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The Lake Country Republican Club Meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the library 

here in Quitman ,Texas at 6 PM 

One American Value 
 

Self reliance was, at one time, part of the American character.  The 

people who first came to these shores and those who pushed our bor-

ders westward built their homes from what they found on the 

land.  They brought with them seeds and livestock to insure their fu-

ture.  Always by their side was a rifle or hand gun to insure their 

safety.   
 

Today, too many Americans rely on the government for their housing, either directly, or 

through some form of government insured mortgage.  Over 13% now receive food 

stamps.  If you feed a puppy, you will own him.  Many local governments have placed such 

severe restrictions on a home owner’s ability to provide for his own protection that the gov-

ernment owns a force monopoly.  This occurs at the citizen’s peril.  Governments have a 

much better record at prosecution than they do at protection.   
 

Recently, Americans who were depending on decades old government-provided levees to 

protect them from the ravages of floods, saw that same government blow the levees to pro-

tect others downstream.  Only Americans who built their own levees around their homes 

had a home to return to.   This experience is not uniquely American.  Many Japanese still 

sleep in high school gymnasiums four months after a devastating tsunami.  Some have 

moved in with relatives in Hawaii and on the American West Coast.  Some Japanese have 

started building homes for themselves and other refugees on their own land which they 

cleared themselves.  Some Japanese companies have built new factories in other countries 

and hired new workers.  Self reliance has saved them.  A Japanese mayor of a northern port 

city stated that ―tsunami relief, on a scale of one to ten, is at zero in most parts of the city 

with some achieving a one, but nowhere is it better than that.‖  Apparently, this is the nature 

of government.   
 

Both of these stories have been pushed out of the news by stories like the Casey Anthony 

trial.  We must not wait for the next disaster, manmade or natural, to happen to us.  We must 

learn these lessons from the experience and actions of others.   
 

Self Reliance must first be an individual value.  You need not reject what you receive 

from the government, but you must act now to make it irrelevant to your survival.  Only a 

self sufficient citizen can make the decisions our country now requires.  Bring the message 

of Self Reliance to your family and your community.  This one American value can save 

this country and I believe it will.  To think otherwise is unthinkable.  To rely on this govern-

ment for your salvation is also unthinkable.   
  

  
God Bless the United States 

  

Regards to All, 
  

Greg Bowen 

Not all in the same room, not all in the same picture but, 

through the magic of editing, all on the same page ~ ed 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Minutes of the Meeting 
Lynn AronSpeer 

Lake Country Republican Minutes 

General Meeting Minutes 

June 28th, 2011 

 

The LCRC met at the Quitman Library, Goode Street, Quitman, TX.  At 6:05 PM our presi-

dent, Greg Bowen, called the meeting to order. 

Roger Tune led the prayer and John Tweedell led the pledges. 

Greg noted elected officials present were Judge Jeans, Sheriff Bill Wansley, Constable 

Steve Bowser. 

 

Following were Committee Reports: 

Minutes for May, 2011 were approved as written. 

Treasurer:  Gene Shoemaker’s report was approved. 

Publicity:  Terrell AronSpeer announced the deadline for Sentinel inclusions is the 10th of 

the month; there are now 120 subscribers.  Greg said he’s put an ad in the Monitor to draw 

visitors and the membership voted to reimburse him. 

Membership:  Joanna Bowen announced we now have 49 members as of tonight. 

 

Program:  by John Tweedell who is the founder of the East Texas Constitutional Alli-

ance.   ETCA is now two years old and  comprises thirty-five tea parties representing 7,000 

people.  John is trying to get all organizations to communicate in order to get a state-wide 

data base. 

 

John needs researchers in order to expand the ―Rememberance Project‖ which is a listing of 

American citizens killed by illegal aliens.  So far the scroll of names is thirty-five feet 

long.  John asked members to let him know if you want to help. 

 

There is also a plan for an October 15th event to meet Senatorial Candidates running for Kay 

Bailey Hutchinson’s retiring seat.  Tentatively a donation of $4.00 will be requested.  Vari-

ous venues were explored and more research needs to be done for this event. 

 

John discussed the Freedom Jamboree and likened it to a GOP Convention.  The event will 

take place in Kansas City on October 1st to take a straw poll of the candidates. Each tea 

party may elect one delegate who may either vote at the event or call in their vote.  The cost 

for each delegate will be $100 which cost will be used to defray costs of the Jamboree.  It is 

hoped that the straw poll will impact the election by making a head start and getting some 

media attention.  During his talk, John called the organizer of the Jamboree, William Tem-

ple, to see if LCRC members could elect a delegate as well.  LCRC may certainly be a part 

of the Jamboree and the answer to the question of electing an LCRC delegate will be forth-

coming. 
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Membership: 

 

Dear Lake Country Republicans, 
 

June’s meeting was well attended, with 27 members and 5 
guests.  We also added 2 new members, George and Rosalee 
Morrow.  Their address is P.O. Box 1099, Mineola, and phone 
number is 903-857-9192. 
 

I have contacted members who have not renewed their membership this year, and 
have received dues from 3 so far.  We now have 49 paid members.  Keep bringing 
your friends! 
 

Joanna Bowen 
 

Membership Committee Chair 

LCRC July 26 Meeting 
 

June 28, 2011 6 PM Quitman Library 
 

Program Notes:  Guest Speaker, State Rep. Bryan Hughes 
 

LCRC meets on the 26th this month.  What else happened on this date 
in American History? 

 

1788 - New York was admitted as the 11th state.   
1947 - Truman signed a law establishing the CIA 

 

LCRC meets in the Quitman library at 6 PM.  Enter on the east side toward the back. 

Finally, John stated there is a Vacation Liberty School for youth which is using the Consti-

tution.  The hard cover book for it is $9.00 but it can be downloaded for free.  They are also 

trying to do it the spring and summer of 2012. 

 

Greg made mention of Iran’s ten day missile launch exercises. 

 

The question came up as to whether or not the LCRC President 

might be allowed to speak/vote/sign petitions on behalf of the mem-

bership when a vote was time specific and imminent.  The resolu-

tion was proposed and passed. 

 

Char Doonan reminded the membership that the Tea Party will meet 

on July 2nd at the Library. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM 

Submitted by Lynn AronSpeer, Secretary. 

 DON’T LOOSE YOUR HEAD 
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Treasurers Report:  
 
 

Gene reports a balance of $1479.16 
 

 

Submitted by: Gene Shoemaker 

Hospitality:  

Janice reports no activity for the past month but she should have sent 

herself a get well card as she has had serious blood pressure problems.  

The Sentinel wishes her a speedy recovery.  

 

Contact Janice Logan at 223 County Road 1961, Yantis, 75497, 
phone 903-383-3247, cell # 903-850-3267.   

Thank you.        

      Janice Logan 

FUNDRAISING COMMITEE; 
  

 Help Wanted 

 

 See Sign 

REPUBLICAN PARTY, COUNTY CHAIR 
 

There will be a training for Volunteer Deputy Registrars (Deputized to register people to vote) 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 10:00am, Early Voting Room. 

If you cannot make this training let me know; if there are enough people interested, we will schedule an-

other  training. 
 

