. It is this that will cause the opposition to react to your advan-

tage.‖ 

Rule 9: The threat is more terrifying than the thing itself. When Alinsky leaked word that large 

numbers of poor people were going to tie up the washrooms of O‘Hare Airport, Chicago city au-

thorities quickly agreed to act on a longstanding commitment to a ghetto organization. They imag-

ined the mayhem as thousands of passengers poured off airplanes to discover every washroom occu-

pied. Then they imagined the international embarrassment and the damage to the city‘s reputation. 

Rule 10: The price of a successful attack is a constructive alternative. Avoid being trapped by an 

opponent or an interviewer who says, ―Okay, what would you do?‖ 

Rule 11: Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, polarize it. Don‘t try to attack abstract corpora-

tions or bureaucracies. Identify a responsible individual. Ignore attempts to shift or spread the 

blame. 

According to Alinsky, the main job of the organizer is to bait an opponent into reacting. ―The enemy 

properly goaded and guided in his reaction will be your major strength.‖  

Ann-Marie Murrell is a graduate of Avinger High School and is proof one can survive 

public education.  She has two movie credits to her name.  She now resides in Southern 

California and is active in the Tea Party and conservative causes on which she writes with 
some eloquence.  If you would like to read more Ann-Marie Murrell commentary, google or 

bing her name and choose from the many articles found there.  ~  ed 
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Recently a program was brought to our attention titled "Congregate Dining" which is promoted by 

the East Texas Council Of Government whom also oversees the "Meals on Wheels" program in 

Wood county.  We became aware of the congregate dining program when the Holly Lake Volunteer 

Fire Department was approached to be the serving site for the program for Holly Lake - Hawkins 

area.  The word spread and the program was referred to by most as the "Free Lunch" program, which 

in fact is what it is. 

 

The initial research on the program revealed that the "only" means test for the program for the 

participant was that they be 60 years of age or older.  Since the average age of the Holly Lake Ranch 

resident is about 65, the majority of the residents qualified.  FREE LUNCH.  Further research 

indicated that it was anticipated by the provider of the meals (Traditions restaurant of Tyler) that 

about 110 meals per day would be served between 11:30am and 12:30pm.  The Fire Department 

indicated that they were not interested in being  the serving site, for several reasons, mainly for the 

logistics problems. 

 

Upon doing a survey with the businesses close to Holly Lake Ranch and those in the City of 

Hawkins, the WCWTP found that the restaurants would suffer greatly by way of lost business and 

some indicated that they would be forced to close as a result of the "FREE LUNCH" program.  This 

appears to be another step by the Federal government to create a "Nanny State" and get rid of Free 

Enterprise!  The Holly Lake Ranch area is not a "depressed" area and most of the residents can  

afford their own lunch or use Meals on Wheels. 

 

After the Volunteer Fire Department turned down the program, Traditions and the ETCOG 

approached the Holy Spirit Catholic Church at Holly Lake.  We The People of Wood County 

contacted several members of the Church and related the research done by WCWTP as to the impact 

the FREE LUNCH program would have on the business community near Holly Lake Ranch and 

Hawkins.  To the credit of Holy Spirit Catholic Church, they decided not to interfere with "free 

enterprise capitalism" and will not be hosting the program. 

  

WCWTP contacted the ETCOG's office in Kilgore, Texas and asked several questions about the 

congregate dining program and was sent the following; 

 

 

 
"The target population for ETCOG's Senior Nutrition Program, as described in the Older Americans Act 
are: individuals 60 or older, older individuals residing in rural areas, older individuals with greatest 
economic need (with particular attention to low income minority individuals and older individuals 
residing in rural areas), older individuals with the greatest social need (with particular attention to low 
income minority individuals and older individuals residing in rural areas, older individuals with severe 
disabilities, older individuals with limited English proficiency and older individuals with Alzheimer's 
disease and related disorders with neurological and organic brain dysfunction (and their caretakers of 
such individuals").   Again, the above program does not depict the Holly Lake Ranch community. 
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Page two 
Congregate Dining 
Holly Lake Ranch 
 

 

WCWTP contacted our State Representative and found that he did not feel that the congregate 

Dining program was a proper use of the taxpayer's money and ordered an "Audit" of  ETCOG.  It 

turned out that the program was not an efficient use of the tax dollars and they did not follow 

written procedure in their procurement process in awarding of contracts to bidders for meal 

providers.  They awarded a contract to a business whom had not even entered a bid over three or 

four other bidders.  The ETCOG's rationale was that there was an emergency for continuation of 

meals since the ETCOG had not awarded a contract or renewal.  (Why would you award a 

contract to a business that was never in the bidding process, over proper bidders?) 

 
In reviewing the audit SAO Report 10-038 (which can be found at; www.sao.state.tx.us/

reports/main/10-038.pdf,) it is difficult to discern the "congregate dining" program as it is 

lumped in with "Child Care Services,‖ Rural Transportation Program and Senior Nutrition 

Program for 14 East Texas counties.  The congregate dining program chart indicates that initially 

a request for providers covered 8 counties but the final was for only Wood County. 

 
The audit did not break apart the counties nor did it delve into the cost of management 

assigned to each county along with the cost of each meal and the number of meals reimbursed to 

the provider per month (although the latter was provided to WCWTP by the Kilgore office 

indicating that 958 meals were provided at the Hainesville location in January of 2011).  It is the 

view of WCWTP that the audit was "softballed" in the "congregate dining" portion, although it 

did outline some specific and blatant infractions which are summarized as follows; 

 
1.  The council did not follow their documented process for awarding contracts. 

2.  The council did not document the criteria used to resolve an appeal of an award 

recommendation. 

