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The Lake Country Republican Club Meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the library 

here in Quitman ,Texas at 6 PM 

 

Can We Say “SPOILED BRATS”? 
 

As we watch the unfolding chaos in some of the “Occupy 

Whatever” rallies, one has to ask oneself, “Who is really be-

hind these protests?”  “Can these “protestors” not realize that 

they have been spoon fed their gruel of entitlement thinking 

by persons with a destructive agenda?  If asked, “What are 

you protesting?” and “What are you trying to accomplish?” 

“Why are you here?” you will most likely get a blank look followed by an imme-

diate rush to the smart phone or some other electronic device as if to receive di-

rections from some electronic god as to “Why am I here?”    I mean the very lib-

erties of capitalism and the ability of a person to hang onto what he has earned 

seem to be the targets of hatred of these young people.   They are protesting the 

very things that are allowing them to protest.  They seem to think it unfair for 

some people to have more money than others.    The concept of working to 

achieve greatness through individual commitment is completely foreign to their 

thinking. While looking to the almighty Government for your sustenance is just 

fine. 

  

These people really don‟t know what they are protesting.  But we do.  They are 

protesting the fact that they are spoiled brats.  They are protesting the fact that we 

have a higher standard of living than most countries in the world.  They are pro-

testing the fact that they have never had to “want” in a Country like ours.  They 

are protesting the fact that they have never been hungry, or cold or homeless and 

they feel like they should…all the way to the Starbucks to get a cup of hot coffee 

and check the Wi Fi for further directions from “god.” 

 

Perhaps it might be a good idea for them to get their money back from their Uni-

versity studies in basket weaving and cultural diversity and apply those efforts 

towards a more cognitive understanding of what a Constitutionally based Repub-

lic coupled to a Capitalistic economy can achieve!!!  I know there are some dried 

up old Communists in these protests, we‟ve all seen them interviewed.   But these 

kids had better wake up before they too find themselves traveling down that yel-

low brick road of destruction so well traveled by failed cultures before us. 
 

God Bless America. 

 

Regards to all, 

Greg Bowen 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Minutes of the Meeting 
Lynn AronSpeer 

Lake Country Republican Club 

General Meeting Minutes 

October 25th, 2011 
 

The LCRC met at the Quitman Library, Goode Street, Quitman, TX.  At 6:10 PM our president, 

Greg Bowen, called the meeting to order.  Roger Toon led the prayer and Dr. Marvel led the pledges 

to the flags of the United States and Texas.  Greg noted elected officials present were Sheriff Bill 

Wansley, Constables Steve Bowser and Ed Shadbolt, and Helen Heavey, Republican Chair of Wood 

County. 

Also present were candidates for Sheriff; Dwaine Daugherty and Jim Brown, and candidate for con-

stable, Precinct 2, William Berge. 

Dr. Marvel introduced our speaker, Troy Sellers who works for Luminant out of the Monticello 

plant in Mt. Pleasant.  Luminant is Texas‟ largest competitive power generator.  He told us how the 

new EPA would affect them and that they would be in compliance but had asked to delay the begin-

ning of the new regulations.  He showed us the basics of electricity and what is used for electricity, 

like coal, natural gas and wind power.  The most used is coal. 

 

Following were Committee Reports: 

Minutes for the  September 25th meeting were approved as written. 

Treasurer‟s Report was unavailable as Gene Shoemaker was  not in attendance. 

Fund Raising: Greg Bowen reminded the membership of the books and videos for sale. 

Membership: There were no changes in membership. 

Hospitality:  Cards were sent to Terrell and Lynn AronSpeer and a sympathy card to Danny and 

Barbara Dorsey on the death of Barbara‟s mother. 

The Nominating Committee: presented the following slate of candidates. 

 President - Greg Bowen 

 Vice President - George Morrow 

 Secretary - Lynn AronSpeer 

 Treasurer - Gene Shoemaker 

This slate will be voted on in our November meeting on the 22nd. 

The committee for the Sheriff‟s debate was put on hold at this time. 

Charlene Peoples, a guest, was passing out a petition for Steve Smith run-

ning for Justice of the Peace. 

Visitors present were: Cindi Byork,  Glenda Woodruff, Jim Hasslinger, 

William Burge and our program speaker, Troy Sellers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM 

 

Submitted by Janice Logan for Lynn AronSpeer, Secretary. 
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Membership:   
 

Fellow Lake Country Republicans, 
 
October’s meeting was well attended.  We had 27 members 
present, and 6 guests!  As a reminder, any new member who 
joins between now and the end of 2011 gets an even better 
value with membership that carries through December 2012!   
 
Joanna Bowen, 
 

Membership Committee Chair 

Treasurers Report:  

 

$1549.16 No activity this month. 
 

Submitted by: Gene Shoemaker, Treasurer 

Hospitality:  
I sent a card to Dwain and Shirley Daugherty because of the loss of his mother.   
 

To report hospitality issues: 
Contact Janice Logan at 223 County Road 1961, Yantis, 75497, phone 903-383-
3247, cell # 903-850-3267.   

Thank you.        

Janice Logan, Hospitality Chair 

I also gratefully report Janice sent Lynn and I a lovely card while we were in NC.  ~  ed 

LCRC November 22 Meeting 
 

Program Notes: Dr. Marvel on the continuing issues with our local hospital 

district.  Also we vote on a new slate of officers for 2012. 
 

LCRC meets on the 22nd this month.  What else happened on this date 
in American History? 

1963 - John Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas.  
 

LCRC meets in the Quitman library at 6 PM.  Enter on the east side toward the back. 

To volunteer at Republican headquarters contact:: 

Helen Heavey 
Wood County Republican Chairman 

www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com  

http://www.republicanpartywoodcounty.com
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Editorial Page: 

 
Super Committee Democrats Cave! 

 
Apparently it is easy to make Democrats cave.  All you have 

to do is to give them everything they want and they fold like a 
deck chair.  

  
If you missed the cave in, it was because it happened back in 

the beginning as soon as the “super committee” was set up.  
The original agreement was that if, by a date certain, they failed to reach an 
agreement as to how to cut the budget, they would simply raid the Defense 
Department‟s budget.  Isn‟t this what the Democrats in Washington always want 
to do?  They delight in spending every tax dollar, stolen or borrowed, to purchase 
votes from the unaware.  If the country descends into chaos because they have 
raided Defense, it just makes their job more valuable, a “win-win” for Democrats.  

 

So allow me to paraphrase the deal: If, within a period of a few months, the 
Republicans on the committee could not convince the Democrats to do the responsible 
thing, the Republicans would agree to allow them to do the irresponsible thing.  Well who 
could have seen this result coming?  That is of course except for just about all of 
us.  Where was the incentive for Democrats to behave?  This was totally 
predictable and many of us predicted this exact outcome.   

 

Dennis Prager often says “America has two political parties, the dangerous one 
and the stupid one.”*  Then he proudly announces that he belongs to the stupid 
one.  I am not talking about our congressmen.  Without regard to the quality of 
their work, they make a salary deep into six figures and without regard to how 
short their political career might be, their retirement income is most likely to be 
magnitudes greater than your hard earned wage.  No, our congressmen are not 
stupid, unprincipled maybe, but not stupid.  I am talking about us, Republican 
voters. 

