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 2011 December  

The Lake Country Republican Club Meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the library 

here in Quitman ,Texas at 6 PM 

 

Thoughts of Christmas 
 

 

It seems our minds have been inundated with political issues 
for such a long time now that it is difficult to think of anything 
else. While these issues are of utmost importance to the sur-
vival of our way of government and our freedoms, however, 
at this special time of year, I am making a concerted effort for 
just a few minutes to consider things of a different sort. 
 
We see signs of the goodness of people everyday, but have to take the time to 
notice.  It is easier somehow to notice the “stupid” or “thoughtless” things that 
people do than to appreciate the little things that would uplift our hearts if we 
would let them.  Things such as a young mother who is “communicating mean-
ingfully” with her young children; or a young father gently correcting a three- 
year old who is intent on banging on a piano at a family Thanksgiving gathering. 
Take time to appreciate the stars at night; be grateful for the rain that we so 
desperately needed; revel in the beauty of East Texas at this time of year; ap-
preciate friends who accept you, warts and all.  As always, be thankful to the 
Lord for His Son, and remember that everything we have comes from Him. 
 
We are indeed fortunate to live in a country where our freedoms are preserved, 
at least to a certain extent. We can also be grateful that there is a group of good 
people right here in our area, as well as in the country as a whole, willing to 
work to restore our country’s government to the values of our Founders. I am 
hoping and praying that our efforts will be successful and that we can be instru-
mental in restoring the Constitution to its rightful place.  In the meantime, I ap-
preciate all of you who are working with and beside one another to make this 
happen.  With God’s help, we can make 2012 the year during which the 
“Progressive” movement is stopped!  
 
Have a Blessed Christmas, and try to take time to appreciate the “good stuff.” 
Enjoy your family and friends, but never again let us take our freedom for 
granted.  Let us always remember that the cost of freedom is eternal vigilance 
and sacrifice.  Let us pray that God will heal our Country and give us the wis-
dom to once again be the land of the free and home of the brave. 
 
God Bless America! 
Merry Christmas to All 
 
Greg Bowen 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net


2  

Minutes of the Meeting 
Lynn AronSpeer 

Lake Country Republican Minutes 

General Meeting Minutes 

August 23rd, 2011 

 

The LCRC met at the Quitman Library, Goode Street, Quitman, TX.  At 6:04 PM our presi-

dent, Greg Bowen, called the meeting to order. 

Joyce Spencer led the prayer and Greg Bowen led the pledges. 

President Bowen noted elected officials present were Sheriff Bill Wansley, Constables 

Steve Bowser and Ed Shadbolt and Precinct Chair Helen Heavey. 

Following were Committee Reports: 

Minutes for October, 2011 were approved as written. 

Treasurer:  Gene Shoemaker‟s report was approved. 

Publicity:  Terrell announced a December Sentinel will be forthcoming but perhaps de-

layed. 

Fundraising:  Greg pointed out there were a number of fine books for sale at every meeting.   

Hospitality:  Janice announced her report would be included in the Sentinel. 

  

Slate of Officers below was voted in by acclamation: 

 President: Greg Bowen 

 Vice President: George Morrow 

 Secretary: Lynn AronSpeer 

 Treasurer: Gene Shoemaker 

 

Program:   

Dr. Marvel spoke extensively regarding the ETMC hospital in Quitman and the forty mil-

lion dollars in bonds which have allegedly been floated to build a new 25 bed hospital.  It is 

thought there is a requirement for full repayment of the bonds in 25 years.  This presents 

many problems and Dr. Marvel and others have been urged to dig deeper into this issue. 

Next LCRC meeting will be 1/24/12.  Note:  There will be 

no meeting in December. 

The meeting was adjourned sometime before 8:00 PM.  

(Again, your secretary was so taken by the program that she 

failed to notice the time.) 

Submitted by  

Lynn AronSpeer, Secretary. 
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Membership:   
 

Dear Fellow Lake Country Republicans, 
 

We gained 2 new members at our November meeting.  They are 
Virgil and Debbie Holland of 1214 St. Hwy. 182 in Quitman.  Email 
address is virgiljuniorholland@yahoo.com. This brings our total paid 
membership to 58. 
 
Our next meeting will be January 24, 2012 at which time we will be accepting dues for the 
new year.  Dues remain $10 per person for the year. Checks should be made to Lake 
Country Republican Club.  I will have forms available for you to fill out.  I realize you have 
already filled these out, but we would appreciate a new form for the new year.  This way I 
can be sure that I have the correct contact information for you. Please pay your dues as 
soon as you can as we will be incurring some expenses for the candidates’ forum in Feb-
ruary. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas! 
 
Joanna Bowen 

Treasurers Report:  

 

 Bank account $1689.16 
 

Submitted by: Gene Shoemaker, Treasurer 

Hospitality:  
 

I sent a welcome card to Virgil and Debbie Holland who joined last 
meeting. 
 

To report hospitality issues: 
Contact Janice Logan at 223 County Road 1961, Yantis, 75497, phone 903-383-
3247, cell # 903-850-3267.   

Thank you.      

Janice Logan, Hospitality Chair 

 

LCRC Will Resume Meetings 
on January 24th 

 

The entire Sentinel staff wishes you the 

merriest of Christmas seasons 
 

mailto:virgiljuniorholland@yahoo.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art+borders&view=detail&id=DF19A2C65E0C8C7BC3DFC62EA8D33EDAF9C451C8&first=271&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art+borders&view=detail&id=DF19A2C65E0C8C7BC3DFC62EA8D33EDAF9C451C8&first=271&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=religious+christmas+clip+art+borders&view=detail&id=BE16C8291C8EFD1ABC5604F3FDF136B42188F06E&first=331&FORM=IDFRIR
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Editorial Page:  

The Art of Compromise 
 

Yes.  Of course, I am kidding.  Compromise is more often a suicide 
pact with an unreliable partner than any form of art.  History is mired in 
examples.  As most of my editorials, this one was provoked by a recent 
event.   

Gen. Colin Powell ret. while being interviewed on FNC about the congressional debt 
reduction effort, asserted that “for the good of the country,” both sides needed to sit down 
and reach a compromise.  The example he cited goes back to the very founding of this 
great nation, the infamous Three Fifths Compromise.  “This,” he said, “was a compromise 
on slavery which allowed us to form this country,” this less perfect union I would assert. 

To begin with, there is always a problem when an unelected individual, in a 
magnanimous gesture, elects to accept a burden which then falls on an entire group.  It is 
conceivable that an individual would accept a condition of historical slavery for himself.  
But it is a display of extreme hubris to accept such a condition for a group of people who 
have not specifically entrusted you with this decision. 

To use this as an example of a “great compromise” is even more troubling.  However in 
review. it is profoundly instructive.  What version of revisionist history has this being one 
of the great and beneficial compromises of all time?  Let‟s review the facts:   

The colonies-turned-states in the North asserted that the practice of slavery was 
an affront to the principle of liberty put forth in the Declaration of Independence 
and protected by the Constitution they were in the midst of writing.  

The newly formed Southern states asserted that slaves were not people but 
merely property (much like cattle), and did not enjoy God given rights. 

Northerners, seeing the flaw in this logic called their bluff.  Slaves, not being 
human people, they claimed, could not be counted as population.  It was 
population which determined representation in the newly proposed House of 
Representatives.  The representatives, represent people, not property.   

Representatives of the Southern states realized that without counting slaves, 
their low population numbers would make them a permanent minority in congress.  
They insisted that for the purpose of representation, slaves should be counted.   

Tongue-in-cheek, representatives from the North suggested that they should 
then be allowed to count their cattle and desk chairs for the purpose of 
representation. (Historically this actually happened.)  This shed light on the 
South‟s untenable position but failed to soften their intransigence.   

Thus the magic Three Fifths Compromise, counting each slave as if he were three fifths 
human, was born and so was a nation.  According to Colin Powell this was a good thing.  
But again let‟s review the facts: 

Within 85 years, and after many attempts to resolve the issue of slavery, this 
new nation engaged in the Civil War which was the bloodiest war in our history to 
this date (a quirk of unsuccessful secessionist movements is that the casualties on 
both sides are counted as being on the victorious side.)  Some will claim that it 
was not the issue of slavery but the right of individual states to secede which 
caused the Civil War.  This too is revisionist history.   