Please sign up to work at HQ, starting in September.  We have a lot of work coming up getting ready for the 

very important election. 
 

There will be a meeting of the Wood County Executive Board on August 2, 2011 6:00 pm at HQ.  The public 

is welcome to come. 
 

I am very proud of getting to go to the TFRW convention Sept. 20--Oct 2 in Kansas City. Barbara Caffrey 

and Barbara Dorsey are also going.  We will be glad  to share this adventure to all the 

Republican clubs. 
 

PLEASE REMEBER A LOT OF WHAT YOU HEAR IS NOT THE TRUTH, 

CHECK THE FACTS BEFORE YOU REPENT.  

 

www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com  
 

Helen Heavey,  Wood County Republican Chairman 

 

Your picture 
here 

 TO GAIN A MINUTE 

http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=help+wanted+sign+picture&view=detail&id=9BAA365583359A62E4964883BAB74E12BF4BEEB8&first=0&qpvt=help+wanted+sign+picture&FORM=IDFRIR
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Time Magazine – Does it Still Matter? 

 
On July 4th of this year, Time Magazine ran a cover photo of 

the Constitution being shredded under the caption ―The Con-
stitution – Does it Still Matter?‖  Inside was an article titled 
―One Document, Under Siege‖ written by executive editor Rich-
ard Stengel. 

 

To begin with, July fourth is the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, not the Constitution.  Mr. Stengel started his article with a list of 
things the Founders did not know about when the Constitution was written.  
Among these were ―sexting,‖ (really?) and ―the internal combustion engine,‖ (read 

cars.)   While Stengel seems to relish stating the oblivious, allow me to state the 
obvious; the Constitution is not a document about transportation.  Although the 
horse and buggy was the main mode of transportation when the Constitution was 
written, it does not mention them either.   

 

Allow me to provide a short list of things Mr. Stengel knows nothing about:  

The Constitution.  
 

I know; a lot of people don‘t know much about the Constitution.  But this is a 
bold claim because Mr. Stengel graduated magna cum laude from Princeton and 
was president and CEO of the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.  He is 
a Rhodes Scholar.  To understand the Constitution, some historical context is 
necessary.  You may know all of this already, but apparently Mr. Stengel does not.  
I offer the following for his edification.  (He should really explore the possibility of 
getting a refund from Princeton.) 

 

The Enlightenment was the outgrowth of the Renaissance.  It gave us the ‗Age of 
Reason‘ which spoke of ―Natural Law‖ which simply meant that there were things 
which worked in nature because that is the way the Creator put things together.  
It stated that these things were observable and that man could learn from them.  
It further stated that when man behaved in accordance with these Natural Laws, 
his world worked better.  The Declaration and the Constitution were both written 
at the pinnacle of the Age of Reason and were greatly influenced by its many pro-
found intellects: Bacon, Locke, Smith, Jefferson, Montesquieu, Paine, Franklin 
and Kant to name but a few.  The Declaration and the Constitution were intended 
to bring human nature in line with Natural Law.  If the Renaissance was the seed, 
the Declaration of Independence was the flower. 

 

The framers of the Constitution understood that government, as a human con-

struct, tended to concentrate power around itself just as individual humans tend 

to try to control all the elements within their environment.  However the history of 

governments had not been good.  Individuals at the top of government just natu-

rally assumed this concentration of power for themselves and used it to       cont . . . 

Editorial Page: 

    YOU NEED YOUR HEAD 
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oppress others.  The framers rightly sought to leave this sovereign power with the    

individual but to limit it to the sphere of the individual.  This gave each individ-

ual the greatest power in his own life while not allowing it to intrude on the 
equal rights of others to be sovereign in their own life.  By leaving the power of 

sovereignty with the individual, the government could exercise only those pow-
ers the individual lent to the government.  We refer to these limited powers as 

‗delegated.‘  The power to govern comes from the consent of the governed.  This 
is a Natural Law and can be seen to work in all social animal groups from 

wolves to primates.  It is observable and we can be informed by it: Natural 
Law. 

 

Mr. Stengel‘s article, from the offensive cover (to a patriot, the shredded Con-
stitution is reminiscent of the urine soaked crucifix the left wanted you to sub-

sidize) to the excessive verbiage (5,000 words; editor, edit thyself), has all the 
usual offensive elements leftists include in their arguments.  They dismiss it as 

irrelevant in a modern, technological world.  Their Porsche Carrera may be 
technologically capable of almost 200mph but the speed limit is still 70.  They 

redefine the words to fit their agenda, but the framers left volumes of writing to 

correct any misinterpretation, accidental or malicious.  Amend it if you can.  Do 
the work.  Convince the nation.  But that is the speed limit.   

 
  As all leftists, Mr. Stengel sees himself as a member of the ‗intelligentsia.‘  

This is leftist newspeak where the ‗sia‘ is a substitute for ‗ish,‘ as in intelli-
gentish or using education to sound intelligent while actually avoiding the prac-

tice.  Thank you and praise the Lord.  Mr. Stengel concludes that the Consti-

tution does still matter, but not so much.   

 
So my question is: does Time Magazine still matter?  Did it ever?  Are they still 

part of the significantsia?  I don‘t think so.  They gave Hitler the Man of the Year 
Award.  They gave it to Stalin— twice.  Yuri Andropov also received the award.  I 

suspect this was a thin edition.  His brother, Pikup Andropov, a fictional chuffer 
for the acclaimed ‗Click and Clack‘ radio program had a longer list of accom-

plishments.  Add to this a diminishing subscriber base; I mean aside from doc-
tors‘ offices, who actually buys this thing?  More people read the Constitution in 

2011 than read Time Magazine.  This one document is under siege from Rich-
ard Stengel and people just like him.  Does he still matter?  Our Constitution 

has been supporting this Republic (he called it a democracy, do they never 

stop?) for over two and a quarter centuries.  What has Richard Stengel ever 
done for the Republic?  Fifty years from now, few will remember his name.  He 

obviously suffers from parchment envy. 
 

The Constitution – Does it Still Matter?  I think so and so do most Americans. 

Let us know what you think.   

Email the editor at  terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  
For additional editorial comment visit  http://www.teaparty911.com  click editorials at top. 

  YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.wcwtp.org
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Hillary’s Five Grand 
 

Few may remember Hillary‘s desperate offer, during the 2008 
Democratic Presidential Primary, to cut a check for five grand 
for every man, woman and child in the country if she were to 
be elected.  It sounded as if it included Bill Gates and every il-
legal immigrant.  Few remember because no one made a big 
deal of it at the time; not the debate moderator, not her oppo-
nent who I assume immediately understood the ploy for exactly 
what it was; and not even our own side who devoted the next few days to a mo-
ment of silence.  Had her opponent not been a brain dead leftist, a pithy retort 
could have been offered and it would have been an economic object lesson for us 
all.  I offer such a retort below. 

 
My opponent’s offer is an exciting one which I would be willing to match.  But 

unlike my opponent I will not take the money from anyone else.  This way you 
don’t have to feel bad about taking money from your neighbor.  You won’t owe 
anybody a thing.  And because we will not raise anyone’s taxes; there will be no 
resulting class warfare.  We will simply print the money.   