 

Our congressman happens to sit on the “super committee.”  In talking to his 

office we get sympathy for our positions.  But the time for congressmen who “feel 

our pain” may be over.  The time may have come to replace this guy.  This pains 

me because if you talk to congressman Hensarling, you will discover a 

philosophical conservative.  But it is insufficient to be a conservative at heart, you 

must govern that way too.  But what is the congressman‟s incentive to do a better 

job, take a more principled stand as we asked him to in the beginning?  No, this 

job belongs to us, the Republican voters.  We will get nothing better until we insist 

on it.  We must insist on smart, principled candidates.  We must then hold their 

feet to the fire.  And then we must vote them out of office before they are 

corrupted by it.  Jeb may be past due. 

*Dennis Prager is a conservative Republican and one of the premiere conservative writers and commentators of our 

time. 
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Why the Left Hates Minorities 

Here I go again, stating the obvious.  But there is a reason 

for this.  The question of why Herman Cain is being beaten-

up by the left wing media comes up hourly.  But the real 
reason is never stated, I assume because it is too obvious.  

The talking heads are afraid of not seeming „deep‟ enough or 
„thoughtful‟ enough to be taken seriously.  Their 

commentary must be „fresh and unique.‟  But the reason 
the reason is obvious is that it is true; it is truth.  It is the 

plain truth.  If it is not stated, less thoughtful people will assume it is not the 
truth or else someone would have stated it.  Therefore, this is my mission; to 

state the obvious truth before it is obscured by mindless blather. 

The left assumes ownership of certain minority groups just as they assume 
ownership of your income, your assets and your every personal decision.  They 

even think they own the nation‟s wealth.  That is why they speak of spreading 
the wealth rather than your wealth or the wealth of some specific person.  It does 
not matter whose wealth it is; it is their wealth now.  That is why they get to 

distribute it. 

This is not a new assumption for the left or Democrats.  It was Democrats who 
„owned‟ the slaves.  Historically, Republicans in the South were just visiting.  So 

the left feels they own certain minorities: women (who are actually a majority but 
you can‟t claim victim status for a majority), blacks, homosexuals etc.  Any of 

these minorities, running as a Democrat, will be defended regardless of whatever 

foolishness they chose to be involved with.  Barney Frank (I‟ll let you guess 
which minority he belongs to) was never criticized for allowing his “room-mate” 

to run a homosexual prostitution ring out of the fifteen term (a case for term 
limits?) congressman‟s home.  The left never calls out Nancy Pelosi for being a 

“moon-bat nutter” (some missed opportunities here).  And they have never 
considered mentioning Jessie Jackson‟s extortionist practices.  Yet a scholarly 

jurist like Clarence Thomas will be beaten with the tortured ravings of the lefts‟ 
imagination for being black and conservative.  The left will tolerate your being 

black.  They will even tolerate your being conservative.  But you better not be 

both and if you are, you had best sit down and shut-up, otherwise they will 
relentlessly beat you down.  There are countless examples of this in our recent 

history.   

This is what is currently happening with Herman Cain.  He is off the plantation 

and running, literally, running for President.  And as in days of old when the 

slave would run he would be hobbled, his toes cut off and his legs broken.  This 

is what is happening to Herman Cain.  He is running and they are determined to 

hobble him.  It has been called by some, a “high tech lynching.”  This may be a 

little too close to the bone for some Democrats, but for me, this is just stating 

the obvious.  About time don‟t you think?  ~  ed 
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We are not Enemies 
 

In fact, I think we are quite close on this one.  But some of 
my more religious friends seem to have given up on this 
world.  It is hard to blame them.  The history of government 
and governance is not encouraging.  Often they tell me that 
“according to the Bible ~ Man is not capable of governing 
himself.”  Again history seems to be on their side.  When I ask 
for a quote I usually get this one: 

“O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps.”    (Jeremiah 10:23) 

OK, it may be a little over-interpreted but it follows logically.  Even if all this is 
true, I don‟t think it necessarily means we are supposed to sit this one out.  Even if 

you take a look at the two allegedly least religious of our Founding Fathers, 

Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, they would be considered almost nutty 
religious by today‟s standards.  Thomas Paine (perhaps a little less religious than 

either of these two) said, "Government, even in its best state, is but a necessary 

evil; in its worst state, an intolerable one.”  Apparently they understood that the 
nature of government was no better than the nature of man, but virtue is found in 

overcoming our nature, not by yielding to it.  

Looking at our first attempt at a federal government, the Articles of 

Confederation, it was apparent that the Founders trusted the government to do 
very little.  Interestingly, everyone did very well during this period with the possible 

exception of the federal government which got little attention and even less funding 

with which to go about its business.  Its failure was obvious but the next attempt, 
the Constitution of the United States, also maintained the lesson that government 

should be limited.   

I think it is obvious that the Founders, a very religious group, agreed with many 

of my contemporary religious friends.  But the Founders realized that as 

intrinsically untrustworthy as government may be, the functions it must perform 
are still necessary in this earthly realm.  Ronald Regan said that . . . “communism 

could work in only two places; Heaven which did not need it and Hell which already 

had it.”  The Founders did not choose to sit back and wait for salvation.  They took 
action to contain the savage beast.  I hope my friends who, for religious reasons, 

have shunned the political process will take a minute to reconsider. 

I think many religious people have made this decision because they think to be 

involved in this political process is to sanction it and that the parties are all 

corrupt, seeking power for their own agendas.  I make the following distinction:  

Some individual persons involved in leadership positions within either of the 

political parties are self-serving and corrupt.  The power now held in Washington is 

corrupting and most of us have witnessed a truly good individual go to Washington 

and be corrupted by it.  Two lessons are apparent from this: people are weak, and 

there is something about the system which is corrupting.  The Left seeks to correct  
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the weakness of humans by coercion.  History provides few examples to support 

this approach.  The Right seeks to diminish the significance of the state returning 
control of the „system‟ to the individual in the realm of his own life.   

Fundamentally, the two approaches are different and yield vastly different 

results.  The coercive policies of the Left promote dictatorships which repress our 
God given free will – our path to salvation.  The lack of government intrusion 

promoted by the Right allows the individual to make errors in his own life and 

limits the impact on his neighbors.  Hopefully the individual will grow better for 
these experiences.  Leftist movements are always characterized as promoting 

freedom.  The resulting chaos always begets an oppressive dictatorship.  The Right 

promotes liberty, which is a well ordered or structured form of freedom.   

I offer the following example: Freedom might be expressed as the right to 

drive anywhere, anytime, anyway you want.  The resulting chaos on the 

roads while many were out expressing their freedom by driving in whatever 
lane at whatever speed they wished would soon make the roads impassable.  

Liberty, on the other hand, would be expressed by traveling in the proper 

lane at the posted speed to whatever destination you chose.  By providing 
some predictability in the mundane aspects of travel, free and safe travel 

becomes possible.  Our Founders realized that to enjoy the liberties provided 
by our republican form of government, people had to generally be “good” or 

self regulating to a standard understood and appreciated by all.  We call this 

standard the Judeo-Christian ethic.  