Many Southern members of Congress gave parting speeches on the floor of the 
House and Senate before returning to the South in anticipation of the war.  These 
are a matter of public record and can be found on the internet today.  Often in 
these speeches, it was claimed, that the congressman or senator was returning to  
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the South to “protect their noble institution of slavery.”  In no parting speech was 
the right of secession ever cited.  This has been backfilled into our history. 

For decades after the conclusion of the war, homegrown terrorists roamed the 
Southern states assaulting segments of the population.   

Deep seated resentments still color our politics to this day. 

America now has a seemingly permanent underclass. 

No one can foresee the future and speculation about an alternative past seldom fairs 
any better and for all the same reasons.  But had there not been a Three Fifths 
Compromise and had our nation not come together immediately after the revolution, there 
are still some general scenarios which logic tells us would have been likely: 

The Northern states and the Southern states most likely would have coalesced 
into two distinct countries.  Some border states might have tried to go it alone.   

Southern slaves would have linked up with Northern abolitionists.  Significant 
numbers would have escaped to the North.   

The North would not enter into an extradition agreement with the South to 
return the slaves.  The South would take the stand that the North was stealing 
their “property.” 

A state of war would then breakout between the two countries within a few 
years.   

The more industrialized North would have a great advantage and would most 
likely win the conflict.  (Foreign alliances would most likely be the determining 
factor.  Britain would almost surely side with the South.  Britain had no problem 
with slavery and had benefited mightily from it when the states were their colonies.  
France, being a true contrarian would have sided with the North.  I give the North 
a slight advantage in this scenario.  There is historical precedent for this too.)  

Either way, the issue of slavery would have been resolved quickly before the 
technologies of the Civil War were developed.  The loss of life and property would 
have been much less severe.  Most likely, afterward, the states would have 
coalesced into the United States we know today without all our current racist 
baggage and regional divisions.   

Today we live in a divided country.  The goals of the left are radically different from 
those of the right.  The left seeks redemption of the group.  All things belong to the group 
and the group will make even the most mundane decisions for the inconsequential 
individual.  The left does not talk of redistributing your wealth; they talk or redistributing 
the wealth.  In their mind it already belongs to them, the group.  They will choose your 
light bulb, your child‟s school and the food on your plate.  These are not uniquely 
American ideals but imported, nineteenth century, European ideas. The left suppresses 
the nature of the human spirit in order to achieve some Utopian ideal which may not even 
be shared by most of the individuals involved.  The left is by its very nature oppressive. 

The right places the responsibility for the individual on the back of the individual.  Your 
success or failure belongs to you.  Your failure is not a burden on society although any 
individual member of society is free to give you a hand up.  The fruits of your success are 
yours to enjoy.  This is your incentive.  Historically, the success of an individual benefits 
society by providing that society with goods and services.  As each individual seeks to 
improve himself, the society at large will benefit.  The right taps into the selfish nature of 
the individual to move civilization forward.  These are the uniquely American ideals upon 
which this country is built.  

The lesson from history is clear.  You can compromise your tactics but this 
presupposes a common goal.  You cannot compromise your principles.  History is littered 
with the results of this folly.  We must purge ourselves of this obsessive compulsive desire 
to compromise.  What we need now is not compromise, but a clear victory.  ~  ed. 
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When Facts are Wrong 

When facts are wrong, all you have left are opinions.  No wonder the left 
hates facts.  When facts are wrong, leftist‟s opinions are as valid as any 
other.  Many pundits and news commentators seem to find the pesky facts 
inconvenient too.  But a fact is a fact, even when it contradicts your opinion, 
or what you think the world should look like.  Facts are by definition, not 
wrong.   

Yet, when Newt said, in an interview on The Jewish Channel (TJC) in response to the 
question, “Are you a Zionist?” that there never was an independent state called Palestine 
and that the Palestinians were an „invented‟ people, leftists and news commentators alike, 
went apoplectic.  That‟s just wrong they all said.  Well, Newt has a PhD in History and 
taught history at the university level.  To engage Newt on questions of history is like 
throwing Br‟er Rabbit into the briar patch.  You are on his turf and likely to lose.  During 
last night‟s debate, Ron Paul also said Newt was wrong but then ceded to him all the facts.  
If Newt was not factually wrong, the only thing left was for him to be diplomatically wrong.  
Interesting? 

Historically, the general geographic area we refer to as Palestine and Israel has been 
referred to as variations of Israel, Judah or Palestine for thousands of years.  The only 
time it has ever seen an independent state it was called Israel, The United Kingdom of 
Israel or Judah.  On Face the Nation this morning I heard it said that, “You might as well 
say Syria, Jordan and Iraq were made up too.”  Guess what!  They were.  Take a history 
course. There is no greater gift than when your opposition makes your point for you.  

This entire area was conquered in the seventh century by Arab Islamic forces and ruled 
as part of a Caliphate.  Later the entire area was part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire.  
There were no independent states in the area during this time.  The area was populated by 
tribal peoples and had never been organized into countries with the historically brief 
exception of the United Kingdom of Israel (uniting Israel and Judah).  

As Europe transitioned from a feudal system into nation states, the new leaders found 
it convenient to blame their failings on their small Jewish populations.  The roots of 
Jewish conspiracy theories can be found here.  Animosities against Jews in Europe being 
what they were, a Zionist movement was born and many European Jews began returning 
to their ancient homeland mostly in the late 19th century.  They found the sparsely 
populated area to be a mix; mostly Jews (descendents of Jewish exiles from Spain during 
the Muslim incursion from the 8th to the 14th centuries) and some Arabs who were mostly 
tribal, transient goat herders.   

After WWI, the area fell under British rule.  It was Great Britain which started drawing 
up „mapable‟ boundaries for Jordan, Syria, and Iraq.  They were “made up” by the British.  
The League of Nations mandated a national home for the Jewish people be established in 
Palestine.  It soon became apparent to the British that there was considerable animosity 
between the Arab and Jewish populations.  After WWII, the UN mandated that Palestine 
be partitioned into independent “Arab” and Jewish states.  The only requirement was that 
each recognizes the right of the other to exist.  Israel signed up but the Arab population 
did not and has not to this day.  This is why today we have a State of Israel but no State of 
Palestine.  Also note that even the UN recognizes this as an “Arab” population.  Most of 
these people are descendants of Arab refugees which were booted out of Jordan because 
Jordan refused to assimilate this population.  This is why Newt says that the 
“Palestinians” are an “invented” people.  There has never been a Palestinian defined as a 
citizen of Palestine.  ~  ed. 

Who Said it? 

“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence. “  

Answer on page 24 below the margin. 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3235.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3235.html


7  

Quick Comments: 

 

John Bolton, former US ambassador to the UN, stated on Greta Van Susteren’s show on Monday 
that Newt was factually correct about the history of Palestine and the “Palestinian” people.  
Who knew? 

 

Eric Holder, U.S. Attorney General, is holding on, using the John (can you believe he was first in 
line for Treasury?) Corzine  defense, claims incompetence because it sounds so much better 
than corruption.  Still, incompetence does not look good on a resume either. 

 

Iran demands compensation for invasion by an unmanned U.S. spy plane.  I suggest, rather than 
paying them off with cash, we pay them off with missile technology delivered rapidly to their 
door.  President Obama is asking Iran for the return of the high tech aircraft.  I think this will 
happen shortly after North Korea returns the Pueblo. 

 

The media would have you believe it is now a two man race.  It’s not.  The debate stage is wider 
than their lens.  

 

Alec Baldwin cries foul when American Airlines demands he turn off his I-phone before takeoff.  
He defends his boorish behavior claiming he was playing games “with smart people.”  Person-
ally, I think American Airlines may have saved Mr. Baldwin from some real embarrassment. 

 

President Obama has sent communications to Iran asking that they please return our spy plane.  
Good luck with that.  Any American boy knows that when the ball goes over the neighbors fence 
you knock on the door and ask nicely to have it back . . . if it is a nice neighbor.  However if the 
neighbor has a reputation for being crabby, you quickly jump the fence and grab the ball before 
it becomes an issue.  If Barak Obama had been raised as a normal American boy in an all Ameri-
can neighborhood he would know this.  But Obama spent his early days sitting in a Madrasa in 
Jakarta.  The founders knew all there was to know about balls and fences; that explains their 
quirky desire to have American Presidents who just happen to be American. 