3.  The council had a standard criteria for #2 but disregarded it. (We don't have to follow 

procedures.) 

4.  The council never documented the criteria they used in lieu of their documented process. 

(Perhaps if it's not on paper, it can't be used against them). 

5. The council did not adequately document a plan for operating and evaluating a congregate 

dining program or the cost associated with it. (Why bother, it's nobody else's business.  It's 

just taxpayer's money) 

 
NOTE: When the ETCOG took over the congregate dining program, their pilot program cost per 

meal was nearly double that of the prior providers at the same meal locations.  (Again, poor 

planning on the part of ETCOG and reckless use of taxpayer's money)  NOTE: Who does the 

ETCOG report to?  It would seem that they are complicit in this as well. 

 
Not included in the audit was a finding of a "community business impact study".  We can only 

deduce that government agencies or at least the ETCOG in particular, is only interested in 

building it's own empire and working towards the "Nanny State". 
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Page three 

Congregate Dining 

Holly Lake Ranch 

 

 
The audit did not address the guidelines by which ETCOG claim to operate under. 

 
The guidelines which are handed out to each individual seeking a congregate meal is: 

Texas Administration Code 

Title 40, Part 1, Chapter 85 

SUBCHAPTER D, Rule ~85.302 

 
A brief synopsis follows: 

 
(a) Purpose; establishes requirements for nutrition services. 

(b) Eligibility; 

 (A) is 60 years of age or older (NOTE: no means test) 

(B) meets the eligibility criteria described in DADS program (NOTE: this refers to 

eligibility requirements for people under age 60.  (This is not applicable.  It 

contradicts (A) above.) 

(C) Before the first meal and every 12 months thereafter, a Nutrition Risk Assessment 

by a service provider or staff person of AAA.  This consists of a pre-printed form 

with health questions marked and signed by the receiver of the meal.  (DUH, give 

me my free meal.) 

 
The day that two of the WCWTP members visited the Hainesville congregate dining facility 

there were several new large vehicles parked out front which were newer and more costly than 

the WCWTP member's vehicle and inside were some Holly Lake Ranch residents.  

Additionally, it is a 36 mile round trip from Holly Lake Ranch.  At 20 miles per gallon and 

$3.50 per gallon, if a single individual visits for a free lunch, it actually cost them $6.30 plus 50 

minutes travel time and wear and tear on the vehicle.  For less than $6.00 and 10 miles round 

trip they could purchase a lunch and in the process support a local business. 

 
This summation and the effects on local businesses covers only the Holly Lake Ranch & 

Hawkins, Texas area.  It is hoped that every community, city and county in Texas covered by 

the Council of Governments does it's research and makes the public aware of the dangers of the 

"Nanny State."  Government cannot afford to be in the "Charity" business with taxpayer money.  

Charity needs to be handled by the local communities.  The other programs handled by the 

ETCOG are assumed to be operating within the community according to their charter but will 

be reviewed at a later date. 

 

 
Signed, 

Tim Discher, member 

We the People of Wood County Texas 
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The Tea Party Report: 

 

The Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots (TTP) met on Au-
gust 7th at the Quitman Public Library .  The meeting ran long but you would 
never have noticed.  Two speakers were featured at this meeting. 

 
   Bob Hall spoke first and gave a revealing account of 
what it is like to deal with a congressional representative 
in Austin.  The report was not encouraging.  It is unlikely 
you will meet with an actual representative as you will be 
handled by staff who are very efficient at determining who 
might be “important enough” to merit the congressman‟s 
actual attention.  Bob is from the Canton Tea Party. 
 

Next was an electrifying speaker KrisAnne Hall.  I say this because just the day 
before, the entire Sentinel staff attended her one day 

lesson on the Constitution and its history.  We spent 6 
hours with KrisAnne and the additional hour and a half 
this day was hardly sufficient.  You may already be fa-
miliar with her story.  She is the federal prosecutor who 
was told that if she wanted to keep her job, she would 
have to stop giving lectures on the Constitution.  She 
told them her First Amendment rights were more impor-
tant to her than the pay check, which is why we got to 
see her two days in a row.  Follow her travels across the country as she lectures 
on this important topic.  Go see her if you get the chance.  Follow her travels at  
http://www.KrisAnneHall.com or e-mail her at KrisAnne@KrisAnneHall.com   

RWWC Report: 

 

   The Republican Women of Wood County held their regular 
meeting on July 18, 2011 with club President, Shirley 
Haskins presiding. 
 

   It was another well attended meeting at the Texas Tea 

Room.  Bill Murchison, author and columnist was the guest 
speaker and although he had been in the print media business for more 

years than he might care to reveal, he said he was a conserva-
tive and nothing he said would make you doubt the veracity of 
his statement.  The money quote from his talk was when he 

said we must raise up from our own communities, from the 
seats of our own club meetings, the citizen candidates for 

public office at all levels, if we wish to turn around our cur-
rent situation.  We should listen to Bill.   

http://www.KrisAnneHall.com
mailto:KrisAnne@KrisAnneHall.com
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2011 

Lake Country Republican Club 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

 
1. FUNDRAISING    This committee shall be responsible for development and conduct of the 

club‘s fundraising activities, in compliance with the rules and regulation of the Texas Ethics 

Commission and the laws of the state of Texas.  