Now after decades of citizen complacency, we find ourselves once again with a 

government out of control.  Our Constitution expects our government to be in 

control by adhering to the rules set forth in its few pages.  It expects the citizenry to 
be the enforcers through the electoral process.  This is our responsibility.  I am 

reluctant to question anyone‟s theology, but I would hate to hand a victory to the 

forces of evil because these good people did nothing.  I respectfully ask they 
reconsider sitting this one out.   

Consider the advice to „turn the other cheek‟ when accosted.  I believe this 

direction is intended for the individual.  By not engaging, the conflict may be 
avoided and your enemy shamed.  But I do not believe this advice was 

intended for the witness.  I do not think it is moral to “turn the other cheek” 
when you witness a child being accosted.  It is not your cheek to turn.  I 

believe you have a moral obligation to intercede in the child‟s behalf.   

America is being accosted.  We are the witnesses.  It is not just our liberty at 

stake.  We simply do not have the right to cede the liberties of others.  Even if we 

are not victorious, I believe there is virtue in the attempt. 

Sentinel Special: 
   
 In case you missed it, following is a link to the Thanksgiving Family forum conducted by 

Frank Lutz:   Thanksgiving Family Forum Complete Video (advance to minute 25:25 for just the 

debate without the long introduction) 

http://www.citizenlink.com/2011/11/19/thanksgiving-family-forum-complete-video/
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Quick Comments: 

 

Perhaps I missed it. I have had limited access to the news for a month now.   But for all the public admoni-
tions of witnesses for not reporting child molestation in the Penn State locker room, I have not heard one 
person suggest anyone should have actually interceded on behalf of the child.  Isn’t this the first reaction 
one would expect? 

 
As Newt’s political fortunes rise, expect all of the old criticisms to resurface.  Some are valid and relevant.  

Some of his ideas in the past have not been consistent with conservative political philosophy.  I think he 
has outgrown much of this and I find his current positions to be much more agreeable.  As most of us, he 
seems to have become more consistently conservative as time has progressed. I think this is a good thing.  
Some personal criticism is valid but not relevant.  He has not always been the best family man.  But many 
of our best Presidents were challenged in this area.  Ronald Reagan was devoted to his Nancy but she has 
proven to be no conservative and two of his children are just nasty.  Abraham Lincoln was unable to bring 
his wife, Mary Todd, back from the brink of insanity.  I believe he may have just been distracted; under-
standable given the circumstances. 

 
Finally I am hearing others come to the conclusion that a Gingrich/Obama debate would be a rout and bring 

a lot of positive attention to the Republican message.  But has anyone considered the VP debate?  Imag-
ine Rubio/Biden.  They would need a mop and a bucket to get Biden off the stage. 

 
Sean Hannity, interviewing Jack Abramhauff the other day asked him questions about his lobbying business 

which eventually got him a cot and a hot meal for a number of years.  Abramhauff used the promise of a 
safe landing place to politicians whose futures were tenuous in exchange for political favors.  When Sean 
asked why he did not like Newt, Abramhauff said he could never get anything out of Newt.  All he wanted 
to talk about was his lofty ideas for reforming government.  I have heard worse recommendations from 
better people. 

 
Apparently “green energy” has little to do with the environment.  The green it seems comes from tax payer 

money and the energy is the effort you put into earning it.  It seems “green energy” sucks up both.   
 
For those who remember, in the midterm elections during Clinton’s first term, he was in serious jeopardy of 

losing his Presidency.  But Clinton did something which reversed his fortunes.  Even at this late date 
Obama could do the same thing and I would be pleased if he did so.  What did Clinton do?  He got Newt 
elected and it really turned things around.  Obama might do the same thing.  It might not actually save his 
presidency but it could save the country.  That’s a sacrifice I would be willing to make. 

 
Members of congress are getting a pass for activities that got Martha Stewart jail time.  Martha will bake 

you a pie and serve it up pretty.  What are these guys doing for you? 
 
The “Super Committee” is attempting to reduce spending by 1.2 trillion dollars OVER 10 YEARS.  That’s just 

120 billion a year.  Spending goes up each year by more than that.  A simple spending freeze would be 
more effective.  This is the “Deck Chair Committee” and the ship is going down. 

 
President Obama could easily win a second term if some politician decides to indulge his overinflated ego 

and run as a “third party” candidate.  The three which come to mind are Bloomberg, Trump and Paul.  
Ron Paul should definitely know better.  The other two would do it only in a deliberate attempt to get 
Obama re-elected.  Do not fall for this gimmick or allow others to fall prey to it either.  Speak out.  We 
must support the Republican candidate regardless.  The primary is the only opportunity to be heard.  Get 
involved supporting your candidate now.  E-mail the Sentinel.  terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net 

This country has come to feel the same when congress is in session as . . .  

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Who Said This? 
 

   Obama likes to quote this man.  Perhaps he overlooked this one. 
 

You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.  
You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.  
You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.  

You cannot lift the wage earner up by pulling the wage payer down.  
You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.  

You cannot build character and courage by taking away people's initia-
tive and independence.  

You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they could 
and should do for themselves. 

Answer on page 16 below the margin. 

Letters to the Editor: 

From Kathleen: 

 

Terrell, 
 
I really enjoyed this month’s Sentinel.  With pithy and often witty insights, the Sentinel provides 
a valuable aid to busy people trying to make sense of the political climate and news, as well as 
their options for reclaiming self-governance.  Each contributor furthers the goal of informing 
fellow citizens.  The work you do as editor to bring it all together in one inviting and stimulating 
package makes the Sentinel a highlight of each month for many readers, I would dare say. 
 
--Kathleen 
 
PS  Maybe some of your Sentinel readers have let their mailboxes get full; although 2 MB isn’t 
unusually large … .  I wish you success in getting it out to everyone.  Great job! 

 
From Pat: 

 
Great "stuff". Thanks you guys. 

 

Pithy! 

 
From the Boss: 

 
Hey Terrell, 
  
The Sentinel came through fine.  And as usual, you have out-done yourself.  It looks really good. 
  
Greg 

 when the baby gets hold of a hammer. ~ Will Rogers  
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Michelle Malkin ~ syndicated columnist, conservative commentator 

and author of Culture of Corruption.  A frequent guest on Fox 

News Channel, Michelle is an articulate commentator and frequent 

critic of the Obama administration.  The following article is a con-

tinuation of her crusade against corruption at the highest levels. 

Obama's Half-Billion-Dollar Crony Drug Deal 

What do you get when you mix Democratic fat-cat donations, Big Labor favors, 
pharmaceutical lobbying and Beltway business as usual? Answer: another toxic 
half-billion-dollar Barack Obama-approved crony deal. Move over, Solyndra. Here 
comes Siga-Gate. 

This latest Chicago-style payoff on your dime involves a dubious smallpox drug 
backed by a liberal billionaire investor, along with a former union boss who was 
one of the White House's most frequent visitors. They're the "1 percent" with 100 
percent immunity from the selectively outraged Occupier mobs that purport to 
oppose partisan government bailouts and handouts to privileged corporations. 