 

Mitt Romney and Newt Gingrich have been trading barbs lately and the Sentinel is not happy 
about it.  They just look mean and unpresidential.  Mitt inaccurately accused Newt of lobbying  
for Freddy Mac and Newt used populist rhetoric (“closing businesses and laying people off”) 
referring to Mitt’s involvement as co-founder of Bain Capital.  I objected when Huckabee did 
this in 2008.  Both camps have agreed to conduct a more civil campaign.  Let’s get on with it. 

 

Obama’s U.S. Customs and Border Control is installing a new “unmanned” entry  gate on the 
Texas/Mexico border which is to operate on the “honor system.”  Isn’t our entire border on the 
honor system now?  Apparently these people have never put a bowl of candy with a “take one” 
sign on their porch on Halloween.  Really, no matter how much candy you put in the bowl or 
how short your absence might be, the bowl is always emptied—I would suggest within the first 
few minutes.  The difference between foreign smugglers and 8 year olds in disguises is not as 
great as we would like to believe.   
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Quick Comments continued: 

 

The Keystone pipeline issue is easy to resolve.  Simply build a refinery in North Dakota just south 
of the Canadian border.  This results in thousands of additional jobs for the U.S. and a safe prod-
uct for a more conventional pipe line.  Nothing is more shovel ready than the regulations and 
bloated legislation currently proposed on this issue. 

 

The Republican House could save the Obama Presidency with the Keystone pipeline the same way 
Newt saved the Clinton Presidency with welfare reform.  Welfare reform was necessary, a bene-
fit to the nation and we were right to enact it at the time.  The pipeline could help save the 
economy and in the process, Obama’s bacon.  But there are some real concerns about the pipe-
line as proposed.  It would benefit both the nation and our political goals to get this right (see 
comment above) by slowing the process down.   By the time a Republican President enters the 
White House in 2013, we should be breaking ground on a new refinery in North Dakota - Ameri-
can jobs and an energy industry fueling American economic growth.   

 

A new national poll shows Mitt Romney beating Barak Obama by 6 percentage points and Newt 
Gingrich beating him by 3 percentage points.  The only question now is who would govern from 
the most conservative perspective.  You decide. 

 

Production ends on the F-22 Raptor, the world’s most advanced jet fighter.  Fewer than 200 were 
produced.  How many American jobs will be either created or saved by this move? 

 

John Stossel, to illustrate a point, decided to sell t-shirts on the street.  He chose to do this in 
America’s most business friendly state, Delaware.  Applications and permits took only one week 
which Stossel indicated was exemplary.  He then tried to do the same thing in Hong Kong, (read 
communist China.)  The entire process in China was done with one stop in one day.  It is not Chi-
nese communism which is beating us; it is American socialistic regulations which are defeating 
us.   Wake up! 

 

“This is the most important election of our lifetime.”  Well aren’t they all?  I mean I have been 
hearing this line every election since I was a pup.  Why then, does it seem to ring true this time?  
There are two reasons.  First, we are being asked to either redefine who we are as Americans or 
to reaffirm who we have always been.  Sadly, we are doing this after decades of abandoning 
teaching our children who it is that we have always been.  The price for this inattention may be 
our God given freedoms.  Second, this election could literally save our lives.  The reverse must 
also be true.  Under Obama-care “death panels” are a reality for any American who lives long 
enough (see the “Hit the Links” section in this issue.)  Whether your life is worth saving is a deci-
sion you used to make.  Now this decision will be made by faceless bureaucrats.  But to them, 
you are the one without a face. 

 
 

The Sentinel welcomes your comments on these or any issue covered in this 

publication.  Simply write your comments on a $20 bill and e-mail them to the 
sentinel Tower at:    terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net 

When you've seen one shopping-center . . .  

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Letters to the Editor: 

 

Last month‟s edition did not provoke a single response.  This surprised me 
because, between the editorials and the quick comments, I thought someone 
might have a different take.  The two guest articles could easily have been worth 
a comment.  But I thought my Presidential primary candidate summary would 
surely draw comment.  Your opinions are as valid as mine and I am sure our 
readers would enjoy reading them.  

 
Be that as it may, my Sentinel EXTRA covering Newt‟s comments on illegal 

immigration did draw a few comments.  One is long enough to qualify as another 
guest article.  Readers who disagree with the stances I take in the Sentinel will 

also be printed.  But first you need to e-mail your comments to me.  
 
I received the following three comments on the EXTRA: 
 

Jim writes: 
 

Can't agree with you more Terrell. I really have a hard time under-

standing the reaction to this.  It's like the comment wiped out his 

chances in Iowa and he's only stating the obvious!   
 

Eileen forwarded the following Michael Reagan quote which came to her from 
Newt‟s campaign HQ: 
 

I hope I didn't miss this in your details below, but I heard Michael Reagen on Fox 

say: 

*************************************************************** 

  

”He (Ronald Reagen) would‟ve supported probably the Newt Gingrich position on immigration. 

My father never would have broken up a family to try and make, in fact, a point on immigration. 

And so he would have applauded Newt Gingrich on that.”  

 
And finally, from Willie Kay - it‟s long but worth reading:  

 
Dear Terrell, 

 

I think we need some one with the wisdom of Solomon to solve this problem.  But I agree mostly 

with Newt and maybe with you on this question. 

 

Before we left Dallas in 1997,  we heard various stories on talk radio and the newspaper that 

might shed some light on this question. 

 

One was a women brought by her parents as an infant from Mexico.  She was raised in our 

schools and a graduate with a degree from one of our colleges with a teachers certificate.  But she 

was working as a maid because she was not a citizen.  We needed bilingual teachers then and 

now but she could only work as a maid.  What a waste!   

you've seen a mall.  

http://us.mg1.mail.yahoo.com/neo/
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 Letters to the Editor continued: 
 

Another was a women in her mid twenties brought to the U.S.A. as a small child.  Like so many 

others she could not survive if sent back to Mexico.  She had gone through our schools and had 

married a U.S. citizen.  She had two small children with this man and then was abandoned by 

him.  Now she was threatened with deportation as an illegal.  Now if we send her back, the 

children will be raised in Mexico without much of an education.  When they become adults and 

come back to the U.S., then they can sponsor there mother to come back to this country.  But we 

will have three adults that will hate this country and the children will not have much of a life in 

Mexico.  These two young adults will be a drain on our economy when they return because of 

their lack of education.  Where is the justice for these three people? 

 

Another side of the coin, back in the late 80's, we frequented a salvage business that had a young 

Hispanic lady clerk who was a citizen.  She had had a much better paying manufacturing job but 

all the U.S. citizens were fired and the company hired all illegals at a lower pay rate I assume. 

Sounds like this company was bad but if they had competitors hiring lower pay illegals then they 

may have been forced to do this to stay in business.  No justice here either. 

 

Then what about all the farmers in Alabama that lost crops because they had no one to pick it so 

they could sell their produce.  The new law passed in Alabama sounded good but the unintended 

results were bad.   

 

Yes I would like to send back all the illegal gang member and any illegals in the drug trade or 

other illegal activities.  But how do we in some way stop them as long as our borders are an open 

sieve when the Democrats refuse to plug the holes. 

 

And at the last state convention, the language in our platform that might have helped this 

situation was removed.  We did not come out well in our last convention.  Cathy Addams was  

really treated badly and I do not trust our new people at state.  I did not understand everything 

well.  But recently a commentator on the radio made a statement that all the Reagan Republicans 

at state have been removed.  I think this was part of our speaker of the state house doings as well 

as other country club Republicans.  Conservatives really lost this last convention.  Perhaps we 

will do better this next convention.   

 

And Joe and I are coming around to think Newt is the man to beat Obama.  But he has some 

baggage the Obama will use against him.  It is just like Herman Cain.  He was coming ahead and 

so the Obama/Daley machine out of Chicago went out to get him.  And then he made some bad 

misstatements.  Did anyone notice that Cain's accusers  all came out of a three year period of his 

work life and out of Chicago?  The Demos are really good at destroying anyone that threatens 

their rule. 

 

There probably are many more stories of injustice with illegals being sent back after 25 or more 

years here.  I do not know why we don't at least give green cards to long time illegals that are 

hard working law abiding (other than their illegal status) people.  We don't have to make them 

citizens right away but let‟s take them out of the shadows. 