  1.  Open Position, Chairman 

  2.  Joe Blair 

  3.  Gene Shoemaker  

  4.  Terrell AronSpeer 

   
2.  LEGISLATION     This committee shall be charged with keeping the club informed and aware 

of legislative events, votes and processes which could have an impact on, or may be of interest to 

the club.  This shall include but not be limited to the coordination and notification of the clubs‘ 

membership of the need for urgent action of a political nature. 

  1.  Philip Winter  Chairman 

  2.  Isabel McGuffin     

  3.  Travis Burk 

  4.  Pat Nelson 

  5.  Rick Shoemaker 

  6.  Eugene & Joyce Spencer 

 

The above Original political 

cartoon  

submitted by local Wood 
County artist, Bart Bartlett, 

dovetail‘s quite nicely with this Political cartoon from Townhall 

Daily.  To get your own subscription go to: 
 

 http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx  

http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
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LCRC committees continued . . . 
 

3.  PUBLICITY and COMMUNICATIONS     This committee shall establish and maintain contact 

with local media outlets and shall actively work to publicize the club‘s activities, newsletter, website 

and events. 

  1.  Terrell AronSpeer    Chairman 

  2.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  3.  Betty Dubbs 

  4.  Rick Shoemaker 

4.  PROGRAM     This committee shall be responsible for producing monthly and special club 

meeting programs, including the procurement of speakers, and shall keep the Publicity Chairman 

informed in advance of future programs, to allow news releases to meet local media deadlines. 

  1.  Dr. James Marvel    Chairman 

  2.  Terrell AronSpeer 

  3.  Isabel McGuffin     

  4.  Greg Bowen 

5  MEMBERSHIP     This committee shall be responsible for the development of special member-

ship drives and programs.  It also should be charged with keeping members informed about club 

meetings and activities by means of telephone and/or email notification. 

  1.  Joanna Bowen     Chairman 

  2.  Sheryl Nelson 

  3.  Gene and Norma Shoemaker 

  4.  Eugene and Joyce Spencer 

  5.  Roger and Sandy Tune 

6.  HOSPITALITY    This committee shall be responsible for the decoration of facilities used for 

special meetings and events and for appointing ―greeters‖ for meetings and special events. 

  1.  Janice Logan    Chairman 

  2.  Joanna Bowen      

  3.  Sheryl Nelson 

  4.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  5.  Tera Burk 

  6.  Shirley Daugherty 

  7.  Betty Dubbs 

  8.  Norma Shoemaker 

Meet the 112th 

 

   This month we concentrate on MOC from states with few Republicans in 

their delegation. 
 

Greg Walden 

Lone Republican Rep from Oregon – on the cost of going green. 
 

Roscoe Bartlett 

One of two Republican Reps from Maryland Gives Sec. Gates a run for his 

money. 
 

Ron Johnson 

Wisconsin Senator / Defeated Russ Feingold. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgdJ2dreoQc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3AyA7z3EdI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSJhX4teZL0
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What’s Up: 

 

Lake Country Republican Club (LCRC): 
Club Meetings: August 23, 6 PM -  Quitman Library    Not the 30th   

  Program: Documentary film ―AGENDA‖ 

 September 27, 6PM - Quitman Library     

Sentinel Submission Deadlines:  Tenth of Publication Month 

Sentinel Publication Date:  Fifteenth of Publication Month 

 

Republican Women of Wood County (RWWC): 

 Club Meetings: August 15,  11:30 AM -  Texas Tea Room 

   Program: Speaker Isabel McGuffin Parliamentary Procedure 

  September 19, 11:30 AM -  Texas Tea Room 

   Program: Teaching the Constitution 

  Also: Mark your calendar September 17 ~ Taste of East Texas  

    

Holly Lake Ranch Hawkins Republican Club (HLRHRC): 

 Club Meetings: September 12,  7P.M. - Holly Hall     

   Program: Danny Dorsey on Oil Industry and Fracking 

 

Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots 

 Club Meetings: September 4,  2 PM  - Quitman Library  

 

Wood County We The People (wcwtp.org) 
 To become a WCWTP Watchdog: Contact Tim Discher through the website or at wdwtpa@gmail.com  

Your Guest Article Author ~ Ann-Marie Murrell 

PRAY FOR YOUR PRESIDENT ! ! 
 

-----  Psalm 109:8 
 
 

My wife and I were in slow-moving traffic the other day and we were 
stopped behind a car that had an unusual Obama bumper sticker on it.  It 

read: "Pray for Obama.  Psalm  109:8". 
 
When we got home my wife got out the Bible and  opened it up to the 

scripture.  She started laughing &  laughing.  Then she read it to me.  I 
couldn't believe  what it said.  I had a good laugh, too. 
 
Psalm  109:8 ~ "Let his days be few and brief; and let others step  forward to replace him."  
 

At  last -- I can honestly voice a Biblical prayer for our  president!  Look it 
up -- it is word for word!  Let us all  bow our heads and pray.   Brothers 

and Sisters, can I get an AMEN?  

mailto:wdwtpa@gmail.com
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HIT THE LINKS:  
 

Once again we are changing up Hit the Links.  Each month 

people send me volumes of important links.  Many are cut 

due to space requirements.  This month I am sharing all the 
best links with you.  It effectively doubles the Sentinel‟s 

size.  Take heart, take your time and do not put this issue on 

the bottom of the bird cage until you have seen them all.  