Ronald Perelman is the New York City-based leveraged buyout wheeler-dealer 
who controls Siga Technologies. He has donated nearly $130,000 mostly to 
Democrats over the past two election cycles alone, and he forked over $50,000 to 
pay for the president's lavish inaugural parties. A Siga affiliate pitched in nearly half 
a million more in contributions -- 65 percent of which went to Democrats -- and the 
firms have spent millions on lobbying. 

Perelman's pharma company makes an experimental antiviral pill used by 
smallpox patients who received diagnoses too late to be treated with the existing 
smallpox vaccine. Smallpox experts cast doubt on the need for the drug given 
ample vaccine stockpiles, the remoteness of a mass attack and questions about its 
efficacy. But over the objections of federal contract negotiators, competitors and 
scientists, the Obama administration approved a lucrative $433 million no-bid deal 
for Siga in May. No other manufacturers were able to compete for the "sole source" 
procurement, according to the Los Angeles Times. 

The special arrangement was made after a competitor objected to the 
administration's violating small-business rules during a first call for bids. That's 
right: It's yet another rigged giveaway from a Hope-and-Change champion who 
vowed on the 2008 campaign trail to "end the abuse of no-bid contracts once and 
for all." 

Intensifying the culture-of-corruption stench: the critical role of Andy Stern. He's the 
profligate, corruption-coddling former head of the powerful Service Employees 
International Union -- the 2.2 million-member public-employee union powerhouse  
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that he left in April 2010 with a mountain of debt and eroding rank-and-file pen-
sions. 

After pouring some $60 million of workers' dues into Democratic coffers, Stern 
was rewarded by Obama with a cozy spot on the White House deficit panel and 
dozens of visits to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue -- including at least seven with the 
president, one with Vice President Joe Biden, and meetings with Obama Chief of 
Staff Rahm Emanuel, Biden Chief of Staff Ron Klain, OMB Director Peter Orszag, 
health czar aide Jennifer Cannistra and Valerie Jarrett's former high-powered aide 
and Chicago fundraiser Tina Tchen. 

In a classic access-buying maneuver, Siga placed Stern on its board of directors 
in June 2010. Four months later, Siga nabbed an estimated $3 billion contract. By 
January of this year, Siga's stock had skyrocketed. The House GOP has been in-
vestigating the deal for months, which comes amid separate allegations of insider 
trading and political profiteering by investigative journalist Peter Schweizer. 

Stern and Perelman have been scratching each other's backs for years. In the fall 
of 2006, the SEIU backed off organizing protests against AlliedBarton, a security 
guard firm in Philadelphia owned by a Perelman interest -- and then remained quiet 
when the firm was bought out by a longtime SEIU nemesis, the Blackstone Group. 

According to the L.A. Times, which exposed the scandal over the weekend, 
Obama's top biodefense bureaucrat Nicole Lurie railroaded a key dissenter at the 
Department of Health and Human Services who ridiculed Siga's inflated projected 
profit margins. Lurie soothingly reassured a whiny Siga executive that the "most 
senior procurement official" would take over and mollified him in a letter: "I trust this 
will be satisfactory to you." 

Lurie falsely told the newspaper that she had never made contact with the official 
regarding the contract and deemed any such contact improper. When caught with 
documentation, her department spun the communication with Siga as a "national 
security" matter. Lurie, it should be noted, is a former Clintonite and Howard Dean 
health care consultant who was most recently in the headlines for pushing anthrax 
vaccine testing for children. According to the Labor Union Report, there have been 
market murmurs of a merger between Siga and the anthrax vaccine manufacturer, 
PharmAthene. Hard to trust Lurie's public health moral authority with the taint of 
pay-for-play wafting over the Siga deal. 

As always, venture socialism backed by Big Labor muscle and White House 
wealth redistribution is hazardous to taxpayers' health. 

Reprinted courtesy of Townhall.  You can get your own free subscription to the ultimate op-ed page 

delivered to your email inbox early each morning by visiting: http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx  

http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
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Sentinel  

Debate Coverage  
 

The sentinel suffered from limited resources this last month.  Being unable to record 

and even to watch some debates, I will yield to your powers of perception and 

discernment.  I am including once again, at the end of this article, the link where you will 

find the most up-to-date listing of the debate schedule.   The general trends have totally 

changed this month.  Much has been revealed about our field of candidates.  At the risk of 
offending some readers, let me recap where it appears we are and where we might be 

going.  Understand that these are my views alone.  They are neither more nor less valid 

than your own.  If you would like to see your views in print in the Sentinel just send 

them in.  Few are ever rejected.    

 

Perry supporters witnessed this month, a major flameout by the governor.  Many have 
excused this as a „senior moment.‟  However it was not the name of an obscure leader of 

an even more obscure country that he failed to remember, but major bullet points of his 
own plan.  If you have given serious consideration to which departments you personally 

would get rid of, I doubt you would forget them if asked.  More disturbing is the possibility 

that the plan the governor forgot was not his own but a poll tested plan written by a 

person known to the governor or his staff to sound a lot like a real conservative.  Add to 
this, the contents of his most recent advertisements would be enough to account for his 

precipitous decline in the polls.  The congress does not meet at the pleasure of the 

President nor does he determine their compensation.  He should know this.  His 

unconstitutional proposals would damage the balance of power between the branches.  

Disregarding what he would have you believe, the inability to debate is not an asset.  It 

speaks to the inability of the governor to put together a coherent thought.  Tragically Perry 
amassed a large campaign war chest before his newfound supporters got wind of Perry‟s 

limited talents.  In other words, he has more dollars than sense.  He may be around a lot 

longer than prudence would suggest. 

 

Huntsman could easily run as a Democrat.  Too many of his views are antithetical to 
those of most conservatives.  Nelson Rockefeller is not just to his right, he is to his far 

right.  For me, that is enough.  He is genuinely funny; good for a laugh, not for a leader.  

 

Paul is a frustration.  One minute I love him, the next, I hate him.  Bullet proof on the 

Constitution and economics, he disqualifies himself with a naive view of international 

relations.  Just this month on FNC he was proposing we try “friendly diplomacy” with 
Iran.  The failure occurred when the citizens of Troy actually brought the horse into city 

themselves.  Really?  This is his strategy?  

 

Cain is a case study in why some experience is a good thing.  It was his handling of his 

troubles more than the trouble itself which has been his undoing.  Wasn‟t it the press 

endlessly reporting that the Republicans just couldn‟t stop talking about sex, sex, sex that  
undid the charges against Clinton?  Cain could easily have turned this against them.  His 

convenient lapses of memory also did not look good.  Add to this weak performances on 

foreign relations.  Cain may be irreparably damaged.   

 

Bachmann appears cornered.  It is a shame because, along with Romney and Gingrich,  
she is one of our more knowledgeable candidates.  Recently, she has begun sniping at her 

fellow candidates.  Only two candidates have been able to avoid this; Cain and Gingrich.  I 

like Michelle but this is too unpresidential. 
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Santorum is a real conservative with good ideas.  It is a more confident Rick Santorum 

you see out on the stump.  He doesn‟t debate well and it is all style.  Rick is substantive 

on the issues but unless he can connect with the debate audience real quick, he is all but 
out.  Which leaves us only two truly viable candidates.  One is safe and the other bold.   