 

Willie Kay 
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Thomas Sowell (born June 30, 1930) is an American economist, social theorist, 

political philosopher, and author. A National Humanities Medal winner, he advo-

cates laissez-faire economics and writes from a libertarian perspective. He is cur-

rently a Rose and Milton Friedman Senior Fellow on Public Policy at the Hoover 

Institution at Stanford University. 

 Gridlock to the Rescue 

Washington gridlock may turn out to be the salvation of the Obama administration. 

Not only does gridlock allow the president to blame Republicans for not solving the 
financial crisis that his own runaway spending created, the inability to carry out as 
much government intervention in the economy as when the Democrats controlled 
both Houses of Congress means that the market can now recover on its own to 
some visible extent before the next election. 

Such a recovery would of course be credited as a success of the Obama 
administration's policies. With this theme being echoed throughout the pro-Obama 
media, enough voters might be sufficiently impressed to give the president a 
second term. 

The media and the intelligentsia seem obsessed with the idea that government 
intervention is necessary to get the economy out of the doldrums. This is certainly 
the prevailing dogma but it is contradicted by history. Yet who reads history any 
more? 

If you look back through history and compare what happens when the federal 
government intervenes during a downturn in the economy with what happens when 
the government leaves the market free to work its own way back, doing nothing 
has by far the better track record. 

First of all, this country existed for a century and a half without the federal 
government intervening to save the economy. No downturn in all that time was as 
severe or as long-lasting as the downturn that persisted throughout the decade of 
the 1930s, when both the Hoover administration and the Roosevelt administration 
intervened on an unprecedented scale. 

There was no Federal Reserve System to help -- if that is the word -- during 
downturns before 1914. One of the few things on which liberal economists like 
John Kenneth Galbraith and conservative economists like Milton Friedman agreed 
was that the Federal Reserve made the Great Depression of the 1930s worse. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_criticism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Humanities_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laissez-faire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libertarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoover_Institution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoover_Institution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_University
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Economists writing in a leading scholarly journal in 2004 concluded that govern-
ment intervention prolonged the Great Depression by several years. 

Back in the 1930s, John Maynard Keynes cautioned President Roosevelt about 
demonizing and threatening business. Yet FDR, who said in his famous first inau-
gural address, "We have nothing to fear but fear itself," spent the rest of the dec-
ade spreading fear to businesses and investors -- and wondering why there was 
still mass unemployment, despite his record-breaking spending. 

Back in 1920-21, there was a sharp economic downturn, with unemployment spik-
ing to 11.7 percent. President Warren G. Harding did nothing, except for cutting 
government spending. Yet the economy quickly recovered and annual unemploy-
ment rates ranged from a high of 6.7 percent to a low of 1.8 percent in the rest of 
the decade. 

In the mid-1940s, as World War II neared its end, Keynesian economists were 
frantically trying to come up with postwar plans to prevent massive unemployment 
when 12 million people were to be discharged from the military and millions of civil-
ians would lose their jobs when plants producing military supplies shut down. 

Two things prevented those wonderful Keynesian plans from being put into opera-
tion. First, the atomic bomb brought the war to an end much sooner than anyone 
expected. Secondly, the Republicans got control of Congress, producing the "do-
nothing 80th Congress" that President Harry Truman excoriated during his 1948 
election campaign. 

In short, plans for vastly expanded government intervention were thwarted -- and 
the "problem" that such intervention was supposed to solve did not materialize. 
There was a G.I. Bill of Rights for returning military veterans but this was a fraction 
of what liberal Keynesians had been contemplating. 

Anticipating postwar employment problems, former Vice President Henry A. Wal-
lace wrote a book titled "60 Million Jobs," advocating sweeping government inter-
ventions to achieve this otherwise unattainable goal. Wallace's interventions never 
took place, but the free market created 60 million jobs anyway. 

A stock market crash in 1987 broke some records set in 1929. But Ronald Reagan 
did nothing, despite howls from the media, and the economy recovered -- leading 
to 20 years of prosperity. 

Obama may yet be re-elected, as a result of gridlock. 

Reprinted courtesy of Townhall.  You can get your own free subscription to the ultimate op-ed page 

delivered to your email inbox early each morning by visiting: http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx  

http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
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 Sentinel Special   

FNC Presidential Primary Debate 
From Sioux City Iowa December 15th  

 
We have had several debates since the last issue of the Sentinel.  But for 

brevity‟s sake I am covering just this one.  So that you understand my 
perspective, let me sum up my take on where we are and why I think this is so.  
As they appeared on tonight‟s debate stage from left to right: 

 
Rick Santorum ~ Former two-term Senator from Pennsylvania. 
 Probably the most consistently conservative of all the candidates.  Petulant appearance and lack 

of assertiveness have kept him from connecting with the debate audience.  Many of his debate 
responses are worthy of a first tier candidate. 

Rick Perry ~ Governor of the state of Texas. 
 Overly handled consummate center right politician.  Surged to the lead on a systemically good 

Texas record.  Poor debate performances, however, pushed him out of the top tier. 

Mitt Romney ~ Former Governor of Massachusetts.  
 Center right technocrat who has moved slowly to the right over the years.  Early decision to avoid 

unfair „flip flop‟ label by defending “Romneycare” has conservative voters scrambling for a better 

front runner.  Solid debate performance, although occasionally too technical, has kept him at 
center stage. 

Newt Gingrich ~ Former seven-term Congressman from Georgia and Speaker of the House. 
 Excellent conservative record and history of achievement while Speaker of the house.  Late surge 

to top of the polls due to consistently excellent debate performance.  But a history of anger issues 
and recent shooting from the lip are beginning to cut into his lead. 

Ron Paul ~ Six-term US Representative from Texas. 
 Ultra conservative with “wackadoodle” libertarian roots.  The best fiscal conservative but his 

stands on social and defense issues too often has him to the left of the President.   

Michele Bachmann ~ Three-term Congresswoman from Minnesota. 
 Solid conservative on all issues.  Extremely knowledgeable, this one time major contender won the 

Iowa straw poll months ago but is now trailing in the debates because of jingoistic  responses  and 
negative attacks as of late, masking her true intelligence on issues. 

John Huntsman ~ Former Governor of Utah and former Ambassador to China. 
 Fiscal and defense moderate conservative and a social moderate who occasionally leans left.  Good 

sense of humor but trailing in the debates because of his compromised conservative positions and 
overly technical answers in the debate forum. 

  

Those who saw the prior debate from Drake University, Dec.10, might be surprised 

that I do not think Newt won it.  Out of the gate, Newt was set back on his pins by 

multiple attacks from all sides.  It was not until well into the first hour when he was made 

to defend his statements on the Palestinians that he recovered his debate footing.  On the 

other hand, Rick Santorum was brilliant from the get-go.  Although Newt performed 

admirably after that, I gave this debate to Rick Santorum.  Rick Perry fell into an odd 
habit of referring to himself in the third person; the next step will be to use past tense.  

Mitt was not challenged when he stated that, “States can do whatever they want to do.”  I 

would remind Mitt of our Bill of Rights.  My favorite line was when Michele Bachmann 

said that all we would find in the Social Security Trust Fund was “moths and feathers.”  If 

you missed that debate click the link below. 
 
http://www.rightspeak.net/2011/12/abc-news-republican-presidential-debate.html  

http://www.rightspeak.net/2011/12/abc-news-republican-presidential-debate.html
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First place in the Sioux City debate was very close to a tie.  Anyone who 
reverses the first two in my list will find ample justification.  But my first pick 

would have to be their close second.  Rick Santorum was the 
preeminent speaker for conservative ideas this night.  My 
favorite quote was when he was speaking about leadership.  He 

said, “What people voted for last time was a leader they thought 
they could believe in.  What we need now is a leader who 
believes in us, the American people.”  This is a powerful 
statement.  Santorum was the first to rightly rip into Ron Paul 
when he asserted Iran‟s right to pursue nukes and justified their 
threat to close the Straits of Hormuz.  Rick laid out the case 
with Newt like skill.  It is a shame Santorum cannot seem to get 

traction; he is all-in on Iowa.  If unsuccessful in his Presidential bid, which is 

likely, he would be my second choice for VP behind Marco Rubio.   