 
No one will be out a thing; and there will be no restrictions on how the money is 

spent.  Gas will go up a little; so will the wino’s wine and the “baby momma” will 
pay a little more for her crack cocaine.  But what will it matter?  You will be flush 
with cash.  

 
Prices, of course, will go up a bit.  Somewhere between 10% to 30% but that is to be 

expected.  Giving every man, woman and child $5,000 works out to be just under 2 
trillion dollars dumped on to the economy.  Since nothing was produced to earn the 
money, I mean it is not as if you made anything or performed any service, there is 
a lot more money chasing the same amount of goods.  So an increase in demand 
(your newfound windfall) without increasing production always brings a little in-
flation but that does not matter when you have all that money. 

 
Of course, once you have spent the money and consumed whatever you con-

sumed, prices will not go back down.  The money does not go away; it just goes into 
someone else’s pocket; usually someone who did do something to earn it.  All that 
money out there will keep prices high.  In truth, I am not sure what the benefit 
would be.  So thinking all this through I have decided to double my opponents offer.  
That’s right.  You heard me, that’s ten grand for every man woman and child in 
America.  Happy days are here again. 

 
America, Vote for me! 
 
America.  Are you listening?  Do you get it yet?   

            Burma Shave 
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Quick Comments: 

 

Michele Bachmann was criticized for not knowing where John Wayne was born 
and missing the location by over a hundred miles.  Yet our President, who is 
never criticized, does not know where he himself was born and misses the loca-
tion by thousands of miles.  The difference is that if you were ask Michele today 
where John Wayne was born she would get it right.  Obama on the other hand 
still does not know where he came from and neither do we.      

Congress doesn‘t think we are smart enough to pick out our own light bulbs.  
Yet they trust us to pick out the next congressman.  Why is one dim bulb harder 
to pick out than the next. 

Robert Reich was seated between two conservatives on a recent Sunday show, 

listening to them enumerate the number of times taxes have been lowered result-
ing in increased tax revenue to the treasury.  Reich protested saying ―it only 
stands to reason that increasing tax rates would result in increased revenue.‖  
Apparently facts and history are no match for idea conjured up in a liberal‘s 
head. 

Derek Jeter hit his 3000th home run (this is apparently newsworthy).  Tragi-
cally, the ball was caught by Christian Lopez who, being a Jeter fan, returned the 
ball to him.  I am told Mr. Lopez could have sold the ball for an amount well into 
six figures.  This doesn't make sense to me because you can get a ball just like it 
at Walmart for a few dollars and it says ―OFFICIAL‖ right on the ball.  Anyway, it 
turns out that Mr. Lopez  owes almost $100,000 in student loans (six digits).  
Some are wondering why he didn‘t use this opportunity to pay them off.  I am 
wondering why the government is not investigating the university for fraud.  How 
can you possibly spend $100,000 on an education and at the end of it not be 
smart enough to figure this out?  Meanwhile the government is after Mr. Lopez to 
pay taxes on the season tickets the ball club gave him in gratitude.  Intrusive?  

In the ‗90‘s a Republican congress saved Bill Clinton‘s Presidency by fixing the 
economy during his administration.  A Republican congress is trying to do the 
same for the Obama administration.  Is Clinton that much smarter than Obama? 

Write the Sentinel.  In writing your thoughts down and perfecting them, your 

writing becomes clearer.  In doing so, your thinking becomes clearer and your 
ability to express yourself verbally also improves.  Try it, send your comments to: 

terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net   

Subscribe to the Sentinel: 

 

There is no charge and we assure you it is worth every penny. 
 

  To subscribe click the link: terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net   
   Type ―SUBSCRIBE‖ and press the send button. 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

Agree or disagree. the Sentinel appreciates all who participate by writing.  

Let the world know what you think.  terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  

From Ruth, responding to our coverage of the debate and who was missing: 

This in from K: 
 
 
 
 
It couldn‘t get any better if it were from my sister. 

Terrell........ 

Sentinel was sensational!  I read every word.  Thanks for sharing. K 

From  -  LBN-MEDIA INSIDER:   

   President Obama’s birth certificate is out but the birthers aren’t going away: Two 

prominent birthers are suing Esquire magazine for defamation and damaged business in-

terests.  

   The complaint by Joseph Farah, editor of WorldNetDaily, and Jerome Corsi, author of 

Where’s the Birth Certificate? stems from an Esquire parody, headlined ―Breaking! 

some Corsi’s Birther Book Pulled From Shelves!―  

Also from LBN: 
 

WAS JOHN LENNON CONSERVATIVE? :  
 

Is Yoko Ono available to shed some light on this topic? John Lennon’s former assistant, 

Fred Seaman, says in a new documentary that the rock star quietly converted to conserva-

tism before he died. ―John, basically, made it very clear that if he were an American he 

would vote for Reagan because he was really sour on Jimmy Carter,‖ says Seaman, who 

worked with Lennon from 1979 until his death at the end of 1980. He also says Lennon en-

joyed arguing with left-wing radicals. An article last year in The American Spectator simi-

larly argued that Lennon had a late-life conversation to conservatism—he even called evo-

lution ―absolute garbage.‖  

 
   Your editor also remembers, just months before John Lennon was gunned 
down in front of his own apartment building, he purchased for the New York po-
lice department, bullet proof vests for officers on the street because the city 
claimed they had no money for such an expenditure.  ~  ed 

Every time a legislature passes a bill and it gets signed into law someone is now required 

to do something they were not previously required to do and/or someone is no longer 

allowed to do something they were previously free to do.  Stated differently, every time 

a bill is passed and signed into law someone loses some freedom. 

During his term as Governor of New Mexico, Gary Johnson vetoed 700 pieces of legisla-

tion and only two of those vetoes were overruled .  Stated differently, in his fight to 

preserve freedom Gary Johnson is ahead 698 to 2. 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Marybeth Hicks 
 

Marybeth Hicks is the author of Bringing up Geeks: How to Protect Your Kid’s 

Childhood in a Grow-up-too-fast World (Penguin/Berkley, July 2008).  

Public School Systems Cheating Nation's Youth 
 

Benjamin Franklin said, ―Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, it is forbidden because it is 

hurtful.‖ 

Someone ought to hang that quote in every doorway of every school and office of the Atlanta 

Public Schools system. 

Last week’s release by Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal of an investigative report on widespread 

cheating within APS on the state’s standardized curriculum tests raises more questions than it an-

swers. 

How did a school system the size of Atlanta’s establish such pervasive unethical habits? Appar-

ently some 178 educators, including 38 principals, are named as perpetrators of this educational 

fraud, and more than 80 have confessed to their roles in the scoring scam. Cheating took place in 

44 of the 56 schools examined in the investigation. 

If cheating by teachers, administrators and even the superintendent of schools is occurring with 

impunity in a major metropolitan school district, where else is it happening? Officials within APS 

denied for years that cheating was taking place, even as the students’ scores improved in suspi-

ciously dramatic fashion. 

Can parents trust their local school districts’ claims of improvement in educational results? APS 

Superintendent Beverly Hall became known as a ―miracle worker‖ in supposedly turning around a 

beleaguered school district. She even became part of the ―Atlanta brand.‖ 

Business and civic leaders touted her leadership and the quality of the schools as reasons to 

bring commerce to the city, yet it appears she may not have actually improved the district at all. 