Take special note of Agenda 21 issues.  Bing or Google Agenda 

21 on you own.  It‟s time to pay attention.  ~  ed 

More than 18 holes this month ~ play 
them all. ~ ed 
 

Generational Theft 
From Power Line 

Another One Bites the Dust 
From Voices Empower 

More Agenda 21 
You Tube Clip 

With Friends Like This 
From Red State 

Power to the People 
From Texas Climate News 

You will want to Save This Map 
From the Senate Conservatives Fund 

Local and Passionate - checkout the side bar 
You Tube Clip 

Bring Them Home 
You Tube Clip 

Invectives on Balance 
From Reason 

Just Say No 
You Tube Clip 

Beck Interviews Rand Paul 
From Beck Radio 

Super Congress Unconstitutional - Paul & 
Napolitano 
From Info Wars 

Here is what YOU can do 
Vacation Liberty School 

CDL Required to Drive Your Own Tractor  
From the Blaze 

Prophetic | RR Speaks on Obamacare 
50 year old commercial 

Agenda 
Documentary Trailer  

 

Congressional Democrats Embrace Socialism  
From a time for choosing  

DSA | companion to link above 
DSA – USA site 

Great Ad 
Spend - it - All 

Corruption, Cronyism and Impeachment  Oh My!  
Washington Times. 

Democrats are Revolting | U N Gun Control 
Treaty 
US News 

Just the Facts M'am 
Neil Cavuto 

Dream Act Nightmares 
Tea Party Tribune 

Agenda 21 = Monetary Collapse 
Freedom Advocates 

Heartfelt Prayer 
God gave us NASCAR 

President a Plant? 
Conspiracy or Agenda? 

Future President? 
If you can save the Republic. 

Remember Me? 
Salute to Our Soldiers 

Sentinel Sing Along 
New Tea Party Song 

Agenda 21 = National Suicide 
by Marilyn Barnewall 

Agenda 21's Rural Council 
From the White House 

What it Looks Like on Paper 
More Agenda 21 

How to Construct an Argument 
Rand Paul Video 

http://www.powerlineblog.com/archives/2011/07/doorbell.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+powerlineblog%2Flivefeed+%28Power+Line%29
http://www.voicesempower.com/gulen-led-coup-turkey-falls-to-islamists/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJEz-5alrPU
http://www.redstate.com/dhorowitz3/2011/08/01/9-reasons-to-oppose-boehner-4-0-debt-deal/
http://texasclimatenews.org/wp/?p=2317
http://senateconservatives.com/site/votes/112/1/123?c=0A4E392D6BE72EA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWlEbbZb29A&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5728NWU0dhk
http://reason.com/archives/2011/08/03/do-the-terrorists-win-if-we-ba
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JNFr_j6kdI
http://www.glennbeck.com/2011/08/02/glenns-interview-with-rand-paul/
http://www.infowars.com/ron-paul-sounds-alarm-on-disturbing-super-congress
http://www.infowars.com/ron-paul-sounds-alarm-on-disturbing-super-congress
http://www.ivorynotebook.com/
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/agenda-21-update-family-farms-are-under-attack/
http://www.allbowling.com/forum/showthread.php/47503-Actual-50-year-old-Commercial-YOU-WON-T-BELIEVE-THIS...only-1-min-long
http://www.agendadocumentary.com
http://thespeechatimeforchoosing.wordpress.com:80/2010/08/15/socialist-party-of-america-releases-the-names-of-70-democrat-members-of-congress-who-are-members-of-their-caucus/
http://www.dsausa.org/dsa.html
http://youtu.be/dBoYYc1APr8
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/jul/22/the-case-for-impeachment-142967590/#.TizEO021ZzA.email
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2011/07/26/democrats-oppose-obama-un-gun-control-treaty
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2011/07/26/democrats-oppose-obama-un-gun-control-treaty
http://video.foxnews.com/v/1071464282001/cavuto-tea-party-isnt-causing-the-debt-crisis/?playlist_id=87937&intcmp=obinsite
http://www.teapartytribune.com/2011/06/23/dream-act-obama-passes-amnesty-by-executive-order/
http://www.freedomadvocates.org/articles/illegitimate_government/assessing_monetary_collapse%3a_exposing_agenda_21_and_understanding_freedom_20110609439/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J74y88YuSJ8&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3aCfR8rmrw&feature=player_detailpage
http://wlsam.com/article.asp?id=2227494&SPID=37725
http://www.youtube.com/v/ervaMPt4Ha0&autoplay=1
http://www.standupamericasong.com/
http://www.newswithviews.com/Barnewall/marilyn166.htm
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/09/executive-order-establishment-white-house-rural-council
http://www.texaswatermatters.com/pdfs/articles/water_metering_in_texas.pdf
http://videos2view.net/smackdown.htm
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Sentinel Special  
FNC Republican Primary Debate 

Thursday September 11, 2011 
 

Tonight‟s debate featured 8 contenders from left to right: 
Rick Santorum ~ Former two term Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Herman Cain ~ CEO and former Fed chair from the Kansas City District. 
Ron Paul ~ Six term US Representative from Texas. 
Mitt Romney ~ Former Governor of Massachusetts.  
Michele Bachmann ~ Three term Congresswoman from Minnesota. 
Tim Pawlenty ~ Former two term Governor from Minnesota. 
John Huntsman ~ Former Ambassador to China. 
Newt Gingrich, former 7 term Congressman from Georgia and Speaker of the House. 