 

Mitt Romney took second in this debate.  He was on his game all night.  He 
may have revealed too much when he detailed how he would counter an attack by 
Obama on Mitt‟s private sector experience, „closing companies 
and laying people off.‟  He would ask Obama “why he closed 
plants and dealerships after taking over GM.”  He would then 
point out that not all business ventures were successful, but 
that he, Mitt Romney, had built more successful businesses and 
employed more people in the private sector than Obama ever 
had.  I must admit, I liked that.  I also liked that Mitt supported 
my position (see Quick Comments item 6 page 7) on the 
unmanned spy plane now on exhibit in Iran.  Mitt articulately 
explained how a self deporting system using proper ID and e-verify would work to 
choke off jobs to illegals.  It was a good performance by the Governor.   

 

So why did Newt fall all the way to third in my estimation.  He was less 
defensive than last time even with numerous attacks.  In the last debate he 

pointed out that the only reason Mitt Romney was not a career 
politician was that he lost a Senate bid to Edward Kennedy.  
Accurate as this may have been, he was rightly booed by the 
crowd.  I think they got his point but did not want him to go 

negative.  Hopefully he got their point.  All our candidates 
should learn this lesson.  Newt lost points for defending GSE‟s, 
government sponsored entities.  He claimed that they had done 

a lot of good.  It would be easy to make the case that the reverse 
is even more true.  I could have given a better defense to the erroneous charge 
that Newt said Paul Ryan‟s deficit reduction plan was “right wing social 
engineering.”  What Newt said was that “to ram it down the people‟s throat 
without first engaging the voters with a discussion on the issue would be right 
wing social engineering.”  Gingrich gave an excellent defense of his plan to reign 
in an out-of-control judiciary.  The other candidates lined up to defend it.  This is 
the value of having Newt on the stage even if he does not become the nominee. 

http://www.postonpolitics.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/mittromney.jpg
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I give the forth place ribbon to Michele Bachman.  Lately, she has been too 
negative and many of her attacks are little more than empty slogans.  But the old 

Bachmann reappeared to take on Ron Paul when he smashed into 
the left-most guard rail defending poor Iran, equating Iranian 
nukes to Israeli and Indian nukes.  She picked up where Santorum 
left off and took it directly to Paul.  She also supported Newt‟s posi-
tion on reigning in the courts.  But she got a little testy when 

rightly questioned on her facts.  She suggested that the fact that Newt got a check 
from Freddie Mac proved he had lobbied for them.  I think their gardener and 
janitor get checks from Freddie too but I would not assume they lobbied congress 
for it.  Additionally she said that the fact that Newt refused to cut off Republicans 
from campaign funds if they did not support his position on partial birth abortion 
meant that Newt also supported partial birth abortion.  Newt‟s record on this is-
sue is impeccable.  At that time, dealing with the Clinton administration, a purge 
would have destroyed the party.  I hope she can collect herself because when she 
is good she is very good. 

 
The last three are hard to sort out.  Huntsman may be the best of this bad lot.  

When they tried to get him to throw his stage mates to the wolves on illegal immi-
gration, he said we had to be true to Republican values.  But some-
times I am not sure he knows what these are.  Rick Perry is most 
likely a good, Christian man.  But being a good, Christian man does 
not, by itself, make you a good plumber, a good architect or a good 
governor.  And to toss around obviously unconstitutional ideas like a 
part time congress and reduced terms for judiciary appointees as if 
he, as President, could just decree these things is a little scary.  Ron Paul will 
make you crazy.  He gets the hard things right.  Only he used the “F” word 

(fascism) to accurately describe GSE‟s (government sponsored enti-
ties).  This is text book fascism and to call these things „crony capi-
talism‟ only white washes their true dangerous nature.  Then he 
rightly defended earmarks as the only way to protect congress‟s in-
tent when giving the executive branch a check.  Few people would 
not want to earmark the tarp money.  To this day we do not have a 

proper accounting of what happened to our $700 billion.   Only Obama 
knows for sure.  But then Congressman Paul wastes our time defend-
ing Iranian nukes and running Ron Paul attack ads full of scurrilous 
lies and innuendo.  It is a testimony to the generosity of Newt Gingrich 
that he has not responded by pointing out that neo-Nazi groups rou-
tinely link to Ron Paul‟s web site and that the congressman never de-
nounces them.  I am done with these three.  I leave it to you to sort 
them out.  But Iowa is unlikely to get rid of more than one or two if that.   

 
I know it is almost Christmas and most of my readers may not have time to 

send comments.  Many of Fox News pundits could hardly put together a cogent 
thought themselves.  After the debate, Fox Business smart guy Neil Cavuto said 
he was impressed with Rick Perry.  I had to check my calendar to make sure it 
was not April first.  Then, pollster Frank Luntz called John Huntsman the 
“consistent conservative” and Michele Bachmann the “lady conservative.”  If 
Frank does not show up at home, I would check Michele‟s trunk.  Keep watching 
as the Iowa Caucus may thin the herd a bit.  The rules have changed and we are 
likely to see more candidates in the late primary states.  This is a good thing.  
Merry Christmas to all my readers. 

 Click this link to see the Presidential Primary Debate Schedule . 

         TRAIN WRECKS FEW 

http://www.2012presidentialelectionnews.com/2012-debate-schedule/2011-2012-primary-debate-schedule
http://img.ibtimes.com/www/data/images/full/2011/05/27/105411-us-congresswoman-bachmann-speaks-on-capitol-hill-in-washington.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Rick+Perry+pictures&view=detail&id=35FC6C3E6BCB05CDBD159B6EFF4C676E968AC3D3&first=31&qpvt=Rick+Perry+pictures&FORM=IDFRIR
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Mona Charen is an American columnist, political analyst, and the author of 

two best-selling books, Useful Idiots: How Liberals Got it Wrong in the Cold 

War and Still Blame America First (2003) and Do-Gooders: How Liberals 

Harm Those They Claim to Help — and the Rest of Us (2005). Her political 

stance is conservative.[1] Charen usually writes about foreign policy, 

terrorism, politics, and culture.  

The Volt Administration 

The headline reads like a piece from the Onion: "U.S. Navy Paying $15/Gallon for 
Green Fuel." But it's real enough. 

It seems that, fresh from its success with Solyndra, the Obama administration is 
slated to spend $12 million to buy a biofuel/gasoline blend that runs $15 a gallon 
to power a portion of the Navy's fleet in a demonstration project. 

"We are doing this for one simple reason," explained Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 
"It makes us better war fighters. Our use of fossil fuels is a very real threat to our 
national security and to the U.S. Navy's ability to protect America and project 
power overseas." 

Really? As long as a fuel makes the ships, planes and submarines go, how does 
using pricey biofuel mixtures improve the war fighting capacity of the Navy? Does 
it make the officer corps feel better about themselves as good stewards of the 
Earth's resources, which in turn makes them shoot straighter? 

The investment will certainly brighten the day of T. J. Glauthier, a "strategic 
advisor" to Solazyme, one of the companies selling the environmentally correct 
fuel to the U.S. government. Glauthier, reports blogger J. E. Dyer, just happens to 
have worked on President Obama's transition team. If the administration pattern 
holds, Gauthier will be paid off before the taxpayers when Solazyme files for 
bankruptcy. 

The administration didn't bother to offer the one rationale for investing in 
alternatives to fossil fuels that might have made a bit of sense: to reduce our  

Reader Comment on the debate:  

 

It looks like Texas may not have a say. I'm hearing that Texas Republicans and Democrats have 

reached an agreement to postpone our primary to April. (I have not verified this.) 

I thought everyone did pretty well in the Thursday night debate except Ron Paul. 

Mittens was as good as usual, very good on foreign policy. Gingrich defended himself fairly well. 

Bachman was very aggressive but made her points. Perry did somewhat better this time round. 

But Iowa is about retail politics and I think it is all very fluid. Next two weeks could change 

everything. Probably it won't get really serious until South Carolina. 

Sheilah Pepper 

 

“Mittens” . . . now that‟s good.  ~  ed 

            REASON CLEAR 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columnist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservatism_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mona_Charen#cite_note-0
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dependence on foreign sources of energy. It's just as well they avoided that trap be-
cause among the greatest failures of imagination that the Obama administration has 
been guilty of is the mismanagement of America's energy resources. 

The United States is an energy colossus. Just this week, the state of North Dakota 
announced that it had produced 488,068 barrels of oil per day in October, up 
100,000 barrels from June of this year. State officials predict that by 2013 to 2014, 
North Dakota will be producing 900,000 barrels a day, putting it ahead of California 
and Alaska and behind only Texas (at 1.2 million barrels per day) in domestic oil 
production. 