There is now little reliable data to make that claim. 

Of all the public scandals of the past several years, the APS cheating fiasco is the most egre-

gious in recent memory because it proves that corruption is now standard operating procedure in 

our civic institutions. Who cares if children are left holding the bag, as long as the powers-that-be 

get the accolades they seek. 

The finger pointing in the wake of this story merely demonstrates how broken our system of 

public education really is. Teachers blame the reforms instituted in Atlanta several years ago that 

put the focus on financial incentives for performance rather than teacher tenure. 

Administrators blame state and federal governments for tying funding to school performance, 

which in turn ―forces‖ schools to ―teach to the test.‖ (Proving if there’s a way to blame former 

President George W. Bush for anything, folks will do so.) 
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If Atlanta teachers had been ―teaching to the test,‖ however, their rampant cheating would have 

been unnecessary. 

Meanwhile, parents don’t know who to blame, but they’re not likely to hold their children ac-

countable because, well … they hardly ever do, so why start now? 

Oddly enough, there’s one party no one ever mentions, but who, in my view, is probably the 

root cause of the decline (and inevitable demise) of our public schools: Weather Underground 

founder and former University of Illinois at Chicago professor Bill Ayers. 

Not just Mr. Ayers, mind you, but he and his cohort of teacher educators who, in the past 40 

years, literally hijacked our nation’s schools for their own progressive purposes. 

These days, rather than ensure that rising teachers are masters of their fields (Mr. Ayers has 

written that subject-matter mastery isn’t necessary for teaching), our schools of education train 

teachers to engage in ―social justice‖ - and even to teach substantive subjects such as math and 

science in the context of social consciousness. 

When teachers don’t view their role as imparting information, knowledge and skills, but rather 

as preparing students to be ―agents of social change‖ through ―critical thinking,‖ it’s no wonder 

the kids aren’t capable of passing standardized tests. 

It must be said: We aren’t training our teachers to do the job we say we want done in our class-

rooms. 

Why, then, are we surprised that they stoop to sin and avarice to achieve success in a job for 

which they are fundamentally unprepared in the first place? 

Marybeth Hicks‘ article is instructive.  Almost all of our educational institutions and our 
educators are now products of the left.  They have been brought up in a ‗values free‘ pro-
gressive environment and we would be foolish to expect any better result.   

However, it is not unreasonable to desire something better.  As our schools and institu-
tions of higher learning have been federalized they have been radicalized to the left and 
their quality diminished.  The left gravitates to these concentrations of power.   

Understanding the toxic nature of leftist thought, even before it was considered leftist, 
our founders sought to decentralize power everywhere this was possible.  Our founders 
also believed in a ‗public‘ education.  I will cede this point to them.  Schools in their day 
were, however, always local, an enterprise of the most local form of government.   

From our earliest days, Americans, even the poorest amongst us, had an international 
reputation for being well educated.  To restore this reputation for excellence, we must re-
turn our schools to local control.  The less involved government is in the educational 
process the less politicized it will be.   

To move education to the most local control possible and to remove the influence of gov-
ernment and political institutions, we should move to a voucher system.  The parent, who 
we assume wants only the best for his child and is in the best position to judge, is the 
consumer and will decide where his child‘s educational funds are to be spent.  You can-
not get more local.  I predict real improvement would be both obvious and rapid.  ~  ed 
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Cut, Cap and Balance:  
The Only Debt Ceiling Plan That Could Save AAA Bond Rating 

The President insists on tax increases, and the Republicans 
insist on no tax increases. 

The House Majority Leader insists on cuts greater than any 
debt ceiling increase, and the House Minority Leader insists on 
no entitlement changes. 

The Senate Minority Leader proposes ceding Congress’ author-
ity to the President to determine where the cuts will be, in the 
hope that he will also own the political fallout. 

It’s a stalemate, and the world financial markets watch expec-
tantly but nervously for some sign of a responsible solution. 

The Wall Street Journal reported that ―the cost to insure U.S. 
sovereign debt against default rose nearly 8% Thursday after 
Moody's Investors Service said it was reviewing the nation's 
top-notch Aaa credit rating for potential downgrade in after-market hours Wednesday.‖ 

Amidst all of this posturing, there is only one real plan: The Cut, Cap and Balance Act, introduced in the Senate last week 
and likely to be introduced in the House on Friday. 

It would cut substantially next year’s projected deficit, institute statutory spending caps and require Congress pass and 
send to the states a balanced budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution that has real teeth as the price of debt ceiling in-
crease. 

It and it alone offers the prospect of a permanent fix that would satisfy the ratings agencies. 

The story of the development of the Cut, Cap and Balance Act is almost as interesting as the Act itself. 

Originating as three separate, related policy proposals supported by over 100 Members of Congress, it then grew into a 
Pledge, in which the three elements were linked as a single set of pre-conditions. 

Lawmakers who signed it pledged not to support a debt ceiling increase unless all three pre-conditions were met. 

A Cut Cap Balance Pledge Coalition was formed, and it quickly grew to over 200 groups, both Tea Party and non-Tea 
Party, making it the largest-ever coalition of outside groups focused on a single issue. 

All Pledge signers to date have been Republicans, in large part because Democrats traditionally have opposed a Balanced 
Budget Amendment -- the one element of the plan that requires a two-thirds majority of Congress to pass. 

Substantial numbers of Democrats would be required to reach the two-thirds thresholds, and even though the Balanced 
Budget Amendment is supported by 80 percent of the voting public, many Democrats remain reluctant to support it. 

The Cut Cap and Balance Act took the three elements of the original plan and pledge and turned them into a specific piece 
of legislation, but with a unique twist.  Instead of requiring that all three pre-conditions be met before voting on a debt 
ceiling increase, this new bill actually includes the $2.4 trillion debt ceiling increase that Democrats want, but conditions it 
on Congressional passage of the Balanced Budget Amendment.  The Cut Cap and Balance Act would only require simple 
majorities to pass, not two-thirds (although it might require 60 votes in the Senate).  Once passed, the pre-approved debt 
ceiling increase would sit there like a ripe plum, [PR1] ready for the plucking but inaccessible, until the Balanced Budget 
Amendment is passed.  This would give Democrats an incentive to support the BBA they now do not have, in spite of 
overwhelming public support for it.  And it would give Republicans the holy grail of fiscal responsibility, a strong Bal-
anced Budget Amendment that cannot be easily watered down by successive Congresses the way that a package of budget 
and program cuts can be diluted. 

Voters, whether Republican, Independent or Democrat, are tired of accounting tricks and typical Washington deals. They 
understand that the solution, the real solution, is a simple one: to forcibly change the way Congress does its business. 

The Cut Cap and Balance Act is such a solution. 

It has already garnered more than thirty co-sponsors in the Senate, and is expected to be introduced in the House on Fri-
day. 

It’s what America wants and, more important, it’s what America needs, because it is the only plan that puts unsustainable 
spending and borrowing on a path to sustainability. 

That is what the financial markets – and the voting public – demand, and rightly so. 

A Sentinel Message from Tiny Tim: 

“God help us all, each and everyone.” 