 
Well the debate is over, now the debate about the debate begins.  On points, 

and I mean a lot of them, Newt is number one.  Newt got testy 
but he did not violate Reagan‟s eleventh commandment, he got 
testy with the dunderheads at FOX News.  And rightly so.  It is 
hard to listen to Chris Wallace and not scream “Get the hook.”  
You just can not beat Newt on hard fact and a well constructed 
logical argument; and no one did.  He seldom gets the credit he 
deserves but this was a stellar performance.  Newt reclaimed 
relevance tonight. 

 
  In past debates, the sentinel has criticized Herman Cain for 

the odd habit of counting on his fingers.  He has not dropped 
the practice but he has shown true leadership qualities.  Now it 
seems every candidate is doing it.  The Sentinel will have to 

adjust.  We also criticized his over reliance on “experts.”  
Herman said he had studied the issues since the last debate 
and apparently he has.  Good answers and a solid performance 
make him the Sentinel‟s number two in this debate.  He was 

confident, relaxed and for the first time I could see him as President. 
 
The next three were close, each with obvious strengths but revealing some 

weakness as well. 
 
Michele, a personal favorite, squeaks to the top of this 

group. I was disappointed that she followed Tim Pawlenty 
into the weeds.  I do not think she needed to defend her 
record or to justify herself to Tim.  She rises to the top of 

this second tier because of her smart answers and 
principled stances.  Although number 3 in this debate, I 
expect her to do well in the straw poll. 

http://img.ibtimes.com/www/data/images/full/2011/05/27/105411-us-congresswoman-bachmann-speaks-on-capitol-hill-in-washington.jpg
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        SPEED WAS HIGH       

   Rick is eternally the invisible man.  Deep into the debate he yelled 
“over here” as if he had fallen overboard.  Which brings us to his 
weakness.  On stage he comes across as a child wrongfully accused of 
a naughty act.  On the campaign trail he is relaxed and natural.  If 
you close your eyes when you listen to him he instantly becomes more 
brilliant.  Rick should have run in 1940 and campaigned on the radio.  

This is his proper medium.  On TV, we gave Rick a number 4 in this debate. 
 
Mitt looked good and put in a solid and safe performance.  So why 

does he fall to the bottom of the second tier, the Sentinel‟s number 

5.  A safe performance comes from someone who wants to win not 
from someone who has something to say.  His usual explanation of 
“Romneycare” has a ring of plausibility but does not inspire confidence 
in the man.  His statement that as governor he asked the state 
legislature for “special powers” only reinforces this perception. 

 
   This was the former Ambassador to China‟s first time on the debate 
stage.  He did surprisingly well.  He came across, although not 
convincingly, as more conservative than I expected.  But I got the 
impression that he was more a skilled reader of the political winds 
than a principled conservative.  The squishy middle is all full and we 
do not need another.  Until Huntsman says something to convince me 

otherwise he will remain an „also ran.‟ 
 

Our last two contenders fought mightily for last place but I can give this 
distinction to one candidate only.   

 
Mr. Pawlenty can thank Ron Paul otherwise Tim would be chum for 

the bottom feeders.  Right off the bat Tim came out snarky and snide, 
ready to chew-up any contender.  Gender equality aside, I doubt 
beating up on a woman will become an accepted sport in my life time.  
He was the only one dumb enough to take the media bate (and I 
suspect bad campaign advice) to, “Take the gloves off.”  If I wanted to 
watch Jerry Springer, I‟d be a Democrat.  

 
   It was just a matter of time before this heavyweight would sink to the 
bottom.  All he needed was some foreign policy questions.  Ron quickly 
positioned himself to the presidents left on Middle East policy declaring 
Iran had a right to pursue nuclear weapons because India and Israel 
both had them.  In case any one failed to take notice of his brain dead 
stupidity, he compounded the offense by declaring that we managed 

when the Soviets had nukes.  The all too apparent difference was that the Soviets 
wanted to live to see the next sunrise.  Akmadinner WackJob looks forward to 
death.  The Sentinel wishes him God speed.  There are people who live in 

refrigerator boxes who understand this.  I would sooner see them in the White 
House.  Ron Paul has stated he does not plan to run for another term in the 
House.  It is way past time for him to retire.  The Sentinel wishes him God speed 
as well.  ~ ed 

http://www.postonpolitics.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/mittromney.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=John+Huntsman+pictures&view=detail&id=EC5FD44BF01F7BE8F0B8FF8963311315C4C22BE0&first=0&qpvt=John+Huntsman+pictures&FORM=IDFRIR
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      WEATHER WAS HOT       

Debate continued . . . 

No one had a comment or opinion last night.  I will close by saying that the 
money quote went to Michele Bachmann defending her statement that a woman 
should be submissive to her husband; explaining that she and her husband 
defined that as respect and that they have a mutually respectful relationship.  
Byron York was booed for asking the question.  Chris Wallace had been booed 
earlier in the evening; it was a good night. 

 
Michele showed she could give a nuanced answer to a question while crushing 

her questioner.  There is no doubt that Michele is ready for the big stage.   
 