Though the Obama administration regards our energy wealth as a threat to the 
planet, the untapped resources could be a pillar of American economic resurgence. 
The Institute for Energy Research predicts that by tapping shale and other sources, 
the U.S. should be the world's top oil and gas producer by 2020, outpacing Russia 
and Saudi Arabia. The development of domestic oil and gas would boost the econ-
omy, providing jobs that cannot be outsourced, as well as genuinely promoting our 
national security by ensuring a supply of energy that cannot be manipulated by hos-
tile governments. 

But the Obama administration, while promoting offshore drilling in Brazil ("We'll be 
your best customers!"), placed a damaging moratorium on drilling in the Gulf of 
Mexico, following the BP spill. Even after it was lifted, the administration delayed the 
issuance of permits, effectively prolonging the moratorium, while also placing new 
limits on drilling along the outer continental shelf and on land. The XL pipeline would 
have delivered an estimated 500,000 to 700,000 barrels of Canadian oil to the U.S. 
daily. But bowing to pressure from environmentalists, the president delayed the per-
mit at least until 2013. 

The administration has proposed $60 billion in tax increases on the energy sector 
and knee-capped the nuclear industry by blocking uranium mining and pulling all 
funding for the Yucca Mountain waste disposal site. The Environmental Protection 
Agency has imposed regulations on coal plants that the agency acknowledges will 
raise electricity prices. 

Perhaps the signature energy policy of the Obama administration was the Chevy 
Volt -- the electric car that the Obama administration tried to bribe Americans (with 
their own tax money) to buy. These "green" cars, we were assured, were going to 
transform American industry and energy use. Sucking huge subsidies from taxpay-
ers, the Volts nevertheless sold (or rather, didn't sell) for an eye-popping $41,000. 

But in crash testing, it seems the Volts have a nasty habit of bursting into flames -- 
taking all of those government subsidies, to say nothing of the passengers -- down 
with them. The metaphor is irresistible. 

         FIREMEN DON’T KISS 
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 A Dash of Pepper  
 

The perfect can be the enemy of the good  
By SHEILAH PEPPER  

The Gazette Staff  
 

It may be a cliché but it contains a large grain of truth – sometimes the perfect is the enemy of the good. Here 

are two cases in point: One, the dolorous hand-wringing on the part of many conservatives that our Congress 

is not performing. 

To them I would say – fact: Republicans, largely conservative control only one-half of one-third of the federal 

government, composed of the Congress, the executive branch/presidency and the courts. 

The Republican-controlled House controls the purse strings. However, right now, they can only block spend-

ing. All the bills they have passed that cut spending, including the first budget in 900 days, are languishing in 

the Democrat-controlled Senate. They never get to a floor vote. Many Senate Democrats are far to the left. 

They will never vote for spending cuts without raising the tax rates. 

So, the House can simply just continue to block further spending, until the day of reckoning comes next No-

vember. No action can be taken until the conservatives control both the House and the Senate AND the White 

House (given presidential veto power.) 

But those who say “throw everyone out” are making the perfect the enemy of the good. The people elected to 

the House in 2010 are doing their job as well as they are able, given the Senate situation. Nothing will change 

until that changes. We need to be patient and stay very focused. The carping is unbecoming and counter-

productive. 

The second case in point is conservatives who want a perfect presidential candidate. No such animal exists. 

Even the great Ronald Reagan had his flaws and baggage. Just go back and read some of the press accounts at 

the time. Democrats were wildly cheering when he was nominated because they were certain he could easily 

be painted as either a buffoon or a right-wing extremist. They grossly underestimated him although the Ameri-

can people did not. 

I do not know who the GOP candidate will be. Polls are fickle and no ballots have yet been cast. But the field, 

in reality, is really quite good. Almost every candidate has something to recommend him (or her) and every-

one has some flaws. Any one of them would make a better president than the current incumbent. 

Obama still has his base and that accounts for about 40 percent of the vote for him. He hopes to gain further 

support from independents. Everyone on the conservative side must keep their eyes on the prize and not be 

deflected in any way. 

Obama is not a leader. I believe a leader will emerge on the GOP side, simply because the country is crying 

out for leadership. 

Newt Gingrich currently leads many polls. (Some of these are online polls and I discount those.) As a conser-

vative, I would support whoever becomes the nominee but I have problems with Gingrich. His inside-the-

beltway deals with the thieves at Fannie Mae don‟t sit well. Plus, his consulting firm evidently made millions 

advising various health care entities. Additionally it has been reported that back in the 90s, he supported the 

concept of mandates. 

Can a person change their policy positions? Yes, but that picture of Newt on the loveseat beside Nancy Pelosi, 

touting the horrors of global warming and the joys of cap and trade, still linger in my mind. Plus, I‟ll scream if 

I hear once more how smart he is. Yes, but there are different kinds of „smart.‟ History shows that intellectuals 

per se, do not make really good leaders. Leadership is a different and rare gift. 

On the trivial side, I keep wondering why his wife‟s hair doesn‟t move even when it‟s windy. 

Finally, has anyone noticed that Mitt Romney is being touted as the inevitable nominee by the press? But he 

cannot seem to rise above 23 percent in the polls. 

I keep hoping that the man from Paint Creek will make a comeback and get around to preaching some Texas 

common sense. I think the folks are hungry for some plain talk. Although they say otherwise and laugh at him, 

I have the feeling that, deep down, the Democrats fear Rick Perry. When lefties like Bob Beckel and others 

start calling you names, you know you‟ve got something going! They NEVER call Romney names and won‟t 

until he becomes the nominee. Why? 

Because they think they can beat him. Can you say RomneyCare? 

Copyright©2011SheilahPepper  

             THE ENGINEER 
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The Tea Party Report: 

 

On a cold and rainy Sunday afternoon on December 4th over a 
dozen hardy souls braved the weather to attend the Tea Party meet-
ing conducted by Char Doonan at the Quitman library.   
 

Greg Bowen spoke on disaster preparedness.  He 
passed out lists and covered safe water extensively. 
  

The Wood County Tea Party is currently working 
on a new meeting date and time.  The Sentinel 

will advise in an e-mail. 

RWWC Report: 

 
The RWWC met on Monday November 21, 2011 with 60 in attendance.  

The speaker, Karen Hunter Harris, spoke on grace and told 

us we were all princesses.  Your editor was a little uncom-

fortable with this but it was a good program and well re-

ceived.  New officers were elected and will be installed at the December 
luncheon meeting at Lands End on 12-12-11. 

 

The RWWC took four awards from the National & Texas Federation of Republican 

Women.  Some of these were in open categories not considering size or population mean-

ing that Wood County Beat the Counties of Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, Travis and Bexar.  I 

am proud to say that my honey, Lynn AronSpeer, and Eileen Bartlett won for most im-
proved newsletter.   

 

I doubt that such a feat would be possible in the Democratic Party with their redistri-

bution of wealth.  One county would not be allowed to win so many awards.  It would be 

unfair to the other counties and discouraging too.  Even if the votes went that way they 
would have to redistribute the votes to achieve a result which was more fair.  Imagine 

how the RWWC would have felt if that had been done to them.  And imagine other coun-

ties contacting the winning counties for advice as to how they could improve.  They would 

be taking advice from someone else who was not the best.  They would not receive the 

best advice.  

 
I am proud to belong to the party that recognizes merit and responds accordingly.  The 

Sentinel salutes the RWWC for all their well deserved recognition.  The bar has been set 

high for the new slate of officers but the history of the RWWC is that they will not only 

meet this challenge, they will exceed it.  Congratulations RWWC on a job done well. 

 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 

On December 12th the RWWC met at Lands End to swear in 

their new board.  District 5 State Representative, Bryan Hughes 

spoke on the redistricting issue and on the primary which he 

indicates will have to be rescheduled.  Representative Hughes 
conducted a swearing in ceremony for the new board.  Around 

57 were in attendance.  According to our President, that‟s about 

one for each state. 

            Burma Shave 
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 From Greg: 
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2011 

Lake Country Republican Club 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

 

 
1. FUNDRAISING    This committee shall be responsible for development and conduct of the 

club‟s fundraising activities, in compliance with the rules and regulation of the Texas Ethics 

Commission and the laws of the state of Texas.  