Colin Hanna: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/06/treasury-officials-avoid-default_n_891908.html
http://townhall.com/columnists/colinhanna/
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The Sentinel thanks Barry Stephens for the following submission: 

 

Texas yard sign 

  
My neighbor is a "lefty" of sorts (Obama bumper stickers, gung-ho socialized 
medicine, "guns should be banned", etc.).  So this past spring I put this sign up 
in my yard after one of his anti-gun rants at a neighborhood cocktail party.     
     
The sign wasn't up more than an hour before he called the police and wanted 
them to make me take down the sign.  Fortunately, the officer politely in-
formed  him that it was not their job to take such action without a court order 
and that he had to file a complaint "downtown" first, which would be reviewed by 
the  city attorney to see if it violated any city, county, or state ordinances, which 
if there was a violation a court order would be sent to the offending party (me) to 
"remove the sign in seven days."  
     
After several weeks he was informed that the sign was legal (by a  quarter of an 
inch) and there was nothing the city could do, which obviously made him mad-
der.     
     
I tried  to smooth things over by inviting him to go shooting with me and my 
friends at the hunt club but that seemed to make him even more angry.  I am at a 
loss how to reconcile our long relationship (notice I did not say friendship), any 
suggestions would be welcome. 
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The Tea Party Report: 

 
   The Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots 

(TTP) met on July 3rd, at the Library in Quitman.  Char 

Doonan led the meeting which was lightly attended due to the July 
4th holiday.   

 
Important work however was done as questions for Presidential pri-
mary candidates were formulated.    
 

 
Michael Kinzie of Tea Party 911 forwards the following message: 

 

 Supporting Candidates 
 

We all know the importance of the upcoming 2012 elections, so it’s time to get off the sidelines. Once you have cho-
sen a candidate to support, there are many ways you can help in their campaigns. First of all, there is money. Politi-
cal campaigns are expensive endeavors, so whatever you can contribute directly to the candidate’s campaign will 
certainly help. However, you should probably steer clear of contributing to political parties, because a large percent-
age of your contribution goes to fundraising, operating expenses, and salaries, and therefore very little of your con-
tribution may even reach the campaign of the candidate of your choice. However, in this economy we realize you 
may not be able to contribute money, but there are numerous other ways to help support a candidate. 
One way you may help your candidate is to go to the official website of the candidate you support and register on 
their site. Usually a candidate will have many ways listed on his or her site in which you could volunteer to help. Look 
over the list of ways a candidate needs help and have something in mind that matches your skill set when you con-
tact the campaign to volunteer. Some of the ways you might support a campaign is by helping to put out signs, an-
swering phones in the campaign office, helping with door-to-door activities, sending out emails, and fundraising. If 
you are a writer, you might think about writing a letter to the editor of your local newspaper telling why you support 
your candidate. If you are a web developer, you could offer your services to the campaign if needed. So, whatever 
your skills, there are many ways you can help support a candidate. 
Your support could make the difference in the outcome of the election. If you really care, get off the sidelines and 
help in any way you can! Win or lose, you will know you have done everything you could to make a difference. 
These elections are far too important for us not to make a difference; your country might depend on it. 

 

 Elections 2012 
 

We are at a pivotal point in American history, and the 2012 elections could possibly be the most important elections 
in our lifetime. The stakes have never been higher. The liberal agenda is progressing at an unprecedented rate, and 
it will be full steam ahead until these out of control senators and congressmen are removed from office and replaced 
by men and women of integrity. This is where the Tea Party Movement comes in. When choosing candidates to sup-
port, we must be extremely careful and choose candidates whose values align with our own. Our three main issues 
of concern are fiscal responsibility, limited government, and free markets. On average, government worker wages 
are 35% higher than their private sector counterparts and also have a 69% greater benefits package. The national 
debt is now over 14 trillion and growing daily. Does this sound like fiscal responsibility? Federal, state, and local gov-
ernments now employ over 23 million people (not including military personnel), and is the fastest growing job sector 
in America. Does this sound like limited government? The federal government is now the owner of or directly in-
volved in the banking industry, the automobile industry, and the healthcare industry. Now on the agenda for the EPA 
in an “end around” of Congress are the cap and trade regulations which would amount to the largest tax increase in 
America’s history. Does this sound like free markets? This has got to stop! We have got to replace these politicians 
who will say and do anything just to get elected. We need more elected officials who actually have honor and will do 
what they say and not make promises that they can’t keep just to get elected. Tea Party members, please look at 
the individual. Be informed about the candidates and know where they really stand on the issues. Your vote in the 
2012 elections could be the most important vote you cast in your lifetime and may determine the course of America 
for generations. Choose wisely.  
 

Many thanks, 
Michael 
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2011 

Lake Country Republican Club 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

 
1. FUNDRAISING    This committee shall be responsible for development and conduct of the 

club’s fundraising activities, in compliance with the rules and regulation of the Texas Ethics 

Commission and the laws of the state of Texas.  

  1.  Open Position, Chairman 

  2.  Joe Blair 

  3.  Gene Shoemaker  

  4.  Terrell AronSpeer 

   
2.  LEGISLATION     This committee shall be charged with keeping the club informed and aware 

of legislative events, votes and processes which could have an impact on, or may be of interest to 

the club.  This shall include but not be limited to the coordination and notification of the clubs’ 

membership of the need for urgent action of a political nature. 

  1.  Philip Winter  Chairman 

  2.  Isabel McGuffin     

  3.  Travis Burk 

  4.  Pat Nelson 

  5.  Rick Shoemaker 

  6.  Eugene & Joyce Spencer 

 

Original political 

cartoon  

submitted by 
local Wood 

County artist 

Bart Bartlett 
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LCRC committees continued . . . 
 

3.  PUBLICITY and COMMUNICATIONS     This committee shall establish and maintain contact 

with local media outlets and shall actively work to publicize the club’s activities, newsletter, website 

and events. 

  1.  Terrell AronSpeer    Chairman 

  2.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  3.  Betty Dubbs 

  4.  Rick Shoemaker 
 

4.  PROGRAM     This committee shall be responsible for producing monthly and special club 

meeting programs, including the procurement of speakers, and shall keep the Publicity Chairman 

informed in advance of future programs, to allow news releases to meet local media deadlines. 

  1.  Dr. James Marvel    Chairman 

  2.  Terrell AronSpeer 

  3.  Isabel McGuffin     

  4.  Greg Bowen 
 

5  MEMBERSHIP     This committee shall be responsible for the development of special member-

ship drives and programs.  It also should be charged with keeping members informed about club 

meetings and activities by means of telephone and/or email notification. 

  1.  Joanna Bowen     Chairman 

  2.  Sheryl Nelson 

  3.  Gene and Norma Shoemaker 

  4.  Eugene and Joyce Spencer 

  5.  Roger and Sandy Tune 
 

6.  HOSPITALITY    This committee shall be responsible for the decoration of facilities used for 

special meetings and events and for appointing ―greeters‖ for meetings and special events. 

  1.  Janice Logan    Chairman 

  2.  Joanna Bowen      

  3.  Sheryl Nelson 

  4.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  5.  Tera Burk 

  6.  Shirley Daugherty 

  7.  Betty Dubbs 

  8.  Norma Shoemaker 

Meet the 112th 

Single click the link. 