 

Romney is the safe candidate.  He will rake in almost all of the “anybody but Obama ” 

voters.  He is technically competent and will turn in a competent performance as Presi-

dent.  He is also a technocrat and will make improvements at the margins.  Do not expect 
bold moves like the elimination of whole departments.  Things will be better under a Rom-

ney administration.  Markets may stabilize and employment would improve.  These are all 

good things.  We could do worse and currently we are.   
 

His election is, however, in no way assured.  There are a number of reasons for this.  His 
Mormon faith will be a no starter for some.  This is a shame because, however you view 

the religion, it would be hard to criticize the results.  Mormons for the most part are hard 

working, industrious and morally good people.  Generally, they are good citizens and good 

neighbors.  You can say this about many religions but in the case of Mormons it seems to 

be especially true.  I think this accounts for something but I do not see this as the major-
ity view.  Additionally, the distinction between Romney and his assumed opponent in a 

general election may not be great enough to make independents switch their votes.  In a 

debate with the President, Romney‟s technical jargon and too often nuanced responses 

may not connect with potential voters.   
 

His reputation as a “flip-flopper” is largely undeserved.  Romney has flipped on a num-

ber of issues but almost never flops back.  When Romney flips a position it is almost al-

ways to a more conservative position.  But he must learn to counter this argument if he is 

to prevail.  Finally his “Romney care” bill looks tragically similar to Obama‟s.  He should 

have quickly announced, “Boy did I make a mistake.”  It is too late for that now. 
 

Gingrich is the bold candidate in this race.  His ideas are big and he has accomplished 

big agendas before.  He creates a distinct and obvious contrast to the President.  In a de-

bate, Obama would be unmasked by a professional and in a way which would make all 

observers realize that the emperor has no clothes.  With Rubio as a running mate the 

same fate would await Biden.  The media would still attempt to sell the notion that Gin-
grich and Rubio are stupid.  That is what they always do to the Republican candidates.  

But in this case the press would also be unmasked.  They could only look foolish making 

such an absurd claim.   
 

This ticket would not be beyond criticism, however.  The ticket would simultaneously be 
too old and too young.  Too old, in this case, would be meant to imply mentally compro-

mised.  Good luck making that case.  Too young would be meant to imply too inexperi-

enced.  Somewhat valid but it is hard to imagine Rubio not being able to charm and ar-

ticulate his way out of this.  Besides, experience means little for a VP candidate.  What a 

great tutor Rubio would have.  Newt‟s family history would be the major complaint.  He 

should challenge them on the grounds of relevance and I think he would win.   
 

The choice is this: a safe candidate who could likely win and a subsequent Presidency 

which will be undistinguished, or a strong conservative who will probably also win and a 

Presidency which could be a true course correction for a country on a wrong track for far 

too long.  If Obama were viewed favorably by most of the population, I could see going with 
the safe candidate (I was a Romney supporter in 2008 thinking it was the best we could 

do.)  This election I think we can do better.  I think Gingrich, and more specifically Gin-

grich/Rubio, is the winning ticket for 2012 and beyond.  

 

Click this link to see the Presidential Primary Debate Schedule . 

http://www.2012presidentialelectionnews.com/2012-debate-schedule/2011-2012-primary-debate-schedule
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Matt Towery ~ is a syndicated columnist and author of Paranoid Nation 

and Powerchicks: “How Women will Dominate America.”  He was a 

debate and campaign strategist for Newt Gingrich in the „80‟s and has 

known Newt since Matt was 19.  For these reasons he is uniquely 

positioned to give us real insight into the Newt we see today. 

Meet the New Newt Gingrich 

While I poll and analyze the 2012 presidential race straight down the middle, 
an equal opportunity offender, I am in a unique position to explain who "the 
new" Newt Gingrich is, and why he is starting to race up to the top of national 
and various state polls. 

Having known Newt since I was 19, serving as a youthful debate advisor in 
1980, a lawyer in recount elections, his campaign chairman from 1992 until 
he resigned from office and a client of his consulting group in his early years 
in business, I cover virtually every aspect of his adult life. I've known his 
daughters, his wives and his closest friends for nearly 32 years. 

To put it bluntly, the Newt I knew so very well in his prior life as an elected 
official and political operator hardly resembles the man I know now. 

Then he was extremely ambitious (I thought he was crazy when he told me in 
1980 that he would someday be speaker of the House) and let virtually 
nothing stand in his way. He often was so trigger-happy with his attacks that 
he fired without thinking, rarely worrying about the collateral damage he left 
behind. He could engage in really heated arguments, and the way most of us 
survived was to fight right back. 

And back then, Newt could never relax. I would try to get him to laugh, but 
quite frankly he didn't want to. I knew he loved football, having played it in 
high school, but it was hard for any of his inner-circle of friends to get him to 
consistently join the average Joe and get into supporting a team, save New 
Year's, when he would kick back with friends and watch games -- but talk 
politics. 

He was also somewhat secretive. I think he felt that, even with those he 
basically loved and who loved him, he could never truly drop his guard. I can't 
tell you how many then-young members of Congress on the GOP side would 
pull me aside and ask me what Newt really thought of them. I had a standard 
answer: "He doesn't think of you. Just keep on doing your best, and don't pay 
too much attention when he gets mad." It worked, because many of those 
who asked me that question are now governor, senators or very successful in 
other occupations. 
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Let us know what you think.  I doubt many Sentinel readers will be vot-

ing to re-elect Obama.  Which ever Republican captures the nomination will 
most likely get our votes.  But this is the primary season.  This is the time 
we get to actually have a voice.  This is your opportunity to be heard and to 

promote the candidate of your choice and the values you share with this 
candidate.  Tell us why you think he/she can win and why they would be 
the best President.  Writing this down will put you in touch with your can-

didate.  The Sentinel would love to hear your comments on this or any of 

the content in this newsletter. 
 

Email the editor at  terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  
For additional editorial comment visit  http://www.teaparty911.com  click editorials at top. 

The one thing that never bothered me personally was Newt's so-called 
"baggage." Not because I approved of some self-confessed improper actions, 
but because I knew the real story behind the various untrue tales related to 
both marriages. It's not my place to spill the beans on the inner dynamics of 
Newt's prior marriages, particularly with regard to wife No. 2, whom I knew 
throughout that marriage. I think it is fair to say that both parties shared equal 
blame, both morally and otherwise, for the demise of the union. 

Yes, by the early 2000s, Newt was not the best of company. But it was then 
that he began to change. He converted to the Catholic Church, and for the first 
time was passionate about God and his spiritual life. His marriage to Callista 
brought him peace and a settled-down lifestyle that I had never seen in the 
many decades I had known him. Then came the grandchildren. Newt became 
an integral part of their lives, perhaps more so than in that of his girls when 
they were growing up. His eyes light up around them, and he never hesitates to 
let them be a part of whatever he is doing. 

The new Newt Gingrich rarely loses his temper, suffers fools easily, and cares 
about the more human and personal side of his longtime friends. He is genu-
inely kind. 

And there is one more characteristic that Newt actually had even as speaker 
that he retains today. Despite his reputation as "the smartest guy in the room," 
he bucks the typical GOP desire to use pomp, title or access in a manner to 
make others feel small. From the day I met him until the day I write this column, 
he has always asked people to call him not Congressman or Mr. Speaker, but 
just "Newt." It may be that the Newt Gingrich is not only more likeable but more 
electable. But if he's president, we will likely have to get used to calling him 
President Newt. That's as far as he will go! 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.wcwtp.org
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$20 Bill....Very Interesting... & really creepy  
 

WHO FIGURED THIS OUT? 