Later, I received the following two detailed opinions of the debates:  

From JoAnna 

 
All around, I thought the candidates did a fairly good 
job with the questions that were asked them.  I was 
annoyed by Tim Pawlenty’s ―bashing‖ of Michele 
Bachmann, but it did give the Congresswoman an 
opportunity to display her poise and strength by the 
way she handled Pawlenty’s verbal jabs.  Good for 
her! 
I have not found one issue on which I disagree with 
Michele Bachmann, and I admire her bearing.  Maybe 
she’s the one?  We’ll see.  
 
 Mitt Romney made a better impression on me than he 
has in the past, but for some reason I just don’t trust 
him.  I’ll keep listening.  
 
 I wish Ron Paul had different foreign affairs views – 
he’s so strong on the Constitution, but I’m afraid his 
views on the need for a strong military and our 
relations with other nations would be a huge problem.  
 
 I like a lot of what Herman Cain says; I’d like to see 
him as Secretary of the Treasury or some post where 
his economic expertise could be put to good use.  I 
also like Cain’s views on Education, like getting the 
Federal Government out of it! 
 
I don’t see Jon Huntsman going anywhere; he’s kind of 
difficult to get a ―read‖ on for me.  
 
 Newt Gingrich did a good job of keeping the panel 
honest; he even seemed a little combative at times, 
but righteously so.  He has some really good ideas; I 
hope he can at least play some role.  We could use his 
intelligence!  
 
 Rick Santorum has some interesting ideas also; once 
again, I don’t disagree with anything I’ve heard him 
say! 
 
I feel we have a very strong ―pool‖ of candidates, and 
hopefully we will be hearing a lot from them so that we 
can come to a decision. 

From LEA 

Santorum:  Got in a couple of pokes in here and 
there but had to rebuff the questioners with the 
complaint he wasn’t getting enough questions.  I 
should be able to remember content but am left 
with his complaining. 

Cain:  Still counting on his fingers but now 
everyone’s doing it too.  His complaint, 
“American needs to learn to take a joke,” 
restatement was a little flat in this sad economy. 

Gingrich:  The guy is brilliant but this time I am left 
remembering he complained to Wallace, fairly I 
might add, about “Gotcha questions.”   

Pawlenty:  He complained he was misunderstood 
regarding the MN budget surplus/deficit and 
attacked Bachmann repeatedly. 

Romney:  Complained folks misunderstood the 
difference between Obamacare and Mitt Care; 
quickly counted off seven items on his fingers so 
seemed a little too eagerly rehearsed. 

Huntsman:  Complained we didn’t understand 
that while he was working for Obama as 
ambassador to China, he was really working for 
us, not politically positioning himself due to 
China’s increasing importance. 

Paul:  I like Paul’s take on the economy but he 
complains we spend too much on foreign 
countries.  I think we have to have some foreign 
policy so he needs to let up on that complaint.  
(Wish I were rich enough to buy him a suit that 
really fits.) 

Bachmann:  Distinguished herself by not 
complaining.  She seemed to have opinions on 
everything asked.  I hated the question put to her 
re: being submissive to her husband; yet she did 
not complain—just set to correcting the 
misperception. 

In my opinion, Bachmann is a clear winner of this 

debate.  
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        TIRES WERE THIN       

Legislative Report, State: 

 

 Legislative Report for August 2011  
 Republican Women of Wood County  

Isabel McGuffin, Legislative Chairman  
 

TFRW July Legislative Article  
Submitted by Barbara Larson-VP Legislation  
 

Please double check Texas Legislature Online to make sure that the following information is still correct as 

this article is written three weeks before you receive it and things change quickly in Austin.  

Bills that have been signed into law during the regular 2011 legislative session:  
 

Voter ID (CSSB 14)  
This bill will help ensure the integrity of the election process by addressing requirements to vote, including 

presenting a form of photo identification. This was signed by the Governor on May 27, 2011.  

Sonogram (HB 15)  

Prior to obtaining an abortion, a sonogram must be performed and a woman must be given the option to view 

the sonogram and hear the heartbeat of the fetus. This was signed by the Governor on May 19, 2011.  

Eminent Domain (CSSB 18)  

This bill will reform various aspects of the eminent domain law in the State of Texas. This bill was signed by 

the governor on May 19, 2011.  

Special Session  

The Governor called a special session that began on May 31, 2011 in order to complete the work of the 82nd 

Legislative Session. The Governor must designate the specific legislation that will be discussed. Lt. David 

Dewhurst has already announced that the 2/3rds rule will be suspended and passage of legislation in the Senate 

will require a simple majority.  

Legislation that is discussed in the special session is required to be re-filed. Therefore, if you have been track-

ing bills throughout the regular session, you need to be aware that the bills are now located by referencing the 

numbers that are assigned in the special session, not the regular session. For instance SB 1811, filed in the 

regular session, is now SB 1 in the special session.  

In addition, please be aware that if you are searching for legislation, you need to verify that the correct session 

is located in the box in the center of the home page for Texas Legislature Online. Any legislation filed during 

the regular session should be noted under 82 (R) – 2011. Legislation filed during the special session should be 

noted under 82 (1) -2011.  

At the time I am writing this article, there are five issues designated for the special session. These issues are 

the funding bill, redistricting, sanctuary cities, the health care compact, and the windstorm insurance program 

for coastal area residents.  