  1.  Open Position, Chairman 

  2.  Joe Blair 

  3.  Gene Shoemaker  

  4.  Terrell AronSpeer 

   
2.  LEGISLATION     This committee shall be charged with keeping the club informed and aware of 

legislative events, votes and processes which could have an impact on, or may be of interest to the 

club.  This shall include but not be limited to the coordination and notification of the club‟s‟ 

membership of the need for urgent action of a political nature. 

  1.  Philip Winter  Chairman 

  2.  Isabel McGuffin     

  3.  Travis Burk 

  4.  Pat Nelson 

  5.  Rick Shoemaker 

  6.  Eugene & Joyce Spencer 

From Town Hall cartoonist, Michael Ramirez   
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LCRC committees continued . . . 
 

3.  PUBLICITY and COMMUNICATIONS     This committee shall establish and maintain contact 
with local media outlets and shall actively work to publicize the club‟s activities, newsletter, website 
and events. 
  1.  Terrell AronSpeer    Chairman 
  2.  Lynn AronSpeer 
  3.  Betty Dubbs 
  4.  Rick Shoemaker 

4.  PROGRAM     This committee shall be responsible for producing monthly and special club 
meeting programs, including the procurement of speakers, and shall keep the Publicity Chairman 
informed in advance of future programs, to allow news releases to meet local media deadlines. 
  1.  Dr. James Marvel    Chairman 
  2.  Terrell AronSpeer 
  3.  Isabel McGuffin     
  4.  Greg Bowen 

5  MEMBERSHIP     This committee shall be responsible for the development of special member-
ship drives and programs.  It also should be charged with keeping members informed about club 
meetings and activities by means of telephone and/or email notification. 
  1.  Joanna Bowen     Chairman 
  2.  Sheryl Nelson 
  3.  Gene and Norma Shoemaker 
  4.  Eugene and Joyce Spencer 
  5.  Roger and Sandy Tune 

6.  HOSPITALITY    This committee shall be responsible for the decoration of facilities used for 
special meetings and events and for appointing “greeters” for meetings and special events. 
  1.  Janice Logan    Chairman 
  2.  Joanna Bowen      
  3.  Sheryl Nelson 
  4.  Lynn AronSpeer 
  5.  Tera Burk 
  6.  Shirley Daugherty 
  7.  Betty Dubbs 
  8.  Norma Shoemaker 

 
 

 

From Lynn: From Janice: 

 
DEAR ABBY: 'I have always 
wanted to have my family 
history traced, but I can't 
afford to spend a lot of 
money to do it.  Any 
suggestions?' 
  
Sam in California 
  
DEAR SAM: 'Register as a 
Republican, and run for 
public office.' 
  
ABBY 
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What’s Up: 

 

Lake Country Republican Club (LCRC): 
Club Meetings: January 24, 6PM - Quitman Library   
  Program: Constitution DVD by KrisAnne Hall 

 Sentinel Submission Deadlines:  Tenth of Publication Month 

 Sentinel Publication Date:  Fifteenth of Publication Month 
 

Republican Women of Wood County (RWWC): 
 Club Meetings: January 16, 11:30 AM -  Texas Tea Room 
   Program: “Honoring our Past” - Club Past Presidents Honored 
  February 20, 11:30 AM - Texas Tea Room 
   Program:  Candidate Forum 

      

Holly Lake Ranch Hawkins Republican Club (HLRHRC): 
 Club Meetings: January 9,  7P.M. - Holly Hall     
   Program: To Be Determined 
  February, 13 7PM - Holly Hall 
   Program:  Candidate Forum 
 

Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots 
 Club Meetings: A new day and time will be announced in a Sentinel Extra. 
 

Wood County We The People (wcwtp.org) 
 To become a WCWTP Watchdog: Contact Tim Discher through the website or at wcwtpa@gmail.com 

The Sentinel is just playing the back nine this 

month.  To see your favorite link in the Sentinel 

send it to: terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  
 

Tea Party 911 Alert Newsletter   Subscribe today - just a click away. 

   Every month I receive excellent content from a variety of 
sources.  Below, please find a sampling of this month‟s with 
credit given to the contributor. 

HIT THE LINKS: 

From Citizen to Unit in One Election 
From Cathy 

 
Adrift 
From Don 

 
Surprising Economics Lesson 
From George 

 
Congress - is this thing on? 
From Pat W 

 
Obama Could Unite Us all Yet 
From Elaine 

 
Christmas Tribute  
From Janice 
 

A Christmas Gift 
From my honey, AKA Lynn 

 
Lesson on Crafting a Debate 
From Ruth 

 
What it Will Take to Win 
From your editor 

 
Texas Leads Florida     To Sign the Petition  
Both from Philip 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.teaparty911.com/newsletter/current.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wsnHGI5K-E&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KB181Lm9shs&feature=youtu.be
http://www.theabsurdreport.com/2011/afterburner-with-bill-whittle-rich-man-poor-man/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/KV-RqPtT2PU?feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=4Og2xv2cnaQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=OExXItDyWEY&vq=medium
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StzD9Qv1Yj8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmmY9G9X_sw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xi9Kkpk-1So&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL596C7124CF839F95
http://tool.donation-net.net/public/act4a/rpt/bystate.cfm
http://tool.donation-net.net/public/ACT4A/signup/enter.cfm?dn=1097&source=2019&id=293288&commid=78556999&CFID=13787619&CFTOKEN=24163433
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     John Adams 

 Unattributed - Sent in by Pat W. 
 

MAKES YOU WONDER  
 

Where are the girlfriends of Obama?  

You be the judge.  Are any of you unknown?  

WHERE ARE THE GIRLFRIENDS of OBAMA?  

I hadn't thought about this - but where are O's past girlfriends - surely he had at least one? 
No past girl friends popping up anywhere? Strange - strange to the point of being downright 
weird!  

OK, this is just plain old common sense, no political agendas for either side. Just common 
knowledge for citizens of a country, especially American citizens, who know every little tidbit 
about every other president (and their wives) that even know that Andrew Jackson's wife 
smoked a corn cob pipe and was accused of adultery, or that Lincoln never went to school or 
Kennedy wore a back brace or Truman played the piano.  

We are Americans! Our Media vets these things out! We are known for our humanitarian in-
terests and caring for our 'fellow man.' We care, but none of us knows one single humanizing 
fact about the history of our own president.  

Honestly, and this is a personal thing ... but it's bugged me for years that no one who ever 
dated him ever showed up. Taken his charisma, which caused the women to be drawn to him 
so obviously during his campaign, looks like some lady would not have missed the opportu-
nity....  

We all know about JFK's magnetism, McCain was no monk, Palin's courtship and even her 
athletic prowess were probed. Biden's aneurisms are no secret. Look at Cheney and Clinton-
we all know about their heart problems. How could I have left out Wild Bill before or during 
the White House?  

Nope... not one lady has stepped up and said, "He was soooo shy," or "What a great dancer!"  

Now look at the rest of what we know... no classmates, not even the recorder for the Colum-
bia class notes ever heard of him.  

Who was the best man at his wedding? Start there. Check for groomsmen. Then get the foot-
age of the graduation ceremony.  

Has anyone talked to the professors? Isn't it odd that no one is bragging that they knew him 
or taught him or lived with him.  

When did he meet Michele and how? Are there photos? Every president provides the public 
with all their photos, etc. for their library. What has he released? Nada - other than what was 
in this so-called biography! And experts who study writing styles, etc. claim it was not O's 
own words or typical of his speech patterns, etc.  

Does this make any of you wonder?  

Ever wonder why no one ever came forward from Obama's past, saying they knew him, at-
tended school with him, was his friend, etc. ?  

Not one person has ever come forward from his past.  

This should really be a cause for great concern. Did you see the movie titled, The Manchu-
rian Candidate?  

 Let's face it. As insignificant as we all are... someone whom we went to school with remem-
bers our name or face...someone remembers we were the clown or the dork or the brain or 
the quiet one or the bully or something about us.  

 George Stephanopoulos, ABC News said the same thing during the 2008 campaign.  
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 Even George questions why no one has acknowledged that the president was in their class-
room or ate in the same cafeteria or made impromptu speeches on campus.  

Stephanopoulos was a classmate of Obama at Columbia-class of 1984.  

He says he never had a single class with him.  

Since he is such a great orator, why doesn't anyone in Obama's college class remember 
him?  