 

 

INCREDIBLE  

1) Fold a NEW $20 

bill in half... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2) Fold again, taking care to fold it exactly as illustrated to the right 

 

      

          3) Fold the other end, exactly as before (see illustration below). 

 

 

4) Now, simply turn it over… 

 

 

What a coincidence! A simple geometric fold creates a catastrophic premonition printed on all $20 bills!!! 

 

 

COINCIDENCE?   YOU DECIDE. 

 

As if that wasn't enough... 

Here is what you've seen... 

 

Firstly The Pentagon on fire... 

Then The Twin Towers. 

...And now .. look at this! 

 

TRIPLE COINCIDENCE ON A SIMPLE $20 BILL 

Disaster (Pentagon) 

Disaster ( Twin Towers ) 

Disaster (Osama)??? 

 

To complete the coincidence, consider:  9 + 11 = $20! 

Above a photo of the Pentagon. 

Abraham Lincoln 
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The Tea Party Report: 

 

 The Wood County Tea Party is currently being restruc-
tured under the leadership of Char Doonan.  Michael Kinzie 
has stepped down and is moving to Delta County.  They will 
be lucky to have him.  Michael has been a force in Wood 
County conservative politics.   
 

Char Doonan has also been a force in Wood County conservative politics.  We 
expect the Tea Party here to do well under her competent leadership.  The Tea 
Party meets at the Library in Quitman at 2 PM on the first Sunday of each 
month.  The next meeting will be December 4th at 2 PM, predictably at the Quit-
man Library.  Entry is through the side door.  The Sentinel wishes Char the 

best of luck and pledges our support.   

 
Tea Party members from Rains County have formed their own organization un-

der the leadership of Gus Metz.  Reports are that their first meeting was well at-
tended with around 80 in attendance.  The Sentinel wishes Gus and the Rains 

County Tea Party the best as well. 

RWWC Report: 

 

   The Republican Women of Wood County will meet 
tomorrow (if I can get the sentinel out tonight) at 

11:30 am Monday, November 21 at the Tea Room in 
Quitman.  The speaker will be Karen Hunter Harris 
speaking on Republican Diversity.  RWWC has a 
reputation for bringing important speakers to Wood 
County.  This may be one of their best programs.  
 
   At the business meeting the slate of officers for 2012 
will be voted on.  Do not miss this important meeting. 

  The Sentinel Recognizes 

 Michael Kinzie 
    
   Occasionally someone comes along who through great personal 

sacrifice achieves extraordinary results.  My friend, Michael Kinzie is 

such a person.  At a critical time, Michael held together three Tea 

Party organizations.  He started the Tea Party 911 alert newsletter.  

If you have not yet subscribed to his newsletter just click the 

following link: Tea Party 911 Alert Newsletter.  He was a unifying force bringing the Tea Party 

movement and the Republican clubs in the area together.  We know him locally but his 

influence is felt both state wide and nationally.  I learned much from his tutelage but I 

should have learned much more.  He is a great resource and true friend.  The Sentinel 

wishes him well in all his endeavors.  Thank you, Michael. 

http://www.teaparty911.com/newsletter/current.html
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2011 

Lake Country Republican Club 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

 

 
1. FUNDRAISING    This committee shall be responsible for development and conduct of the 

club‟s fundraising activities, in compliance with the rules and regulation of the Texas Ethics 

Commission and the laws of the state of Texas.  

  1.  Open Position, Chairman 

  2.  Joe Blair 

  3.  Gene Shoemaker  

  4.  Terrell AronSpeer 

   
2.  LEGISLATION     This committee shall be charged with keeping the club informed and aware 

of legislative events, votes and processes which could have an impact on, or may be of interest to 

the club.  This shall include but not be limited to the coordination and notification of the clubs‟ 

membership of the need for urgent action of a political nature. 

  1.  Philip Winter  Chairman 

  2.  Isabel McGuffin     

  3.  Travis Burk 

  4.  Pat Nelson 

  5.  Rick Shoemaker 

  6.  Eugene & Joyce Spencer 

 

These two from Town Hall as were this months Guest Articles.  To subscribe go to: 
 http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx  

http://www.townhall.com/secure/signup.aspx
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LCRC committees continued . . . 
 

3.  PUBLICITY and COMMUNICATIONS     This committee shall establish and maintain contact 

with local media outlets and shall actively work to publicize the club‟s activities, newsletter, website 

and events. 

  1.  Terrell AronSpeer    Chairman 

  2.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  3.  Betty Dubbs 

  4.  Rick Shoemaker 

4.  PROGRAM     This committee shall be responsible for producing monthly and special club 

meeting programs, including the procurement of speakers, and shall keep the Publicity Chairman 

informed in advance of future programs, to allow news releases to meet local media deadlines. 

  1.  Dr. James Marvel    Chairman 

  2.  Terrell AronSpeer 

  3.  Isabel McGuffin     

  4.  Greg Bowen 

5  MEMBERSHIP     This committee shall be responsible for the development of special member-

ship drives and programs.  It also should be charged with keeping members informed about club 

meetings and activities by means of telephone and/or email notification. 

  1.  Joanna Bowen     Chairman 

  2.  Sheryl Nelson 

  3.  Gene and Norma Shoemaker 

  4.  Eugene and Joyce Spencer 

  5.  Roger and Sandy Tune 

6.  HOSPITALITY    This committee shall be responsible for the decoration of facilities used for 

special meetings and events and for appointing “greeters” for meetings and special events. 

  1.  Janice Logan    Chairman 

  2.  Joanna Bowen      

  3.  Sheryl Nelson 

  4.  Lynn AronSpeer 

  5.  Tera Burk 

  6.  Shirley Daugherty 

  7.  Betty Dubbs 

  8.  Norma Shoemaker 

Meet the 112th 

 

 

   Nebraska has 3 representatives, all Republicans and all found below. 

     
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGtPwRz7VPw 

Jeff Fortenberry on the Keystone XL Pipeline 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=busFwBLxbQU 

Lee Terry on regulation 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSkedKdtnSQ 

Adrian Smith tries to land a slippery fish. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGtPwRz7VPw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=busFwBLxbQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSkedKdtnSQ
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What’s Up: 

 

Lake Country Republican Club (LCRC): 
Club Meetings: November 22, 6PM - Quitman Library   

  Program: Dr. Marvel updates us on the Hospital District 

Sentinel Submission Deadlines:  Tenth of Publication Month 

Sentinel Publication Date:  Fifteenth of Publication Month 
 

Republican Women of Wood County (RWWC): 

 Club Meetings: November 21, 11:30 AM -  Texas Tea Room 

   Program: Karen Hunter Harris; Republican Diversity 

  December 12, 11:30 AM - Lands End 

   Program: Bryan Hughes 
       

Holly Lake Ranch Hawkins Republican Club (HLRHRC): 

 Club Meetings: December 5,  7P.M. - Holly Hall     

   Program: Election and swearing in of new officers. 
 