 

Representative Mike Rogers from Michigan’s 8th. 
The congressman grills a bureaucrat ~ tastes just like chicken. 
  
Representative Jeff Flake from Arizona's 3rd 

Chris Wallace is afraid to interview him, but watch this interview from the Glenn Beck 

show.  Representative Flake is a Former Executive Director of the Goldwater Institute. 
  
Representative Mike Pence from Indiana's 6th 

Representative Pence, who will be running for Governor in 2012 takes on the tough issue. 

“Most of the stuff people worry about, ain't never gonna happen anyway.”   

http://youtu.be/6rWnBjMaKaE
http://youtu.be/sWNdCYl0JAw
http://youtu.be/g3hxkgjgj5A
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What’s Up: 

 

Lake Country Republican Club (LCRC): 

Meeting Dates: 

Club Meetings: July 26, 6 PM -  Quitman Library   

    Program Representative, Bryan Hughes, Texas dist. 5 

 August 23, 6 PM -  Quitman Library    Not the 30th   

Sentinel Submission Deadlines:  Tenth of Publication Month 

Sentinel Publication Date:  Fifteenth of Publication Month 
 

Republican Women of Wood County (RWWC): 

 Club Meetings: July 18,  11:30 AM -  Texas Tea Room 

   Program: Speaker William Murchison Author/columnist 

  Also: Mark your calendar September 17 ~ Taste of East Texas  
  

Holly Lake Ranch Hawkins Republican Club (HLRHRC): 

 Club Meetings: August 1,  7 PM - Holly Hall     

   Program: To be determined. 
 

Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots 

 Club Meetings: August 7,  2 PM  - Quitman Library  
 

Wood County We The People (wcwtp.org) 
 To become a WCWTP Watchdog: Contact Tim Discher through the website or at wcwtpa@gmail.com 

HIT THE LINKS:  The Sentinel thanks all who contributed to the ―Hit the 
Links‖ section this month.  Over half come from non-member 
subscribers.  It was my intention to institute this month an 
Editors Choice Box for the best submitted link.  However this 
is not a good  month to do that.  Of the links listed below four 
were top contenders.  It would be easy to choose any one of 
these but I could not exclude the other three.  This is our best 
crop yet.  Your editor suggests you hit them all.  You will not 
be disappointed. ~  ed 

Arranged Alphabetically:                            Almost Unanimous  

Single click the links. College Professors ~ always the stupidest person in the room 

Freedom  

Patriot Guard  

Reckless  

Tom McClintock's Constitutional Crisis 

Victory Goes to Those Who Value Life   

We Are Not Alone  

Where in the Constitution?  

YouTube - White House Rejects 1 Trillion Dollar Gift From IBM  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlB4ZLLxCNk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_juUVKKBw-k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1U1Jzdghjk&feature=player_embedded
http://www.breitbart.tv/patriot-guard-riders-drown-out-westboro-baptist-church-protesters/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIo3ZfA9da0&feature=share
http://www.patriotactionnetwork.com/profiles/blogs/videofinallya-congressman
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvRcP4go-eg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYWQGUmqEwE&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j43fefDFL2o&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvkV5IPVtVg
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Cartoon taken 
from: Town Hall 
Daily. 
 
 
THD is delivered 
to my e-mail 
daily.  I enjoy not 
only the cartoons 
but the well writ-
ten articles by 
well known con-
servative com-
mentators. 
 
To get your own 
subscription click 
the link below. 

 
http://
www.townhall.com/
secure/signup.aspx  

A Sentinel PSA: 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

North East Texas Child Advocacy Center is having a meeting at the Quitman Li-
brary , Thursday, July 21, at 10:00 am for anyone interested in volunteering  to 
help.   They are attempting to begin a Quitman volunteer chapter.  Your attendance 
will not put you under any obligation.  There are all kinds of things we can do, and most 
of them take very little time and little or no money.   Please come and see what NET-
CAC is all about.  This is a very worthy cause. 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Ruth Lampe 

Can Puerto Ricans vote?  

Puerto Ricans are class A US citizens just like Texans or Floridians.  Puerto 
Ricans who are residents of Texas, Florida or any other state can vote in 

their state for any race on the ballot in their voting precinct including that 
of President.  However Puerto Rico is not a state and Puerto Ricans who are 

residents of Puerto Rico cannot vote for President.  A Texan who was a resi-
dent of Puerto Rico would also not be able to cast a vote for President.  It is 
a function of residency as much as citizenship.  ~  ed 

http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
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Who Said it? 
 

“The famous are seldom significant and the significant 
are seldom famous.” 
 

Answer page 24 

“ ”s 

Cicero  - 55 BC 

 

 "The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, public debt should be reduced, the arrogance 

of officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed 

lest Rome become bankrupt. People must again learn to work, instead of living on public assistance." 

 

So what have we learned in 2,066 years?    Apparently nothing. 

 

"Money is the barometer of a society's virtue.  When you see that trading is 

done, not by consent, but by compulsion - when you see that in order to pro-

duce, you must obtain permission from men who produce nothing - when you see 

that money is flowing to those who deal, not in goods, but in favors - when you 

see that men get richer by graft and by pull than by work, and your laws don't 

protect you against them, but protect them against you - when you see corrup-

tion being rewarded and honesty becoming self-sacrifice - you may know that 

your society is doomed."  - Ayn Rand "Atlas Shrugged" 

 

“A creative man is motivated by the desire to achieve, not by the desire to 

beat others.” -Ayn Rand 

Column A  

 

The American Red Cross CEO 

 Makes $651,957 Annually + expenses 

 

The United Way President 

 Makes $375K + expenses and benefits 

 

UNICEF CEO 

 Makes $1.2M + Rolls Royce & expenses 

 Less than $0.05 goes for any cause 

  Column B 

 

The Salvation Armies Commissioner 

 Receives $13,000 annually plus lodging 

 $0.96 of each dollar goes to causes 

 

The American Legion National Commander 

 Receives NO salary 

 Donations go to veterans, their family & youth. 

 

  

We have a choice when we donate.  The preceding information is provided so that you 

may be informed.  ~  ed 
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Oh Look a Chicken! 
 

I hope I was not alone in my surprise as ‗spectators‘ engaged in shoving 

and even fist fights trying to get a seat to the Casey Anthony trial.  Such 
disbelief means we still have hope and a basic belief in the potential good-
ness of our fellow man.  That a woman on trial for her life is reduced to 

‗pop culture‘ is a symptom of a greater problem in this society.  
 

The storming of the Bastille could not have been more enthusiastic.  
Where do these people get their energy, their focus, their time off?  Are 
they this focused on the important issues in their lives?  It is easy to have 

opinions about the trial, about Casey or her parents.  It is easy to conclude 
that Florida has just moved back restrictions on abortion to the 14th tri-
mester.  It would be just as easy to conclude that an incompetent prosecu-

tor failed to meet his burden of proof.  But why would one bother?  If Ca-
sey had been found guilty and put to death, few of us would have lost a 

relative or a friend or would even feel that the American Justice system 
was in jeopardy.  If she had been immediately released and moved in next 
door to you, it would be unlikely you would fear for your life.  In our day to 

day lives, this trial frankly does not matter.  This is why the Sentinel 

does not waste time commenting on pop culture.  Yet some commentators 
are still doing hour long shows on a trial which is OVER. 