SB 1 will provide the funding for the State of Texas. Both the House and Senate have passed this legislation.  

SB 4 is the bill for redistricting. To view the latest maps go to:  

http://www.texastribune.org/library/data/texas-congressional-redistricting-before-after/  

SB 7 will provide for a health care compact which would have allowed Texas to receive block grants for 

Medicare/Medicaid and given the state more autonomy in the distribution of the grants. Senator Nelson said 

―Our Medicaid costs are unsustainable and this legislation is critically needed to make our health and human 

services operate more efficiently on behalf of those who depend on state services and those whose tax dollars 

support the services.‖  

SB 9 addresses concerns that some cities are ―sanctuary cities‖ for illegal immigrants by prohibiting the en-

forcement of state and federal immigration laws. This bill would prohibit local governmental entities from 

enacting policies or rules that would restrict the enforcement of federal immigration laws.  
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Legislation is also included in the special session that will decide issues with windstorm insurance program for 

coastal area resident.  

Again, information pertaining to the Special Session changes daily. Go to Texas Legislature Online and check 

the latest information.  

Isabel‘s Notes:  

To access Texas Legislature Online go to: www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/billnumber.aspx  

Update on the bills mentioned in Barbara‘s article are:  

SB 1: Signed by the Governor on 7/19/11.  

SB 4: Signed by the Governor on 7/18/11.  

SB 7: Signed by the Governor on 7/19/11.  

SB 9: Left pending in Committee on 6/20/11. (Hopefully, the Leg will address this in the next session)  

Congressman Jeb Hensarling, CD 5  

Article posted on Congressman Hensarling‟s website from The Foundry: Conservative Policy News Blog from 

The Heritage Foundation, http://blog.heritage.org  

Where Are the Jobs, Mr. President?  

Posted by Abigail White On June 15, 2011 @10:30 pm In Ongoing Priorities, The Morning Bell  

Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) is convinced that President Obama has no viable plan to revive the economy and 

reduce unemployment. Two years after the failed stimulus and a year since the administration‘s ―summer of 

recovery,‖ the unemployment rate now stands at 9.1 percent.  

Without much hope coming from the White House, Hensarling said lawmakers in Congress are forging ahead 

with an agenda focused on job creation.  

―Issues of spending and jobs are inextricably linked,‖ said Hensarling, who spoke at this week‘s Bloggers 

Briefing at Heritage. ―The greatest impediment to job growth today is not a lack of capital; it‘s a lack of confi-

dence. Lack of confidence in all of the president‘s policies.‖  

Hensarling noted the alarming statistic that the median duration of unemployment is nearly 40 weeks, the 

longest since the Great Depression. With nothing but grim economic news on the horizon, he pointed to the 

upcoming debate on the debt limit as a seminal moment.  

The House Republican Plan for America‘s Job Creators, released in late May, includes measures that call for 

spending cuts that exceed the debt limit hike. It simplified the tax code and increases competitiveness, and it 

empowers job creators to help Americans get back to work, which is the first step toward recovery.  

More than 150 economists, including a Nobel Prize winner and two former directors of the Congressional 

Budget Office, have endorsed the plan.  

Meanwhile, Hensarling vowed that conservative House members will continue to vote against the Obama ad-

ministration‘s job-killing regulatory agenda, which he called a hidden tax on entrepreneurs and job creators. 

Hensarling believes Obama has been more effective in keeping the economy from rebounding than he thought 

possible.  

There is one area of possible collaboration with the Obama administration, Hensarling noted. Free trade agree-

ments would open up more markets to American products. Increased competitiveness for U.S. manufacturers 

would create jobs and ―speaks to the fundamental economic liberties of the American citizen,‖ Hensarling 

said.  

―I‘m cautiously optimistic that we may be on the verge of getting these free trade agreements on the floor and 

passed,‖ he said. ―The president is so desperate he‘s actually willing to try something that works.‖  

Abigail White is in the Young Leaders Program at The Heritage Foundation.  

Reprinted courtesy of RWWC and Isabel McGuffin 

     X MARKS THE SPOT    
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BOOK REVIEW: 

by: Jane Byrd 
 

The Secret Knowledge ~ By David Mamet 

&  

RIGHTeous IndigNATION ~ By Andrew Breitbart  

 
While it‘s so dang hot outdoors, why not stay in where 

it‘s cool…and read! So two (2) titles recommended, Ma-

met‘s The Secret Knowledge and Breitbart‘s Righteous 

Indignation. Mamet and Breitbart both are converts to 

conservatism.  

First, Mamet. He‘s famous on both coasts.  His name is even known to many in flyover coun-

try. Pulitzer-winning playwright, screenwriter, director of films and TV shows, David Mamet‘s a 

big deal. He calls himself a ―reformed liberal‖ these days, and his book explains his conversion.  

Early chapters of The Secret Knowledge are not light reading, really. Complex sentences and 

way too many commas, but stay with it. His stories of growing up in Chicago and his chapter on 

why American Jews and Hollywood stars stay loyal to liberal Democrats are not to be missed.  

Don‘t skip the footnotes. Rather than simply citing sources, Mamet‘s footnotes appear to be 

his after-thoughts, as though he reviewed his manuscript and added-to and clarified. For just one 

example, it‘s in a footnote that Mamet adds his belief that government health care, Obamacare, 

―is on the verge of bankrupting this country and so attractive to the individual buyer that failure 

to avail himself of it will be a Federal Crime.‖ A good point, that ―federal crime‖ bit.  