Wood County Tea Party (WCTP) and Tea Party Patriots 

 Club Meetings: December 4,  2 PM  - Quitman Library  
 

Wood County We The People (wcwtp.org) 
 To become a WCWTP Watchdog: Contact Tim Discher through the website or at wcwtpa@gmail.com 

         ON CURVES AHEAD        

The Sentinel is just playing the back nine this 

month.  To see your favorite link in the Sentinel 

send it to: terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net  

 
Tea Party 911 Alert Newsletter   Subscribe today - just a click away. 

 
Tea Party Supported Candidates 

HIT THE LINKS: 

 

Look for the Union Label 

 

Mu Shu Pork 

 

Silver Spoon Award 

Understanding from the West 

The Fair Tax Explained 

Are You Smarter than a Congressman 

Can't Makeup Your Mind? 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
http://www.teaparty911.com/newsletter/current.html
http://www.teaparty911.com/info/candidates.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RbY5K7Z4cB4
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/us-bridges-roads-built-chinese-firms-14594513?tab=9482930?ion=1206853&playlist=14594944
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAOrT0OcHh0&feature=youtu.be
http://secure.afa.net/afa/activism/takeaction.asp?id=384
http://www.fairtax.org/site/PageServer
http://dtrtministries.com/2011/01/05/take-a-quiz-on-the-us-constitution/
http://www.ontheissues.org/Quiz/Quiz2010.asp?quiz=Pres2012
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Legislative Report, State: 

 
 Legislative Report for November 2011  

Republican Women of Wood County  

Isabel McGuffin, Legislative Chairman  

 

TFRW October Legislative Article, by Barbara Larson, VP Legislation  

Nov. 8, 2011 Election for Texas Constitutional Amendments  

Proposition Number 1 (SJR 14)  
SJR 14 would amend the constitution to authorize the legislature to provide the surviving spouse of 

a 100% or totally disabled veteran with an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 

market value of the surviving spouse‟s residence homestead as long as: The surviving spouse has 

not remarried, the property was the residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the qualify-

ing veteran died, and the property remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 

market value of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a 100% totally disabled vet-

eran.”  

 

Proposition Number 2 (SJR 4)  
SJR 4 would amend the constitution to authorize the Texas Water Development Board to issue addi-

tional general obligation bonds on a continuing basis for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 

Development Fund II, with the restriction that the total amount of bonds outstanding at any time 

does not exceed 6 billion.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

providing for the issuance of additional general obligation bonds by the Texas Water Development 

Board in an amount not to exceed $6 billion at any time outstanding.”  

 

Proposition Number 3 (SJR 50)  
SJR 50 would amend the constitution to authorize the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

or its successors to issue and sell general obligation bonds on a continuing basis for the purpose of 

financing educational loans for students, subject to certain constitutional restrictions, including a 

restriction as to the maximum principal amount of bonds outstanding at any one time.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

providing for the issuance of general obligation bonds of the State of Texas to finance educational 

loans to students.”  

 

Proposition Number 4 (HJR 63)  
HJR 63 would amend the constitution to authorize the legislature to permit a county to issue bonds 

or notes to finance the development or redevelopment of an unproductive, underdeveloped, or 

blighted area within the county, and to pledge increases in ad valorem tax revenues imposed on 

property in the area by the count for repayment of such bonds or notes. The amendment does not 

provide independent authority for increasing ad valorem tax rates.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to permit a county to issue bonds or notes to finance the development or 

redevelopment of an unproductive, underdeveloped, or blighted area and to pledge for repayment of 

the bonds or notes increases in ad valorem taxes imposed by the county on property in the area. The 

amendment does not provide authority for increasing ad valorem tax rates.”  

         REMEMBER SONNY 
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Proposition Number 5 (SJR 26)  
SJR 26 would amend the constitution to authorize the legislature to allow cities and counties to en-

ter into inter-local contracts with other cities and counties without having to assess an ad valorem 

tax and set aside a specified amount of funds for the payment of costs under the inter-local contract.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to allow cities or counties to enter into inter-local contracts with other 

cities or counties without the imposition of a tax or the provision of a sinking fund.”  
 

Proposition Number 6 (HJR 109)  
HJR 109 would amend the constitution to increase the amendment of principal that is available for 

withdrawal from the permanent school fund each year and would also clarify certain references to 

that fund in the constitution. Increased access to the principal of the state public education trust fund 

would be based upon HJR 109 granting the authority to consider alternative market calculations 

when determining the amount of principal that is available for distribution to the available school 

fund. HJR 109 would also provide authority to distribute to the available school fund annual revenue 

from school fund land or other properties up to $300 million per year.  
 

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

clarifying references to the permanent school fund, allowing the General Land Office to distribute 

revenue from permanent school fund land or other properties to the available school fund to provide 

additional funding for public education, and providing for an increase in the market value of the per-

manent school fund for the purpose of allowing increased distributions from the available school 

fund.”  
 

Proposition Number 7 (SJR 28)  
SJR 28 would amend the constitution by adding El Paso County to the list of counties authorized to 

create conservation and reclamation districts to develop parks and recreational facilities financed by 

taxes.  
 

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to permit conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso County to is-

sue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the development and maintenance of parks and 

recreational facilities.”  
 

Proposition Number 8 (SJR 16)  
SJR 16 would amend the constitution by requiring the legislature to provide for taxation of open 

space land devoted to water stewardship purposes on the basis of its productive capacity.  

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

providing for the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes of open-space land devoted to water-

stewardship purposes on the basis of its productive capacity.”  
 

Proposition Number 9 (SJR 9)  
SJR 9 would amend the constitution to authorize the governor, on the written recommendation and 

advise of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, to grant a pardon, reprieve, or commutation of punish-

ment to a person who successfully completes a term of deferred adjudication community supervi-

sion.  
 

The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the governor to grant a pardon to a person who successfully completes a term of de-

ferred adjudication community supervision.”  

         THE RABBIT‟S FOOT     
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Proposition Number 10 (SJR 37)  
SJR 37 would amend the constitution by extending the length of the unexpired term that causes the 

automatic resignation of certain local elected officeholders if they announce candidacy or become 

candidates for another office from one year to one year and 30 days.  

 
The proposed amendment would appear on the ballot as follows: “The constitutional amendment to 

change the length of the unexpired term that causes the automatic resignation of certain elected 

county or district officeholders if they become candidates for another office.  

 
(A website to go to see pros and cons is www.tlc.state.tx.us/const_amends.htm. EmpowerTex-

ans.com has recommendations on how to vote at www.empowertexans.com/features/2011-

contitutional-amendments-election/.)  

 

 

                     ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

 

Texas House of Representatives  
Speaker Joe Straus sent out a press release on 10/20/11 regarding the Interim Charges for the Texas 

House of Representatives. Here are some of his statements.  

 
“This week, I issued the interim charges for the Texas House of Representatives. House committees 

will conduct comprehensive studies of the issues outlined in the interim charges during the 15 

months between now and the next legislative session. The findings will ultimately form the founda-

tion of legislation to be considered during the 83rd Legislative session in 2013.  