 
During this same time millions of Japanese citizens are still homeless, 

their country and economy lie in ruins.  Tensions in the Middle East re-

main a threat to world peace.  America is caught in a debt spiral which 
may prove fatal.  Has anyone who was pushing their way into the ―trial of 

the century,‖ sent a care package to a Japanese family, written a letter of 
concern to an elected official in any capacity or put aside provisions to see 
their family through rough times?  

  

Sometimes I wonder if we deserve this great 

country.  Some of us most assuredly do not.  We 

must not become these people.  We must immedi-

ately . . . Oh look – a Chicken!  ~ ed 

Which came first, the Chicken or the egg? 

 
The Egg ~ Eggs are a reptilian invention and reptiles 

predate birds by hundreds of thousands of years.   

 
So why do they keep asking this question?  ~  ed 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chicken+images&view=detail&id=2535F65F9ABC29C74CDE4CC1FA68AA6491594776&first=271&FORM=IDFRIR
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Legislative Report, National: 
 

U.S. House of Representatives Sends Strong Message to EPA and 

Passes Clean Water Cooperative Federalism Act of 2011 

(HR2018) 
PR Newswire – Thu, Jul 14, 2011 

 

Bill would restore jurisdiction of state agencies over EPA in regards to Clean Water Act 
 

WASHINGTON, July 14, 2011 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- H.R. 2018, the Clean Water Cooperative Fed-

eralism Act sponsored by Representative John Mica (R-FL) and Representative Nick Rahall (D-WV), passed a 

floor vote in the U.S. House of Representatives Wednesday night with 239 votes in favor of the legislation. 

The bill asserts that states should have the primary responsibility for regulation of water resources within their 

borders, not the EPA. Passage of this bill is an attempt by Congress to reopen the permitting process for multi-

ple industries that have been stuck in an EPA-imposed moratorium on state approved permits. As an example, 

nearly 200 mining permits have been trapped in EPA "limbo," without any action or decision rendered for 

more than two years. 

"The action that we've seen from EPA has unleashed an unprecedented backlash," said House Transportation 

and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Mica. "Everyone has called this a huge power grab by EPA and EPA 

has indeed created a regulatory nightmare that affects almost every state in the union." Rep. Rahall, the rank-

ing member on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, accused EPA of "strong-arming the states" 

on water permits and of creating an "atmosphere of worry, of distrust and of bitterness." 

"The EPA has been out of control since this Administration came to office, especially here in Appalachia. Pas-

sage of this bill offers residents throughout the region hope for some economic and job security, which the 

EPA has not been willing to consider," said Bryan Brown, Executive Director of West Virginia FACES of 

Coal. "The EPA has taken no action on nearly 200 mining permits for more than two years in Appalachia 

alone. It's about time Congress noticed the harm the agency is doing to West Virginia, and to our country." 

Brown continued, "The leadership shown by West Virginia's Congressional delegation is very impressive and 

rewarding for all residents of the Mountain State. The economic uncertainty caused by the EPA and their ac-

tions has been extremely frustrating, but it is helpful and comforting to know that our elected leaders in Wash-

ington, D.C. are fighting for our jobs and for our quality of life." 

 

Legislative Report, State: 

 
 Legislative Report July 2011  

Republican Women of Wood County  

Isabel McGuffin, Legislative Chairman  

Redistricting  

On June 15, 2011, Speaker Joe Straus issued the following press release:  

AUSTIN---Texas House Speaker Joe Straus (R-San Antonio) today issued the following statement upon final 

House Passage of Senate Bill 4 (Congressional Redistricting):  

―I commend and thank Chairman Solomons, the Redistricting Committee, and the House members for the 

extraordinarily long hours and dedication they have put into passing a fair and legal Congressional map.‖  

―I am particularly pleased that we have passed all four redistricting maps required this year,‖ said Speaker 

Straus. ―The members provided much input and direction on maps that reflect the population changes in our 

state.‖  

The redistricting map for the State Board of Education (HB 600) is now law. The House (HB 150) and Senate 

(SB 31) redistricting maps were simultaneously passed and now await the Governor’s signature.  
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How Redistricting Effects Wood County  

State Representative Bryan Hughes’ district (HD 5) has been changed. His district will change to Wood, 

Rains, Camp, Titus, Morris, and northern and eastern Smith Counties. He loses Upshur and Harrison.  

All of Wood County has been in U.S. Congressman Jeb Hensarling’s district (CD 5). Wood will be split be-

tween two U.S. Congressmen. Congressman Hensarling (CD 5) will have the western part which will include 

Mineola, Quitman, Alba, Golden, and Lake Fork. Congressman Louie Gohmert (CD 1) will be the eastern part 

which will include Hawkins, Holly Lake Ranch, and Winnsboro. The lines will probably be by precinct lines.  

These changes will not take effect until January 2013, but all of the candidates will begin campaigning in their 

new areas right away.  
 

TFRW June Legislative Report Submitted by Barbara Larson, Legislative Chairman  

“I have had many questions about the status of bills and am reprinting May’s Legislative Report with updates 

on various bills. Updates are current as of May 16, 2011. When you receive the June Newsletter the session 

will be over and these bills may or may not have passed. Please go online to Texas Legislature Online to 

check the status.” (Barbara’s note)  

VOTER ID (Isabel’s note: SB 14 passed and signed into law)  

The Senate passed a voter ID bill on January 26, 2011 by a vote of 19 to 11. This bill was referred to the 

House Committee on Voter Identification and Voter Fraud on February 11, 2011. The bill was passed by the 

House on April 8, 2011 and went to conference committee. The Senate adopted the conference committee 

report. As of May 16 the House also adopted the conference committee report.  
 

SHARIA LAW (Isabel’s note: Was not passed in Reg. Session)  

There is a lot of information and misinformation on Sharia Law. Many people have concerns that with the 

growing Muslim populations in the United States, our laws will begin to deviate from our common law system 

to include some aspects of laws based on foreign customs and cultures. In order to prevent this, many people 

are advocating laws that expressly ban laws based on these foreign customs and cultures. HB 3027 and HB 

911 were introduced and if passed, will do just that. These bills were combined in committee and reported out 

of committee as HB 911. HB 911 was sent to calendars on 4/28/11, but as of today, May 16, 2011, there has 

been no further action.  
 

Session IMMIGRATION REFORM (Isabel’s note: Not passed in Reg. Session but on agenda for Special)  

Everyone agrees that we have a huge and growing illegal immigration population in the United Sates. In an 

effort to stem the illegal immigrant population, many are demanding that the US government require employ-

ers to verify immigration status prior to hiring any worker. The US government has not been responsive, but 

HB 3252 was filed in the House to require employers in Texas to use the Federal E-verify system. This bill 

was sent to calendars on 5/10/11. No further action has been taken as of 5/16/11.  
 