And, why won't he allow Columbia to release his records?  

Do you like millions of others, simply assume all this is explainable - even though no one 
can?  

 NOBODY REMEMBERS OBAMA AT COLUMBIA  

 Looking for evidence of Obama's past, Fox News contacted 400 Columbia University stu-
dents from the period when Obama claims to have been there, but not one remembers him. 
For example, Wayne Allyn Root was (like Obama) a political science major at Columbia, who 
graduated in 1983. In 2008, Root says of Obama, "I don't know a single person at Columbia 
that knew him, and they all know me. I don't have a single classmate who ever knew Barack 
Obama at Columbia ... EVER!”  

 Nobody recalls him.  

 Root adds that he was, "Class of '83 political science, pre-law" and says, "You don't get 
more exact or closer than that. Never met him in my life, don't know anyone who ever met 
him."  

 At our 20th class reunion five years ago, who was asked to be the speaker of the class? Me. 
No one ever heard of Barack! And five years ago, nobody even knew who he was. The guy 
who writes the class notes, who's kind of the, as we say in New York, 'the macha' who knows 
everybody, has yet to find a person, a human who ever met him."  

 Obama's photograph does not appear in the school's yearbook, and Obama consistently 
declines requests to talk about his years at Columbia, provide school records, or provide the 
name of any former classmates or friends while at Columbia.  

 How can this be?  

 NOTE: Wayne Allyn Root can easily be verified. He graduated valedictorian from his high 
school, Thornton-Donovan School, then graduated from Columbia University in 1983 as a 
Political Science major in the same '83 class in which Barack Hussein Obama states he was.  

 Some other interesting questions.  

 Why was Obama's law license inactivated in 2002?  

 Why was Michelle's law license inactivated by court order?  

 According to the U.S. Census, there is only one Barack Obama - but 27 Social Security num-
bers and over 80 aliases.  

 WHAT!?  

 The Social Security number he uses now originated in Connecticut where he is never re-
ported to have lived.  

 No wonder all his records are sealed!  

 Please continue sending this out to everyone. Somewhere, someone had to know him in 
school...before he "reorganized" Chicago and burst upon the scene at the 2004 Democratic 
Convention and made us swoon with his charm, poise, and speaking pizzazz.  

 One of the biggest CONS this country has ever seen, and getting away with it. Go watch the 
movie The Manchurian Candidate, with Lawrence Harvey! Good movie!  
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Legislative Report, State: 

 

 Legislative Report December 2011  
Republican Women of Wood County  

Isabel McGuffin, Legislative Chairman  

 
 

U.S. Congressman Jeb Hensarling, CD 5  

 

As we all know by now, the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction known as the 

“Supper Committee” failed. Our congressman, Jeb Hensarling, was the co-chairman, and 

to my way of thinking he kept the Dems in check. “They (the Dems) were unwilling to 

agree to anything less than $1 trillion in tax hikes – and unwilling to offer any structural 

reforms to put our health-care entitlements on a permanently sustainable basis,” said Hen-

sarling in an op-ed article he wrote for The Wall Street Journal dated November 22, 2011.  

 

Many of you get his email updates, and he referenced this article in his last email. For 

those of you who did not receive the email, you can go to his website to read the entire arti-

cle. Go to www.jebhensarling.com, click on the News button, and then click on the article. 

He goes into detail, and it is worth reading.  

 

Redistricting  

 

The Federal District Court in San Antonio released its own redistricting maps the week of 

November 17, 2011. On November 28, 2011 Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and for-

mer U.S. Solicitor General Paul Clement asked the U.S. Supreme Court to grant an emer-

gency stay to stop the implementation of the maps redrawn by the Federal District Court. 

Attorney General Abbott said, “It is judicial activism at its worst for judges to draw redis-

tricting maps of their own choosing, despite no finding of wrongdoing by the State of 

Texas.” Representative Bryan Hughes told me that the U.S. Supreme Court may release a 

decision by December 2nd.  

 

The maps released by the Federal District Court in San Antonio are intended to be an in-

terim solution until the case is resolved after the 2012 elections.  

 

The way it stands now Rep. Hughes‟ HD 5 District would be Wood, part of Smith, Rains, 

Titus, and Morris counties. He is sorry to lose Upshur and Harrison, but he likes the new 

district. However, it could change, so stay tuned.  
 
   

Reprinted courtesy of RWWC and Isabel McGuffin 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

by: Terrell AronSpeer 
 

Jane Byrd, who‟s excellent book reviews are  usu-

ally found on this page, wanted to take a break from 

political books for the holidays.  But the Sentinel is 

not quite ready to do this so I am taking a shot at it 

myself.  May the literary world soon recover.   

 

“The Reagan Diaries”  
Written by Ronald Reagan 
Edited  by Douglas Brinkley  
 
   Before taking office, Ronald Reagan decided that the American people would be inter-

ested in the day to day activities of their President.  To this end he recorded his activities 
in a daily diary which you can now read.  The diary covers each day for all eight years 

from his first inaugural till the day he departed DC to “start our new life.” 

   In these pages you will find details of events which should have made the news but did 

not.  You will also find corrections to stories the press got wrong.  You will get an inside 
view to negotiations which resulted in major legislation or international agreements.  You 

will follow ideas like SDI, “Starwars” as the press liked to call it, from its birth.  Appar-

ently, it was Reagan‟s Idea.  It is first mentioned in September of his first year in office.  It 

is also revealed that the Carter administration hid the Israeli notification of their intention 

to bomb the Iraqi Nuclear facility.  Early in his administration he met with the heads of 

the Departments of Energy and Education to see which one to close first.  He also met 
with business leaders to discus ways to privatize Social Security.  Reagan was ahead of 

not only his time, but of ours too. 

   You will get a sense of the rhythm of the White House, what it is that breaks that 

rhythm and what happens when it does.  The book is devoid of self aggrandizing remarks.  

He notes his victories and his defeats with equanimity.  Most interesting are the insights 
you will glean about his relationships.  I did not get the idea that Reagan considered Tip 

O‟Neal to be his good friend as the press would have us believe.  They both benefitted 

from the appearance however.  Inescapable in the book is his affection for Nancy.  His re-

lationship with Patty and Ron was difficult; Ron especially had issues with secret service 

protection and eventually would refuse it.  Maureen, on the other hand, was deeply in-
volved in the administration and would act as a Sherpa, bringing people into the White 

House.  Oddly, from the diary, you would not even know that Michael, who inherited 

much of the „Gipper‟s‟ conservative philosophy, even existed.   

   Reading Reagan‟s diary, you get the sense of Presidential isolation.  You also get the im-
pression that much is done for the President but little is revealed as to how it gets done or 

by whom.  Mostly you get the impression of the President as a real human being with all 

the frustrations of going through life trying to get a job done.  It isn‟t easy and then, be-

fore you are finished, it‟s over.  There are some real gems and insights in the book, but 

you will want to discover these for yourself.    

   I highly recommend reading Reagan‟s Diary (700 pages).  It is both informative and in-

sightful.  For non-readers there are even pictures. 
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We Are the Elephant in the Room 

Lake Country Republican Club 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

January 2012 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

   WCTP New 

meeting time 

and date to be 

announced 

   

1   2   3 4 5  

 

6 7 

 

12 

   

21 

28 

 

11 13 
 

14 

17   

9 HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

Program: To be 

determined 

8 

 

10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

18 19 20 

26 25 24 LCRC Club 

Meeting Quitman 

Library 6 PM:  

Program: Consti-
tution DVD by 

KrisAnne Hall 

15 

Sentinel 

Publication 

Date  

16  RWWC 

Meets Texas Tea 

Room 11:30 AM 

Program:  Honor-

ing Out Past. 

27 

   31 30 29 

23 22 

A calendar's days are numbered.  
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

February 2012 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

4 2 1 WCTP New 

meeting time 

and date to be 

announced 

 3 

5   6  7 8 

 

9   10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

11 

 

16 
 

25 

 

 

15 
Sentinel 

Publication 

Date  

17 18 
 

21    

13  HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

Program: Can-

didate Forum 

12 14    

22 23 24 

 29 28  LCRC 

Club Meeting 

Quitman Li-

brary 6 PM 

Program: To be 
determined 

19 20 RWWC  

Meets Texas 

Tea Room 

11:30 AM 

Program:  Can-

didate Forum 

 

      

26 27 