 
“Members of the Texas House are dedicated public servants whose jobs extend well beyond the 140 

days the legislature is in session every two years. During the next year, Members will look at ways 

to strengthen our state‟s economy, improve our transportation infrastructure, improve wildfire re-

sponse, address our water challenges, enhance public and higher education, and work toward a 

stronger and more prosperous future for all Texans. During a time of ongoing budget challenges, I 

am also especially interested in greater transparency, accountability and efficiency in our state 

budget, and greater effectiveness in state services such as reducing wait times for drivers‟ licenses.  

“The interim charges are developed in two ways: Members of the Legislature submit priorities for 

study, and the Speaker includes his own priorities for review. Each of the House‟s standing commit-

tees will study specific areas. The charges also include areas of special focus driven by pressing cur-

rent events such as the ongoing drought and its impact on the state water plan, which will be re-

viewed by the House Committee on Natural Resources.  

 
“In addition to charges for each of the standing committees of the Texas House, I also identified two 

comprehensive charges that every substantive committee is to consider during the interim. These 

charges focus on economic growth by (1) improving the state‟s manufacturing capability; and (2) 

finding ways to increase transparency, accountability and efficiency in state government. Each com-

mittee is to submit a final report no later than Dec. 1, 2012. For a full list of the 82nd interim charges, 

please visit the House of Representative website.” (www.house.state.tx.us).  

 
   

Reprinted courtesy of RWWC and Isabel McGuffin 

    DIDN‟T SAVE THE BUNNY           
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BOOK REVIEW: 

by: Jane Byrd 
 

“Watermelons”  
By James Delingpole  

 
Watermelons’ subtitle is “The Green Movement‟s 
True Colors.” Like a watermelon -- green on the 
outside, red inside. Red at the heart of it. It is “…
socialism hiding behind the guise of environmen-
talism,” says James Delingpole, and “beneath their 
smiling, nurturing, consensual façade, the water-
melons represent…a ruthless totalitarian outlook.”  
 

Delingpole is a British journalist, author and blogger who had a hand in exposing 
the Climategate scandal. Watermelons tells that story, names names of the “climate 
scientists” involved, both in the UK and here in the US.  
 

Don‟t let a fear of scientific data scare you off. Delingpole‟s writing style is witty, 
and he lays it all out in language an English major can understand.  
 

One caution: He refers frequently to “AGW.” So you need to remember that AGW 
stands for “anthropogenic global warming.” Anthropogenic meaning, of course, 
man-made or we vile humans caused it. He asks, “how did a theory as loony as 
AGW manage to …become one of the defining political ideas of our age?”  
One answer, Delingpole believes, “lies in the instinctive faith we have in our public 
representatives, be they politicians, diplomats, experts, technocrats or scientists 
doing vital work at state-financed institutions.” Then in parentheses he says, “Yeah, 
all right, I hear all you conspiracy theorists in the peanut gallery – you‟ve known 
better all along. I‟m thinking more of the voting public in general.”  
 

Watermelons’ first chapter is titled “Imagine” – as in “Imagine if everything you 
knew about the environment was wrong.” And “Imagine if carbon dioxide were our 
friend.” Delingpole goes on to explain what his book intends – to prove “the only 
things that need to be proven in this sorry tale of foolishness and mindless waste 
as great as any in human history.”  
 

“The people who tell you that AGW is a near-certainty are a bunch of liars, cheats 
and frauds,” he says. “Your taxes will be raised, your liberties curtailed, and your 
money squandered to deal with a „crisis‟ so exceedingly unlikely and so poorly sup-
ported by real world data or objective science that it might just as well not exist.”  
 

Clear enough? He makes his case in just 237 pages.  
Delingpole is not paid by Big Oil.  
 

(“I wish,” he says.) In fact, being a climate change skeptic has 
been “a financial disaster” for him. Let‟s give him a little help and 

buy his book. ~  Jane Byrd 

            Burma Shave 
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Old Butch 
  

 

John was in the fertilized egg business.  
 
   He had several hundred young layers 
(hens), called 'pullets,' and ten roosters to 
fertilize the eggs. 
 
   He kept records, and any rooster not 
performing went into the soup pot and was 
replaced. 
 
   This took a lot of time, so he bought some 
tiny bells and attached them to his roosters. 
 
   Each bell had a different tone, so he could tell from a distance, which rooster 
was performing. 
 
   Now, he could sit on the porch and fill out an efficiency report by just listening 
to the bells. 
 
  John's favorite rooster, old Butch, was a very fine specimen, but this morning 
he noticed old Butch's bell hadn't rung at all! 
 
   When he went to investigate, he saw the other roosters were busy chasing 
pullets, bells-a-ringing, but the pullets, hearing the roosters coming, would run 
for cover. 
 
   To John's amazement, old Butch had his bell in his beak, so it couldn't ring. 
 
   He'd sneak up on a pullet, do his job and walk on to the next one. 
 
   John was so proud of old Butch, he entered him in the Renfrew County Fair 
and he became an overnight sensation among the judges. 
 
   The result was the judges not only awarded old Butch the "No Bell Piece 
Prize," but they also awarded him the "Pulletsurprise" as well. 
 
   Clearly old Butch was a Democrat in the making. Who else but a Democrat 
could figure out how to win two of the most coveted awards on our planet by 
being the best at sneaking up on the unsuspecting populace and screwing them 
when they weren't paying attention. 

 
“Ask not for whom the bell tolls . . .” 
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We Are the Elephant in the Room 

Lake Country Republican Club 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

November 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

5 3 2 1  4  

6  WCTP  

Meeting   

2 PM 

Quitman  

Library 

7  HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

Program: Helen 

Heavey - Ballot 

Amendments 

8 9 10  

Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

11 12 

 

17 

   

26 

 

 

16 18 
 

19 

22  LCRC Club 

Meeting Quitman 

Library 6 PM:  

Dr. Marvel-

update on  hospi-

tal District 

14   13 

 

15 
 

23 24 25 

 30 29   

20 

Sentinel 

Publication 

Date  

21  RWWC 

Meets Texas Tea 

Room 11:30 AM 

Program:  K.H. 

Harris on Repub-

lican Diversity 

 

      

28 27 
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 Lake Country Republican Club 

December 2011 

 

HLHRC - Holly Lake/Hawkins Republican Club WCTP - Wood County Tea Party 

LCRC - Lake Country Republican Club WCWTP - Wood County We The People 

RWWC - Republican Women of Wood County YRCWC - Young Republican Conservatives of Wood County 

    Sunday              Monday              Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday              Saturday 

WCWTP  

Under  

construction 

903 569 4251 

3 1      2 

4  WCTP  

 Meeting  2 PM 

 Quitman    

 Library 

5 HLHRC 

Meeting  7PM 

Holly Hall 

Program: elect 

& install offi-

cers 

6 7 

 

8   9 

 

10 
Sentinel 

Submission 

Deadline 

15 
Sentinel 

Publication 

Date  

24 

31 

 

14 
 

16 17 
 

20    

12   RWWC 

Meets  at Lands 

End 11:30 AM  

Program:  

Bryan Hughes 

11 13    

21 22 23 

29 28 27  LCRC 
Club Meeting  
suspended in 
honor of the 
birth of our 
Lord. 

18 19   

30 

      

25 

 

  Christmas 
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