FINANCIAL REFORMS ON EDUCATION-HB 400 (Isabel’s note: Not passed in Reg. Session, but some of 

this is on the agenda for Special Session)  

I did not include this bill in my May report. It will allow public schools to administer primary and secondary 

education efficiently. These are the provisions that are most important to many districts around the state:  

1) ALLOWS SALARY REDUCTIONS: Districts could reduce the salaries of classroom teachers, full-time 

librarians, counselors, and nurses below 2010-11 salary levels. Under current law, we cannot do this.  

2) ALLOWS FURLOUGHS: District could furlough employees for up to seven non-instructional days and 

reduce the employees’ salaries by the number of furlough days. Again, please note that if we utilize furloughs 

to reduce costs, ISDs would apply this to all employees would have input into the plan.  

3) ELIMINATES STATE MINIMUM SALARY SCHEDULE AND REQUIRES DISTRICTS TO ADOPT 

LOCAL STRATEGIC COMPENSATION PLAY: Requires school districts to develop a differentiated com-

pensation plan for classroom teachers, full-time librarians, counselors and nurses, beginning with the 2012-13 

school year. Please note that employees would have input into the plan.  
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4) STREAMLINES RIF PROCESS: (a) Provides that employees who have been affected by a reduction in 

force (RIF) mid-contract due to financial exigency are entitled to a due process hearing before the school 

board or its designee instead of a hearing before a TEA-appointed hearing officer. The employee can also ap-

peal to the commissioner. (b) Eliminates the requirement that continuing contract RIFs be done ―in reverse 

order of seniority.‖  

5) MOVES 45-DAY NONRENEWAL NOTICE DEADLINE: Beginning with 2012-13 contracts, the deadline 

for providing notice of contract nonrenewal would be the last day of instruction.  

6) CHANGES CLASS SIZE LIMITS FOR GRADES K-4 AND ACCELERATED INSTRUCTION 

CLASSES: (a) Requires districts to maintain a district-wide average class size of 22:1 in grades K-4 with hard 

cap of 25 students per class. (b) Removes the 10:1 student-to- teacher ratio for accelerated instruction classes.  

7) LIMITS FITNESS GRAM: Requires administration of the Fitness Gram (proposed fitness report card) only 

when students are enrolled in a PE course of course for PE credit.  

8) LIMITS JOINT ELECTION COSTS: Limit the cost of joint elections by requiring districts only to share 

the costs of precincts where school district voters vote.  

9) STANDARDIZED PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE REQUIREMENTS AND MAKES NEWSPAPER NO-

TICE OPTIONAL: Standardizes notice requirements for the school board meetings to discuss to the annual 

financial report, the annual performance report, and the proposed tax rate and budget. Newspaper notices of 

these meetings would be optional.  

HB 301 ENGLISH AS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE (Isabel’s note: Did not pass Reg. Session)  

This would establish English as the official language of Texas. This bill was sent to Calendars on 5/6/11. No 

action has been taken since then.  
 

Reprinted courtesy of RWWC and Isabel McGuffin 

RWWC Report: 

 

The Republican Women of Wood County held their regular 
meeting on June 20, 2011 with club President, Shirley 
Haskins presiding. 
 

The meeting was well attended with almost 50 

members coming out.  Addressing the meeting 
was Mr. Thomas Ratliff of the SBOE.  In his opening remarks 

Mr. Ratliff stated that some considered him to be a RINO.  He 
spent the next 20 minutes building their case for them.  Never 
the less, his talk was informative.   

 
RWWC (of which I am an associate member) is a 

well run organization with a reputation for bring 
relevant speakers to Wood County.  This month 
is no exception.  Author and columnist William 

Murchison is slated to speak.   
 

The next RWWC meeting is the 18th this month 
in the Texas Tea Room at 11:30 am.  Visitors are 

welcome. 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

by: Jane Byrd 
 

“Fed Up!  
Our Fight to Save America from Washington‖ 

By Rick Perry 
 

 The same day that a former Utah governor announced 
his candidacy, that excellent conservative newspaper 
Investor’s Business Daily ran an editorial headlined 
―GOP Finds Its Voice.‖  But it wasn’t the new guy IBD 
was extolling.  It was our Texas governor. 

IBD quoted snippets from Rick Perry’s speech to the Republican conference in New Or-
leans.  We who missed the conference can, instead, read his book. 

Even we activists, who believe we’re fairly well informed can still learn a few things 

from Perry’s      Fed Up! 

The Governor acknowledges his researchers and editors, but the voice seems to be his 
own.  He says, ―My biggest motivator for writing this book is to help sustain a national dia-
logue about the proper structure and balance of government…about the importance of fed-
eralism…and the need to restore the balance of power.‖ 

―Something is terribly wrong‖ is the book’s opening sentence, and Perry goes on to tell – 
in detail we need to know – just how Washington went wrong.  It’s a history of liberalism, 
progressivism and statism in America. 

All such books about worrisome topics are obliged, at the end, to suggest solutions.  So 
the final chapter of Fed Up! is called ―Taking Back America.‖  The first six pages describe 
Perry’s ―vision‖ of America, but he eventually gets down to business and lists some specif-
ics.  Number one, of course, is repeal ―Obamacare.‖ 

―The future of America,‖ he says, ―depends on reversing this law.‖  And the idea, held 
apparently by some Republicans, that we must ―repeal and replace‖ is, to Perry, ―inside-the
-Beltway nonsense‖ that only confuses voters. 

He has a few other suggestions. 

Whether our Texas Governor finally becomes the GOP’s presidential can-
didate in 2012 or not, his book is worth reading.  If you know a young stu-
dent of history or political-science, put a copy of Fed Up! where they can’t 
miss it. 

  ~  Jane Byrd   jb/6/10/11 

Dennis Prager 

“To a Republican, every day is July 4” 

“To a Democrat, every day is April, 15” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ronald+Reagan+images&view=detail&id=096687DC1A5E0B2A51EFA6CD2AA4CC6CA29CF2F8&first=751&qpvt=Ronald+Reagan+images&FORM=IDFRIR
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We Are the Elephant in the Room 

Lake Country Republican Club 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

July 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

2     1  

3  WCTP  

Meeting   

2 PM 

Quitman  

Library 

4   5 6 7   8 9 

14   

23 

30 

 

13 15 
Sentinel 

Publication 

Date 

16 

19  Registra-

tion training 

Early voting 

room WC 

Court House 

11  HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

12 

20 21 22 

28 27 26  LCRC 

Club Meeting 

Quitman  

Library 6 PM  

Bryan Hughes 

17 18  RWWC 

Meets Texas 

Tea Room 11:30 

AM 

Program: Wil-

liam Murchison 

29 

     31 

25 24 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

August 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

6 4 3 2  WC Execu-

tive board 

meeting 6PM 

at HQ 

1     HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

5 

7  WCTP  

Meeting   

2 PM 

Quitman  

Library 

8   

 

9 10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

11   12 

 

13 

18 

27 

 

 

17 
 

19 20 

23 LCRC 

Club Meeting 

Quitman  

Library 6 PM   

15 
Sentinel 

Publication 

Date 

14 16    

24 25 26 

 31 30   

21 22  RWWC 

Meets Texas 

Tea Room 

11:30 AM  

Program: 

Gary McKinley     

 

      

29 28 