Dare we hope his book will make a difference out in Lala Land?  

Then there‘s Breitbart who‘s also based on the Left Coast and who aims to save the world 

through ―new media.‖  

The Left‘s ―infrastructure,‖ he says, consists of the schools, newspapers, network news, art, 

music, film and TV. ―The left does not win its battles in debate,‖ he says. It doesn‘t have to. In 

the twenty-first century, media is everything…‖ 

What to do about that? ―AM talk radio, the Internet (Drudge Report, plus countless bloggers) 

and Fox News represent the successful, better-late-than-never counterattack against the left‘s 

unchallenged control of the culture of a center right nation.‖ Breitbart‘s contribution to this 

counterattack is his network of blogs, breaking news and investigative journalism – Breit-

bart.com and ―the bigs,‖ Big Government, Big Hollywood, and others. More to come this year, 

he says.  

Righteous Indignation is a readable memoir of (briefly) a misspent early life, conversion and, 

now, one man‘s mission. He means it when he says he‘s out to save the world in ―the long-

standing culture war.‖ Buy his book. Also available as an ebook, of course.  
 

“To inspire the unsophisticated young to demand „change‟ is an easy and 

cheap trick – it was the tactic of the Communist Internationale in the thir-

ties…” -- David Mamet  

            Burma Shave 
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~And My Heart Cried~ 
By 

Betty Dubbs 

 

 
As I traveled to the State 

meeting of the Texas Ex-

tension Education Asso-

ciation at Texas A & M in 

College Station, Texas on 

September 11, 2001, I 

was talking to my friend, 

completely unaware of the 

tragic events that were 

unfolding in New York 

and at the Pentagon.   

 
We stopped to put gas in 

the car and as we walked 

into the station we were 

told by the employees 

about the events that were 

happening.  We then 

watched the television and 

saw the second plane 

come in and hit the sec-

ond tower.   

 
Subdued as we drove 

away and turning on the 

radio, we listened in si-

lence, unable to grasp 

how anyone could be re-

sponsible, let alone be a 

professed believer in God.  

Such a terrible act of bar-

barism, no thought of 

mercy or care for the in-

nocent on the planes, in 

the buildings and on the ground.  Not a care 

even for their own lives.   

 

It‘s hard for a nation of compassion to 

fathom the depth of hate that radical minds 

can sink to.  And all in the name of their god

--their god, not my God of 

love and compassion.  First 

reactions are to lash out, to 

hit back, to seek revenge.  

And yet I know in my 

heart, that this is not God‘s 

nature.  I turned to my 

friend and said I know ide-

alistically the people of 

America should as a Chris-

tian nation, figuratively 

turn the other cheek.  But 

then I remembered all 

those who had lost so 

much. Buildings can be 

replaced, economics can 

grow again but families 

that are torn apart in such a 

swift and tragic way can-

not be rebuilt or found 

again here on earth.   

 

I know how angry I feel, 

how easy it is to allow ha-

tred into my heart and I, as 

far as I know, haven‘t lost 

a friend or family member.  

But, oh my God, I in my 

heart, in my very being, 

feel the sorrow, the pain 

and I weep with our nation 

for you and I pray with you 

and for you. 

 

(This was written the eve-

ning of September 11th, 

2001 while sitting in a hotel room in College 

Station, Texas.  ~Betty Dubbs) 

~ America ~ 
By 

Betty Dubbs 

 

America:  

 Today I sit alone 

 I feel your pain 

 I feel your lone 

 I feel your sense of betrayal. 

 

America:  

 You who sends help to any 

 Nation in time of devastation 

 By act of Nature or of Man 

 Whose citizens give their 

 Time, their resources 

 And yes, their very lives 

 For the stranger in a 

 Strange land.  

 

America:  

 We will be united 

 We will stand strong 

 We will again be the 

 Nation under God, called by 

 Many names. 

 

America: 

 Weep, let tears give release 

 To the sadness, to the hurts 

 And then pray, act, and return 

 To prayer and once again be 

 That Nation that sets the example 

 For all nations: to live in freedom 

 And harmony so that the gates 

 Of Hell may never again be opened. 

 
(―America‖ was written when I returned 

home and had time to really reflect on the 

events of September 11th, 2001. ~ Betty 

Dubbs) 

This September will mark the tenth anniversary of the sinister events of 9-11.  Betty Dubbs 

remembers this day by sharing with us her thoughts written on that mournful day.  ~  ed 
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photo by Frank Glick-MSP 

The Sentinel takes a moment 

to remember the events of 

September 11, 2oo1 



29  

We Are the Elephant in the Room 

Lake Country Republican Club 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

August 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

6 4 3 2  WC Execu-

tive board 

meeting 6PM 

at HQ 

1     HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

5 

7  WCTP  

Meeting   

2 PM 

Quitman  

Library 

8   

 

9 10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

11   12 

 

13 

18 

27 

 

 

17 
Sentinel 

Publication 

Date 

19 20 

23 LCRC 

Club Meeting 

Quitman  

Library 6 PM  

Program: 

  ―AGENDA‖  

15   RWWC 

Meets Texas Tea 

Room 11:30 AM  

Program: 

Isabel McGuffin 

14 16    

24 25 26 

 31 30   

21 22   

 

      

29 28 



31  

 Lake Country Republican Club 

September 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 
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